September 18, 2016

TO
TEACH

Who
Christ Is

A $350 million campaign for strong parishes, Catholic education and faith formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago

St. Mary of the Annunciation is participating in To Teach Who Christ Is, a capital campaign to benefit important
ministries in the Archdiocese of Chicago and in parishes, including ours. We join with the faithful from across the
Archdiocese who are also pledging their commitment to ensure that our local Church is strong and vibrant for
generations to come. As part of the total $350 million Archdiocesan goal, To Teach Who Christ Is will raise a minimum of $150 million to support local needs in every parish across Chicago.

How Will Our Parish Benefit?
Our campaign goal at St. Mary of the Annunciation is $2.35 million, of which
$642,000 will go toward shared ministries of the Archdiocese. Our parish school,
religious education program, and adult formation ministry benefit from these
Archdiocesan efforts. The remaining $1.71 million will be used to retire our debt
and, once that has been fulfilled, to address several capital needs in the parish.
As part of this campaign, the Archdiocese of Chicago is offering St. Mary an incredible opportunity to pay off the debt that remains from the construction of
our beautiful new church, meeting rooms and offices. In return for $1.2 million
in parish campaign proceeds, the Archdiocese will match those payments on
an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis! The $3.6 million from the Archdiocese, when
combined with the $1.2 million from St. Mary, will completely eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt! Removing the burden of this debt is critical to the future vitality of
our parish and will enable us to invest in new initiatives to advance our mission
and services. In order to move ahead with our hopes and dreams, we literally cannot afford to miss this special 3-to-1 match opportunity.
Once the funds needed for the Archdiocese and our debt retirement have been raised, with the balance of the
campaign goal St. Mary will address the repaving of our three aging parking lots and a renovation of the kitchen
and basement of our historic 1869 church, which is used to serve the homeless through the PADS ministry and to
host various parish events and meetings.

Campaign Update
While the TTWCI campaign at St. Mary is just getting started, already more than $730,000 has been pledged
thanks to very generous early commitments from 25 families!
Thank you for your enthusiasm, generosity, and prayers. Our To Teach Who Christ Is team continues to invite more
and more families to participate each week. Please accept their invitation and prayerfully consider how you might
help. Your gift will ensure a vibrant future for our parish and for Catholic education across Chicago.
Connect with To Teach Who Christ Is and stay up-to-date on campaign news and events:
Twitter - @ToTeachCampaign |
www.toteachwhochristis.org

Facebook – To Teach Who Christ Is

Questions about your pledge or payments? Call (312) 534-8500

September 25, 2016

TO
TEACH

Who
Christ Is

A $350 million campaign for strong parishes, Catholic education and faith formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago

Last weekend, St. Mary of the Annunciation began the public rollout of the Archdiocese of Chicago’s To Teach
Who Christ Is capital campaign. The campaign benefits important formation and education ministries in the Archdiocese and needs in each parish.

What Is Our Parish Goal?
The financial goal for St. Mary of the Annunciation is $2.35 million. The components of the goal are:
 $642,000 for the shared formation and education ministries of the Archdiocese. Our parish school, religious
education program, and adult formation ministry benefit from these Archdiocesan efforts. This Archdiocese
calculates this portion of the goal for each parish as a percentage of Sunday offertory donations.
 $1.2 million to retire our debt, with the Archdiocese matching these funds on
an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis! The $3.6 million from the Archdiocese, when
combined with the $1.2 million from St. Mary, will completely eliminate our $4.8 million
capital debt!
 $328,000 to repave our crumbling, pothole-filled parking lots. Repeatedly patching
the lots is a stop-gap measure that does not remedy the long-term problem and is
not an efficient use of parish funds. Once our debt has been retired, we will repave
the three parking lots to ensure safety and ease of access.
 $182,000 to renovate the kitchen and basement of our historic 1869 church. This
will improve our ability to host our PADS ministry serving the homeless, and allow greater use of the space for parish events and meetings.

Incredible Opportunity
The Archdiocese of Chicago 3-to-1 match offer to help St. Mary pay off the debt remaining from the construction
of our beautiful new church, meeting rooms and offices is an amazing gift. Removing the burden of this debt is
critical to the future vitality of our parish and will enable us to invest in new initiatives to advance our mission and
services. In order to move ahead with our hopes and dreams, we literally cannot afford to miss this special 3-to-1
match opportunity.

