




















This Week at Home

Monday, December 18, O Lord

In this third week of Advent, the readings begin to focus more directly on the
birth of Christ. In today’s Gospel, Joseph learns how Mary conceived Jesus.
Although Scripture does not provide a lot of insight on Jesus’ foster father,
the glimpse we get here shows an obedient, loving, and generous man. This
passage helps us know that God, through the Incarnation, is truly with us.
The praying of the “O” Antiphons begins this week. Consider using them with
your meal prayer this week.

Tuesday, December 19, O Root of Jesse

The two readings today present God's awesome power to overcome any ftrial.
First, we hear the story of the wife of Manoah who learns from an angel that
she will bear a son. Second, the angel Gabriel tells Zechariah that his wife,
Elizabeth, will conceive a son. Imagine how these two women, once barren,
rejoiced at the news of conception. Upon their lips were songs of praise. Light
candles and pray today for all the unborn and for those who are unable to
conceive.

Wednesday, December 20, O Key of David

The Gospel Acclamation tells of the Key of David setting prisoners free. As
we draw closer to Christmas, it is good to reflect on Christ, the Key who un-
locks the gates of heaven. It is Christ, the descendant of David, who ransoms
us from sin and darkness so we can walk in the light of his countenance.
Take your keys today and use them in your prayer as you do lectio divina
with today’s psalm.

Thursday, December 21, O Dayspring

This is the second time during Advent that we have heard this portion of the
Gospel reading from Luke. Because John leapt in Elizabeth’s womb, she
seems to know that Mary is carrying the Christ. Her prayer, which we say in
the Hail Mary explains it all. Mary’s womb is blessed. Imagine if you were
Elizabeth. How might you react to this news? Song of Songs provides images
to ponder when we think of the bridegroom coming to be with us. How can
we not leap for joy and sing a new song!

Friday, December 22, O King of Nations

Today we encounter Hannah, the mother of Samuel, and Mary. These two
women sing the praises of God at the birth of their children. Listen carefully to
the psalm response today and notice its connection to the Magnificat in the
Gospel proclamation. Both texts praise God’s power to cast the rich aside
and raise up the poor. Jesus, the King of the Nations, has conquered the
enemy-B39 let us rejoice. Today read a commentary on the Gospel and
meditate on its rich imagery.

Saturday, December 23, 0 Emmanuel

In the First Reading, the prophet Malachi announces a messenger who will
prepare the way for God’s coming. The Gospel tells of the birth of John the
Baptist, the one whose call to repent and prepare a way for the Lord began
our Advent season. Have you listened to John’s plea? Review your Advent
journey tonight, and be attentive to the rough ways in your life that still need
straightening. Praise God for the good works already accomplished.
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We can respond to Pope Francis” Call to Action by following suggested ways to HUMAN
make a difference. This week’s tip to Care for our Common Home
is: RECYCLE MORE. Recycling reduces your carbon footprint both be- CONCERNS
cause landfills emit greenhouse gases through decomposition, and because © & COMMISSION:
manufacturing from scratch is carbon-intensive. Find where and how to '
recyclye almost anything in your area at search.earth911.com For more LAUDATO SI’

. . 7 S The mission of the
tips and ideas visit: Catholicclimatecovenant.org

Human Concerns
Commission is to

promote the word

3rd week of Advent FOR FAMILIES: and manifest the

1. Light 1 PINK & 2 PURPLE candles on the Advent wreath. love of Jesus Christ
2. Say the Advent prayer below.

3. Choose 1 book that you can give away. Find a “little free library” or other place to
donate it.

by helping those

who are in need,

Dear God, fol.lov-vmg the
Your world is a wonderful and beautiful place. Teach us to principle that
»  love and respect it. “whatever you do to
——<  Help us learn to care for our common home. As we wait for the least of m
— P f f f my

_, Jesus to come at Christmas, help us prepare our hearts so we
can live wisely, think deeply, and love generously. Amen

e

Coping With Your Grief & Loss During the Holiday Seasons
Eliminate Unnecessary Stress You may already feel stressed so try not to overextend yourself. Avoid isolating
yourself, at the same time recognizing your need to have some special time for yourself. Understand also that mere-
ly “keeping busy” will not really distract you from your grief, but may actually increase stress and postpone the real
need to talk out thoughts and feelings related to your grief.