Campaign Update
While the TTWCI campaign at St. Mary is just beginning, we are already off to a great start as more than $801,000
has been pledged thanks to very generous early commitments from 30 families!
Thank you for your enthusiasm, generosity, and prayers. Our To Teach Who Christ Is team continues to invite more
and more families to participate each week. Please accept their invitation and prayerfully consider how you might
help. Your gift will ensure a vibrant future for St. Mary’s and for Catholic formation across Chicago.
Connect with To Teach Who Christ Is and stay up-to-date on campaign news and events:
Twitter - @ToTeachCampaign |
www.toteachwhochristis.org

Facebook – To Teach Who Christ Is

Questions about your pledge or payments? Call (312) 534-8500

October 2, 2016

A $350 million campaign for strong parishes, Catholic education and faith formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago

The people of St. Mary of the Annunciation continue to generously respond to the vision and needs of the To
Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign. This Archdiocesan campaign benefits important formation and education
ministries in the Archdiocese and also addresses critical needs in each parish.

Campaign Update

Only two weeks after the campaign was announced, we are off to an excellent start with more than $1,059,900
pledged thanks to the very generous commitments of 40 families! New pledges are received almost every day.
We thank you for your enthusiasm, generosity, and prayers. St. Mary is very grateful for your support and sacrifices. As the campaign proceeds, our To Teach Who Christ Is team continues to contact more and more families each
week to invite them to participate. When you receive a call, please accept their invitation and prayerfully consider
how you might help. Your gift will ensure a vibrant future for St. Mary and for Catholic formation across Chicago.
More information about the campaign may be found on our parish website.

What Is Our Parish Goal? How Will The Funds Be Used?
The financial goal for St. Mary of the Annunciation is $2.35 million. The components of the goal are:
 $642,000 for the shared formation and education ministries of the Archdiocese. Our parish school, religious
education program, and adult formation ministry benefit from these Archdiocesan efforts. The Archdiocese
calculates this portion of the goal for each parish as a percentage of Sunday offertory donations.
 $1.2 million to retire our debt, with the Archdiocese matching these funds on an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis! The $3.6 million from the Archdiocese, when combined with the $1.2 million from St. Mary, will completely
eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt!
 $328,000 to repave our crumbling, pothole-filled parking lots. Repeatedly patching the lots is a stop-gap measure that does not remedy the long-term problem and is not an efficient use of parish funds. Once our debt has
been retired, we will repave the three parking lots to ensure safety and ease of access.
 $182,000 to renovate the kitchen and basement of our historic 1869 church. This will improve our ability to
host our PADS ministry serving the homeless, and allow greater use of the space by parish events and meetings.

A Word About Abundant Hope...
Those who have been parishioners of St. Mary for a few years will recall Abundant Hope, a $10 million capital
campaign launched in 2008 to retire our debt and build a new Intergenerational Learning Center. Unfortunately,
the economy plunged a few weeks after Abundant Hope began and the campaign fell far short of its goal, raising
$1.99 million. In keeping with the dual purpose of that campaign, $820,000 was applied to our debt while the $1.2
million balance remains in a dedicated account, earmarked for future expansion in keeping with our obligation to
campaign donors. However, these funds are far less than what is needed to construct the new building for which
they were given. We will revisit plans for a new building in the future, but our far more pressing need is to retire
the parish debt. Indeed, we cannot move forward with a new building until we have paid for our current facilities.
Connect with To Teach Who Christ Is and stay up-to-date on campaign news and events:
Twitter - @ToTeachCampaign |
Facebook – To Teach Who Christ Is
www.toteachwhochristis.org
Questions about your pledge or payments? Call (312) 534-8500

Jacob’s
Well

October 9, 2016

from

Dear Parishioners,
I am both humbled and grateful
for the tremendous support and generosity towards the To Teach Who Christ Is
campaign. We have reached the halfway
mark in terms of our parish goal as our very dedicated executive committee reaches out to more and more parishioners. To learn more
about this campaign please consult the link on the parish web site.
This weekend the Faith Formation Commission is hosting
hospitality and a Ministry fair. I am grateful for the leadership of Sue
Matousek, our Director of Religious Education, and all who serve on
this commission . I hope you will take some time to learn more about
the many ministries and opportunities to grow in our faith.
Let us pray for one another,
Fr. Jerry

Seminarians at St. Mary Parish
This year, we are blessed to have seminarians coming to our parish in
various capacities, and I thought I might use this space to introduce
them.
First, we have been assigned a transitional deacon from the seminary,
Dcn. Jeffrey Moore, who will assist at Mass most weekends this year,
and probably preach at one Mass a month. Second, the seminary has
decided to get the younger seminarians more involved with local parishes this year, so you will see a group of 5 seminarians coming every
three to four weeks to participate in various ministries or activities that
happen on the weekends.
If you see any of these young men, please introduce yourselves and
make them feel welcome.
Deacon Jeffrey Moore is from the Archdiocese of Seattle and
is in his 4th year of Theology studies.
Bosco Ruan is originally from China and is studying for the Diocese of Antwerp in Belgium. He is in
his 4th year of Theology studies.
Carlos Ortega is from the Archdiocese of Atlanta and is in his
3rd year of Theology studies.
Maksym Bocer is originally from Poland and is
studying for the Diocese of Knoxville, Tennessee. He is in his
2nd year of Theology studies.
Dan Weger is from the Archdiocese of Kansas City, Kansas,
and is currently in his 2nd year of Theology studies.
Danny Orris is from the Diocese of Grand Rapids,
Michigan, and is currently in his 1st year
of Theology studies.

A $350 million campaign for strong parishes, Catholic
education and faith formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago

Campaign Update
We are exceedingly grateful as the people of St. Mary of
the Annunciation continue to generously respond to the
vision and needs of the To Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign. Only three weeks since the campaign was announced, we continue to build momentum and make excellent progress towards our goal of $2.35 million. So far
more than $1,190,500 has been pledged thanks to the very
generous commitments of 51 families. We are now halfway to our goal! New pledges are received almost every
day. Reaching our goal will depend upon the generosity
and sacrifices of hundreds of St. Mary families. We thank
you for your enthusiasm, generosity, and prayers.
Through this campaign we will support shared education
and formation ministries across the Archdiocese as well as
address important needs at St. Mary. Our main parish priority is retiring the construction debt that remains from
building our beautiful new church, meeting rooms and
offices. The Archdiocese will match $1.2 million in parish
campaign payments on an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis to
completely eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt! Once our
debt has been retired, campaign proceeds will be used to
repave our crumbling parking lots and renovate the little
church kitchen and basement for use by PADS and other
parish meetings and functions.
As the campaign proceeds, our To Teach Who Christ Is team
continues to contact more and more families each week to
invite them to participate. When you receive a call, please
accept their invitation and prayerfully consider how you
might help. Your gift will ensure a vibrant future for St.
Mary and for Catholic formation throughout the Archdiocese. For more information about the campaign please visit
the TTWCI page on our parish web site.

Connect with To Teach Who Christ Is and stay
up-to-date on campaign news and events:
Twitter - @ToTeachCampaign
Facebook – To Teach Who Christ Is
www.toteachwhochristis.org
Questions about your
pledge or payments? Call (312) 534-8500

Jacob’s
Well

October 16, 2016

from

Dear Parishioners,

In this Sunday’s Gospel we hear the
words of Jesus about “the necessity
for disciples to pray always without
growing weary.” I recognize that there are many things that can
cause us to grow weary in life. In a sense Jesus acknowledges
the reality that there are things that weary us, but that prayer
cannot be one of them. In James 5:13-16 we hear of the importance of prayer and the role of the community in times of
suffering and illness:
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick?
They should call for the elders of the church and have them
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.
The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.
Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous
is powerful and effective.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is a powerful ritual
whose purpose is to offer the grace of healing in mind, body
and spirit to those who are suffering. The introduction to the rite
states: “The Sacrament of Anointing is the proper sacrament for
those Christians who health is seriously impaired by sickness or
who are advanced years.” (No. 97) It goes on to say : “The
priest should ensure that the abuse of delaying the reception of
the sacrament does not occur, and that the celebration takes
places while the sick person is capable of active participation
and that those needing the sacrament should seek it at the beginning of a serious illness.” (No. 99)
It is most appropriate to consider receiving this sacrament after
being diagnosed with an illness or before a surgery or when
there has been a decline in health. Those who are elderly or in
frail health may also consider receiving this sacrament. This
sacrament can be received numerous times when there is need
for healing. You can request the Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick for yourself or a loved one at any time from one of the
priests. Often this can be done before or after a Sunday Mass or
an appointment can be made. To make an appointment, please
call the Parish Office and ask that a priest come to visit you or a
loved one at home or in a care facility. In the case of an emergency, every effort will be made to contact a priest immediately. Please do not wait too long to ask for this sacrament, whether for you or a loved one. This weekend we have the opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick at the
11:30 a.m. Mass. Let us pray for all those who suffering in
mind, body or spirit. And…
Let us pray for one another,
Fr. Jerry

A $350 million campaign for strong parishes, Catholic
education and faith formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago

Campaign Update
Only one month since we announced the Archdiocese of
Chicago’s To Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign, St. Mary
of the Annunciation continues to be greatly blessed by the
sacrifices and generosity of many families in our community. As we reach out to more families in the parish, our momentum is building and we are making excellent progress
towards our goal of $2.35 million. Through October 10th,
more than $1,234,500 has been pledged thanks to the very
generous commitments of 54 families. We are now a bit
more than halfway to our goal! New pledges are received
almost every day. Reaching our goal will require the generosity and sacrifices of hundreds of St. Mary families. We are
extremely grateful for your enthusiasm, generosity, and
prayers.