Be With Supportive, Comforting People Identify those friends and relatives who understand that the holiday sea-
son can increase your sense of loss and who will allow you to talk openly about your feelings. Find those persons
who encourage you to be yourself and accept all of your feelings.

Embrace Your Memories Memories are one of the best legacies we have after the death of a loved one and holidays
always remind us of times past. Instead of ignoring these memories, share them with your family and friends. Know
that your memories may be woven with many feelings - including happiness and sadness. Your memories may
bring laughter and they may bring tears - each of these is a real and honest emotion that deserves to be expressed.
Memories of the person who died were made in love and need to be honored and treasured and affirmed.

Renew Your Resources for Living Spend some time thinking about the meaning and purpose of your life. The
death of someone loved creates opportunities for taking inventory of your life - past, present and future. The combi-
nation of a holiday and a loss naturally results in looking inward and assessing your individual situation. Make the
best use of this time to define the positive things in life that surround you.

Express Your Spiritual Beliefs During the holidays, you may find a renewed sense of spirituality or faith or discov-
er a new set of beliefs. Associate with people who understand and respect your need to talk about these beliefs. You
may find it comforting to attend a holiday service or special religious ceremony.

As You Approach the Holidays, Remember... Grief is Both a Necessity and a Privilege Grief comes as a result of
giving and receiving love. You need to grieve the death of a loved one. Don’t let anyone take your grief away. Love

yourself. Be patient with yourself and allow yourself to be surrounded by loving, caring people.
Adapted from Alan Wolfelt, Center for Loss & Life Transition

If you would like more information about grief support, please contact Diane Mulroe in the parish office.




FINDING HOPE/HEALING HEARTS
The next grief support group begins January 17, 2018
Meet and journey with other adults who have experienced the death of a loved one.
Group size limited, register now!
Wednesday Afternoons at St. Mary of the Annunciation

Contact Diane Mulroe in the parish office or see the website for registration informatio

January 17-March 21, 2018

PRAYER FOR PEACE IN OUR
COMMUNITIES: O Lord our
God, in your mercy and kindness,
no thought of ours is left unno-
ticed, no desire or concern ig-
nored. You have proven that bless-
ings abound when we fall on our
knees in prayer, and so we turn to
you in our hour of need. Sur-
rounded by violence and cries for
justice, we hear your voice telling
us what is required . . . “Only to do
justice and to love goodness, and
to walk humbly with your

God” (Mi 6:8). Fill us with your
mercy so that we, in turn, may be
merciful to others. Strip away
pride, suspicion, and racism so
that we may seek peace and justice
in our communities. Strengthen
our hearts so that they beat only to
the rhythm of your holy will.
Flood our path with your light as
we walk humbly toward a future
filled with encounter and unity. Be
with us, O Lord, in our efforts, for
only by the prompting of your
grace can we progress toward vir-
tue. We ask this through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. copyignt 2016,

Therese Wilson-Favors. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture
quote taken from the New American Bible, Revised Edition, copyright ©
2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington,
DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved.