How will St. Mary benefit?
Through this campaign we will support shared education
and formation ministries across the Archdiocese as well as
address important needs in our parish. St. Mary’s share for
the Archdiocesan ministries is $642,000. Our school, religious education program, and adult formation ministry
benefit from these Archdiocesan efforts.
In addition to the Archdiocesan component, our main parish priority in the campaign is retiring the construction debt
that remains from building our beautiful church, meeting
rooms and offices. To achieve this, the Archdiocese will
match $1.2 million in parish campaign payments on an
extraordinary 3-to-1 basis to completely eliminate our $4.8
million capital debt! Once our debt has been retired, campaign proceeds will be used to repave our crumbling parking lots and renovate the little church kitchen and basement
for use by PADS and other parish meetings and functions.

What are the next steps?
As the campaign proceeds, our To Teach Who Christ Is team
is contacting more and more families each week to invite
them to participate. When you receive a call or an invitation
to a campaign reception, we ask that you please accept the
invitation and prayerfully consider how you might help.
Your gift is vitally important and will ensure a vibrant future for St. Mary and for Catholic formation throughout
the Archdiocese. For more information about the campaign, please visit the TTWCI page on our parish web
site.

October 23, 2016

F

isch–ing Lines

by Deacon Howard Fischer

One of the best homilies I have ever heard concerned today’s
Gospel about the Pharisee and the Tax Collector. It consisted
of a single sentence. After waiting in silence at the microphone for
the noise in the church to cease, the priest said, “If you think
you’re the tax collector, you’re the Pharisee.” He turned and sat
down, allowing his words to hang in front of the assembly.

A $350 million campaign for strong parishes, Catholic
education and faith formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago

Campaign Update
As the To Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign progresses, St.
Mary of the Annunciation continues to build solid momentum
and make excellent progress towards our goal of $2.35 million.
We are grateful for the very generous responses of so many families in our parish community! Through October 17th, $1,303,900
has been pledged by 68 very generous families. We are now 55%
of the way to our goal and new pledges are received almost
every day! Reaching our goal will require the generosity and sacrifices of a great many of St. Mary’s 1500 families. All gifts are
needed and appreciated. Thank you for your enthusiasm, generosity, and prayers.

What happens next?
The volunteer members of St. Mary’s To Teach Who Christ Is team
are reaching out to more and more families each week to invite
them to participate in the campaign. When you receive a call or
an invitation to a campaign reception, please accept the invitation
and prayerfully consider how you might help. If you have not yet
been contacted, we invite you to attend a kick-off reception
and meeting next Wednesday, October 27th, at 7:00pm in
Meeting Rooms 1 & 2. At this meeting you will learn about the
campaign and how you can make a difference at St. Mary of the
Annunciation. Your gift is vitally important and will ensure a
vibrant future for St. Mary and for Catholic formation throughout the Archdiocese. For more information about the campaign, please visit the TTWCI page on our parish web site.

What is the purpose of this campaign?
Shared education and formation ministries across the Archdiocese will be supported by this campaign. In addition, the campaign will enable St. Mary to address a number of important local
needs. Our parish’s share of the Archdiocesan goal is $642,000.
Our school, religious education program, and adult formation
ministry are beneficiaries of these Archdiocesan initiatives. Our
main parish priority in the campaign is retiring the construction
debt that remains from building our beautiful church, meeting
rooms and offices. To help St. Mary achieve this result, the Archdiocese will match $1.2 million in parish campaign payments on
an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis to completely eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt! Once our debt has been retired, campaign proceeds will be used to repave our crumbling parking lots and renovate the little church kitchen and basement for use by PADS and
other parish meetings and functions.

What was the Pharisee’s main offense? It was that he was
“full” of himself. His prayer, his life was all about him. There was no
room left in his heart for God to be God; the Pharisee had basically
assumed that role himself. There was no sense of imperfection, no
sense of obligation to anyone else, no sense that he was a creature in
need of his Creator’s grace and mercy. Indeed, what was the sin of
Adam and Eve? They ate of the apple so that they could be like God
themselves. Sin stems from our desire to be the center of the universe, pushing God out of the picture (or at least to the sidelines).
It is amazing how “me-centered” our culture has become.
Any sense of obligation to anyone else (God included) takes a far
distant seat to our own personal desires. Frequently there seems to be
no awareness that we even have obligations to others! At the risk of
sounding whiny, here are a few random examples of attitudes and
behaviors that are all too common:
We go to Mass when we feel like it, when it’s convenient.
Sports, sleep and even household chores can take precedence. The
3rd Commandment to keep the Sabbath apparently does not exist or
has been deemed to be optional. And when we go to Mass it is merely
to be personally enriched. There is little feeling that we owe God our
praise and gratitude simply because he is God and we are his creatures, creatures who only exist because of his love.
We don’t owe anybody what used to be called “common
courtesy.” (It is now uncommon and completely optional.) We can
make cell phone calls whenever and wherever we want. We can be
busy texting even during a presentation rather than giving the speaker
the respect of our attention. I can leave my shopping cart wherever it’s
convenient for me to discard it in the parking lot, rather than bring it to
the corral nearby. The next person or driver needs to fend for themselves and adapt around me.
There is no such thing as being rude to someone else because it’s only my own interests that matter. Students can swear at
teachers and bumper stickers can proudly display crude language and
pictures. It’s all OK because I can express my own opinions whenever
and however I please. Manners (because they mean I have to consider others) do not exist. If there is a rule, I should be an exception. If
there is a conflict between my benefit or self-expression and the larger
common good, what matters is how I (my family/my group) benefits,
not what is good for the whole.
If this sounds a bit harsh, I don’t think I am exaggerating
much. So, what are we doing to counteract these attitudes and behaviors in our own lives, in how we raise our children? What do we model
for others to see? We need to start by recognizing our own flaws and
work to correct them, calling on God’s mercy for our sense of selfsatisfaction. “If you think you’re the tax collector, you’re the Pharisee.”
If you wish to contact me, just leave a note in the Parish office or send
an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.

October 30, 2016

A $350 million campaign for strong parishes, Catholic education and faith formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago

NOW is the time for your commitment!
Turn in your pledge at Mass next week
during Leadership Weekend!
eliminate our construction debt

renovate little church kitchen

update the little church basement

Over the course of the last few weeks, many families have received their information detailing the To Teach Who Christ Is
campaign either through a fellow parishioner, at the October
26th event, or the mail. Now is the time to return your decision and join together in support of the efforts of St. Mary of
the Annunciation and the Archdiocese of Chicago!
Our main parish priority in the campaign is retiring the construction debt
that remains from building our beautiful church, meeting rooms and offices. To help St. Mary achieve this result, the Archdiocese will match $1.2 million in parish campaign payments on an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis to
completely eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt! Once our debt has been
retired, campaign proceeds will be used to repave our crumbling parking
lots and renovate the little church kitchen and basement for use by PADS
and other parish meetings and functions.

Bring your pledge card and drop it
into the collection next weekend.
Let’s all make a difference
and come together as a parish.
Campaign Update

repave parking lots

We have raised more than $1,410,300 thanks to the early commitments from 77
families! Thank you for your enthusiasm, generosity, and prayers. The To Teach
Who Christ Is Team continues to invite more and more families to participate each
week. Please accept their invitation and prayerfully consider how you might help.
Your gift will ensure a vibrant future for our parish, and Catholic education across
Chicago.

November 6, 2016
Please join us in the

To Teach Who Christ Is
Campaign!
Over the course of last few weeks, many families
have received information detailing the To Teach
Who Christ Is capital campaign, perhaps through
the mail or via contact from a fellow parishioner. Our team of volunteers continues with the process of directly reaching out to all of the families in
our parish. If you have already received a pledge
card, we ask you to prayerfully consider how you
can join your fellow parishioners in supporting this
effort to address critical needs of St. Mary of the
Annunciation and of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
When you have made your decision about how you
can participate in the campaign, please return your
pledge card through the Sunday collection basket
or by mailing to the parish office.

Our main parish priority in the campaign is retiring
the construction debt that remains from building
our beautiful church, meeting rooms and offices. To
help St. Mary achieve this result, the Archdiocese
will match $1.2 million in parish campaign payments on an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis to completely eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt! Once
our debt has been retired, campaign proceeds will
be used to repave our crumbling parking lots and
renovate the little church kitchen and basement for
use by PADS and other parish meetings and functions.

Bring your pledge card and drop it
into the collection.
Let’s all make a difference
and come together as a parish.

November 13, 2016

Help Needed for the Holiday
Basket Food Drive
The St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Sharing Parish Ministry will collect food for the Holy
Family Food Pantry at the Most Blessed Trinity
Parish. Can you help?

A $350 million campaign for strong parishes, Catholic
education and faith formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago

Please join us in the

To Teach Who Christ Is
Campaign!
Over the course of last few weeks, many families
have received information detailing the To Teach
Who Christ Is capital campaign, perhaps through
the mail or via contact from a fellow parishioner. Our team of volunteers continues with the process of directly reaching out to all of the families in
our parish. If you have already received a pledge
card, we ask you to prayerfully consider how you
can join your fellow parishioners in supporting this
effort to address critical needs of St. Mary of the
Annunciation and of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
When you have made your decision about how you
can participate in the campaign, please return your
pledge card through the Sunday collection basket
or by mailing to the parish office.
Our main parish priority in the campaign is retiring
the construction debt that remains from building
our beautiful church, meeting rooms and offices. To
help St. Mary achieve this result, the Archdiocese
will match $1.2 million in parish campaign payments on an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis to completely eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt! Once
our debt has been retired, campaign proceeds will
be used to repave our crumbling parking lots and
renovate the little church kitchen and basement for
use by PADS and other parish meetings and functions.
Bring your pledge card and drop it
into the collection.
Let’s all make a difference
and come together as a parish.