What is the Share the Journey campaign?
Share the Share the Journey has at its heart the vision
Journey & of a united global human family. Our

focus is on our joint journey as people on the
move in departure, transit and host
communities. Our public awareness cam-
paign promotes opportunities and spaces for migrants and communities to
come together and share stories and experiences with the aim of strengthening
the bonds between migrants and communities.
Who is running the campaign? Caritas Internationalis runs the campaign. We
are a global confederation of 165 national development agencies. We are the
charitable arm of the Catholic Church and our confederation works at diocesan,
national, regional and international level on issues such as poverty, migration,
climate change, hunger, health and emergencies.
How is Pope Francis involved? Pope Francis launched the campaign from
Saint Peter’s Square on 27th September 2017. On that day he invited everyone
around the world to “Share the Journey” with refugees and migrants.
Why is Caritas running the campaign? Pope Francis has made numerous ap-
peals to promote the culture of encounter in an effort to combat the culture of
indifference in the world today. It means seeing through the eyes of others ra-
ther than turning a blind eye. “Not just to see but to look. Not just to hear but to
listen. Not just to meet and pass by, but to stop. And don’t just say “what a shame, poor
people,” but allow ourselves to be moved by pity.”
- Pope Francis.

#sharejourney

Thanks to all who participated in
the 2nd annual HCC/PLC parish
service event at Feed My Starving
Children. We packed 20,736 meals
which will feed 57 children for a
year!

This is a photo of the prayer and
blessing over the 96 packed boxes
of food!

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A MINISTER OF CARE
COME TO THE HOME TO BRING COMMUNION AND PRAYERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY.

Human Concern Commission Members: Carey Marciniak, Chairperson; Deacon Gary Kupsak, Kathleen DeCaire-
Aden, Linda Green, Tom Hanley, Veronica Hertel, Mary Lou Loomis, Sue Poletto, Dan Prezell, Jan Swanson;

Diane Mulroe, Staff Liaison

Join us for meetings 4th Wednesdays 3:30pm




Saturday Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 Pastoral Council
5:00 PM Pastor Frlerry@stmota.org Director of Parish Operations HFischer@stmota.org Mary Lou Loomis
Sunday Rev. Matthew Alexander, STL  Ext.212 | M. TammyKleckner =~ Ext.S10 Joaquin Valdes
7:30 AM Associate Pastor FrMatt@stmota.org Tl celeprincipal@gmail.co C;;i?”f;gﬁe
9:30 AM . Ms. Penny Elwood Ext. 217 .
. Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak, Pete Coughlin
11:30 AM Robert Poletto, Alan‘gedix p Bookkeeper/Accountant  Bookkeeper@stmota.org Gina Debord
Weekday . Ms. Victoria Hansen Ext. 200 Dan Prezell
Monday—Friday Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 Administrative Assistant parish@stmota.org Sheila Dalton
) Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 5 Carey Marciniak
8:00 AM Mr. Richard Plage Ext. 304 Marivie Alandy
Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 Site Manager rplage@stmota.org Sandra Fioretti-Frank*
PI\8R4|73_;|2';5)“3?0ER Director of Religious Education ~ SMatous@stmota.org Mr. James Shaffer JLindl\i (tgreenk
. Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 | Maintenance on Matouse
Parish Emergency Director of Human Concems DMulroe@stmota.org Mr. William Tangney . .
224-358-3210 Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 Maintenance Finance Council
Parish Fax Coordinator of Youth Ministry GBright@stmota.org Rev. Ken Kiepura Larry Molloy
2293 Rev. Ed Pelrine Denise Fuller
847-223-5960 Weekend Associates Joe Tylka
Tom Zengeler
) o . . Roger Fisher
22333 W. Erhart Road * Mundelein, lllinois 60060 « WWW.STMARYFC.ORG  Email: parish@stmota.org Patrick Tracy

Frassati Catholic Academy: Mundelein Campus: 847-223-4021 Wauconda Campus: 847-487-5600 John Malone*

Religious Education Program (REP) Emergency Number 847-239-2725
Parish Office Hours Monday—Friday 8:30AM-4:00PM

*ex-officio, secretary
&

Sacrament of Penance | Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment

Baptisms | Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent.
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.

Adult Initiation | Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information.

Marriage | St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office.

Ministry of Care | Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon
request.

New parishioners | We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register.