We ask St. Mary parishioners to be generous in their donations. Collection will take place in the narthex now thru November 13, 2016.
The (Most Blessed Trinity) Holy Family Food Pantry is the largest distributor of food in Lake County, serving approximately 12 percent of
the county’s need.
Items needed:
Oil
The drive lasts
Canned Soup
only two weeks.
Canned fruit (with a pop top lid)
Granola bars
Donate ASAP!
Instant Oatmeal
Canned Tuna
100% Juice Boxes
Mac & Cheese
Canned Tuna
Pancake Mix & Syrup
Bread – rolls
Breakfast Cereal
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Crackers
Cookies
Popcorn
Rice & flavored rice
Dry beans
Canned Vegetables
Pasta products & Sauce
Flour, sugar, or other kitchen staples
Paper products (paper towels, toilet paper, etc)
There is also a need for diapers of all sizes.
For all food items, please check the expiration date.
If you’d like us do the shopping for you, place Jewel, Aldi, Target,
Walmart, Goodwill Gift Certificates, cash, or check in the Alms for the
Needy SVdP Box, located next to the south entrance of the sanctuary,
or hand them to a SVdP representative or parish staff member.
Please contact: Jan Sinkovec at 847-543-1983 for more information.

Advent Mass for Women
Tuesday, November 29, 6:30 pm
A special Mass for women to help
put hearts and minds in the right
place this busy Advent season.

F

isch–ing Lines

by Deacon Howard Fischer

Whenever I overstepped my bounds as a child and acted with
an inflated sense of importance, my mother would scold, “Who
died and made you boss?” Today we celebrate the Solemnity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. In this case we know
who died, but he did not make us the boss. The Lord still has that
job…and always will. So we need to stop claiming that role for ourselves.
You and I have trouble grasping this liturgical feast because,
for starters, we Americans have a fundamental problem relating to the
concept of kingship. While we are fascinated by royalty (’fess up if you’ve
ever paid attention to the weddings and pomp of the British monarchy),
we are not so fond of it that we would want any form of hereditary royalty
establish in our country. Indeed, we were born as a nation in a war
fought to rid ourselves of a king. We proclaim that “all men are created
equal” (even if our historical track record and current atmosphere regarding equality is littered with huge chasms and potholes). As a bastion of
democracy, we are suspicious (at the very least) of any form of absolute
monarchy. Add in our inflated sense of individual self-importance and
then we really don’t know how to embrace the concept of “King.”
The problem, of course, is that when it comes to our relationship with Christ none of the political parallels apply. When it comes to
Christ, we need to work out of an opposite and unfamiliar paradigm.
Jesus is not simply our equal, our buddy, although he fully shares our
humanity; He is the eternal Word incarnate through whom the entire
universe was created. We owe Him reverence and worship. We belong
to a Kingdom that is not made of power, wealth, or politics. Rather, the
Kingdom of God to which we have professed our loyalty is built of compassion, service, forgiveness, humility, and love.
We worship a King who was tortured and executed as a criminal. The truth of Christ requires that we look at the world upside down
and inside out. Jesus completely upends our beloved status quo. Author
and scripture scholar Alice Camille writes:
“Perhaps more difficult to grasp is the mixed message we get
about Jesus’ kingdom. Christians believe Christ sits on the throne of
David and is the ruler of the universe, but to take that seat he had to
mount the cross, with the symbols of earthly kingship mockingly strewn
about him. The glory of Christ’s kingship comes from loving to the point
of sacrifice and service. We participate in it by doing the same. Ask the
hearers of the word this week to reflect on how they make Christ the
most important thing in their lives, how they work to build the kingdom of
God, and how they give of themselves.”
In a country greatly agitated by its politics, you and I need to
be beacons who embody and promote the Kingdom of God by what we
do, by what we say and how we say it. We must defend the dignity of all
and work to protect those who are targets of hate and bigotry. We must
push back against stereotypes, labels, racism, scapegoating and slurs.
The Solemnity of Christ the King challenges us to embrace the reign of
God, a kingdom of justice, service, sacrifice and reconciliation; a kingdom where the poor and neglected are lifted up. Following the example
of our Lord, you and I must be willing to mount the cross in order to build
up this Kingdom.
To this end, we must assess whether our lives clearly demonstrate that we belong to Christ’s Kingdom or whether we belong to the
realm of greed, power, intolerance, and self-indulgence instead. It’s easy
to say Christ is our #1, but what does the evidence of our life say?
Whose kingdom do we really belong to? Like the “good thief,” may you
and I give true witness in the midst of trial and suffering to our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. If you wish to contact me, please leave
a note in the parish office or send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.

November 20, 2016

A $350 million campaign for strong parishes, Catholic
education and faith formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago
In the past week the To Teach Who Christ Is capital
campaign has reached a major milestone! We have
now received pledges totaling $1,920,720! This is 81%
of our goal. As we enter the final weeks of the campaign, our goal of $2.35 million is coming within reach!
We are deeply grateful to all who have so generously
sacrificed to make gifts to this campaign.
Reaching our goal will enable us to accomplish several
vitally important objectives. Our main parish priority in
the campaign is retiring the construction debt that
remains from building our beautiful church, meeting
rooms and offices. To help St. Mary achieve this result,
the Archdiocese will match $1.2 million in parish campaign payments on an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis to
completely eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt!
Then once we have received the gifts needed to retire
our debt, campaign proceeds will be used to repave
our crumbling parking lots and renovate the kitchen
and basement in the little church for use by PADS and
other parish meetings and functions.
By now you have most likely received informa on detailing
the To Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign, perhaps
through the mail or via contact from a fellow parishioner.
Informa on can also be found on the Stewardship page of
our parish web site. If you have already received a pledge
card, we ask you to prayerfully consider how you can join
your fellow parishioners in suppor ng this eﬀort to address
cri cal needs of St. Mary of the Annuncia on and of the
Archdiocese of Chicago. When you have made your decision about how you can par cipate in the campaign, please
return your pledge card through the Sunday collec on basket or by mailing to the parish oﬃce. If you have not received a pledge card yet, they will be available on Commitment Sunday, the weekend of December 3-4. Every
gi of every size is greatly appreciated and will help St.
Mary extend our eﬀorts to serve Christ and his Gospel

F

isch–ing Lines

by Deacon Howard Fischer

During the season of Advent we need to remember that we
are doing more than preparing to celebrate Jesus’ coming into
human history 2000 years ago. Advent and Christmas are also
celebrations of his presence among us here and now, and so we
must create some room for him to enter more fully into our daily
lives. And we do all this while at the same time looking forward to
Christ’s coming in glory at the end of time. Advent is a season of
“yesterday, today and tomorrow.” If we look at this season as merely a
grand celebration of Jesus’ birthday, if we look at this time as a walk
down nostalgia lane, we are missing the boat! Here is an extended
excerpt from a wonderful reflection written by scripture scholar and
author Alice Camille:
One step into Advent, and we’re suffused with memories. It’s
nearly impossible to separate the run-up to Christmas 2016 with holiday seasons of long ago. At the first appearance of evergreens and
colored lights, after a few bars of a traditional carol or the delivery of
the inaugural Christmas card, we’re plunged into nostalgia for child
pleasures and wonder, reindeer and Charles Dickens, long-lost relatives arriving at the door, mysterious packages piling up, sledding or
ice skating or snowball fights, cookies, pies…that only seem to exist
for this special time of year… The magnificent weight of Decembers
past draws us backward into longing for what was, the way things
used to be, and perhaps even for who we once were.
For people of faith, of course, there’s also the religious angle
to this season. We’ve got angels zipping in and out of view, bringing
good cheer of a higher order. Births are predicted and prophets from
centuries past add words of anticipation and caution. Foreign wise
men wander against a far horizon, while unprepared parents-to-be
scramble to make space in their expectations for a child of destiny.
Advent, to be honest, isn’t about any of that. It’s not about
the nostalgia we legitimately feel…Nor is it about events that happened 2,000 years ago, presaged by prophets 800 years before that.
Advent is the beginning of the church year. As such, it looks forward,
not back. Advent is about the future, not the past. While memory tugs
us backward to yesteryear, Advent prods us onward toward revelations of future astonishments.
This is a happy sort of tension. We might embrace it rather
than seeing it as a contest to be resolved. Nostalgia prompts us to
consider that the world’s salvation is a done deal: A child was born for
us, Amen… But as scripture commentator Sister Pamela Smith notes,
we can’t “recite the poetry and the bombast of the prophets” without
suspecting there’s more to come than what already was. “There is still
some mysterious appointed time, some coming…that promises to
startle us and turn our lives topsy-turvy.”
Advent is not our annual invitation to winter slumber and
daydreams about white Christmases and chestnuts roasting on open
fires. There are “days to come,” Isaiah reveals, when peace will replace the violence of our churning, restless world. “Stay awake!” Jesus
reminds us, so that we don’t miss the signature of those days. Nor the
vital decisions each of us has yet to make.
We need to remember that the Savior we celebrate was
born homeless in a stable. He came to serve the poor and the oppressed, the sick and the lonely, the homeless and the refugee. When
Jesus comes again, may he find us doing likewise. May Christ find us
cultivating seeds of harmony rather than roiling the waters of animosity
and discord. These are the vital decisions we are called to make.
“Keep Christ in Christmas” must be more than a magnet we affix to our
vehicles. If you wish to contact me, just leave a note in the parish office or send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.

November 27, 2016
To Teach Who Christ Is
Commitment Weekend
December 3-4
Our Archdiocesan capital campaign, To Teach Who
Christ Is, reaches a crescendo next weekend, December
3-4. Our pastor, Fr. Jerry, will discuss the campaign at
all of the Masses next weekend. He will invite everyone
to participate so that we can meet our goal. Those who
have not submitted a pledge card or response will be
asked to do so at Mass. Those who have already
pledged will submit a cards representative of their
pledge.
We are extremely grateful for all of the gifts we
have received from our parishioners. Every gift of every
size is deeply appreciated. Together, the combined sacrifices of each household in our parish will help St. Mary
extend our efforts to serve Christ and his Gospel.
The To Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign
approaches its conclusion with great momentum. We
have already received pledges totaling $2,001,050,
which is 85% of our goal! With the pledges coming in
now and on Commitment Weekend, our goal of $2.35
million is surely within reach!
Attaining our campaign goal will enable us to
accomplish several critical objectives. Our main parish
campaign priority is retiring the construction debt that
remains from building our beautiful church, meeting
rooms and offices. To help St. Mary achieve this result,
the Archdiocese will match $1.2 million in parish campaign payments on an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis to
completely eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt! Then,
once the payments needed to retire our debt have been
received, campaign proceeds will be used to repave our
crumbling parking lots and renovate the kitchen and
basement of the little church for use by PADS and other
parish meetings and functions. More information about
To Teach Who Christ Is can be found on the Stewardship
page of our parish web site.
Please prayerfully consider how you can join
your fellow parishioners in supporting this effort to address critical needs of St. Mary of the Annunciation and
of the Archdiocese of Chicago. We hope your reflection
now and Fr. Jerry’s words next week will inspire you to
make a gift to To Teach Who Christ Is. Together there is
so much we can accomplish for our parish community
and the mission of Christ on earth. We are grateful for
your sacrifices that will enable us to reach our goal.

December 4, 2016
To Teach Who Christ Is
Commitment Weekend
December 3-4
The many months of the To Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign
are drawing to a close as the public appeal portion of the campaign concludes this weekend. As you heard from Fr. Jerry at
Mass this weekend, the participation of all our parishioners is essential to meeting our goal. Every gift of every size is deeply appreciated and we are extremely grateful for the gifts that our parishioners have already made to this campaign. Together, the
combined sacrifices of each household in our parish will help St.
Mary extend our efforts to serve Christ and his Gospel.
If you have not yet made a pledge, we sincerely invite you to participate by making a gift to To Teach Who Christ Is now. Because
the campaign payment period is 5 years, pledges of $500 or
$1000 or $2000 per year can generate significant results. Please
prayerfully consider how you can join your fellow parishioners in
supporting this effort to address critical needs of St. Mary of the
Annunciation and of the Archdiocese of Chicago. We hope your
reflection and Fr. Jerry’s words this weekend inspire you to make
a gift to the campaign.
As we head into this very important Commitment Weekend, we
have already received pledges totaling $2,001,050, which is 85%
of our goal! With new pledges coming now, our goal of $2.35 million is surely within reach! As a reminder, attaining our campaign
goal will enable us to accomplish several critical objectives. Our
main parish campaign priority is retiring the construction debt that
remains from building our beautiful church. To help St. Mary
achieve this result, the Archdiocese will match $1.2 million in parish campaign payments on an extraordinary 3-to-1 basis to completely eliminate our $4.8 million capital debt! Then, once the payments needed to retire our debt have been received, campaign
proceeds will be used to repave our crumbling parking lots and
renovate the kitchen and basement of the little church for use by
PADS and other parish meetings and functions.
Together there is so much we can accomplish for our parish community and the mission of Christ on earth. Thank you for participating in To Teach Who Christ Is. We are grateful for your sacrifices
that will enable us to reach our goal.

Advent
Reconciliation
Service
Tuesday
December 13
7:00 PM
The service will begin with a short Liturgy of the Word, which
will be followed by an extended period of time for individual
confessions. One need not be present at the beginning of the
service to participate.
Additional Opportunities to
Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation
December 12
St. Gilbert, 7PM
December 13
Prince of Peace,7PM
December 14 & 21 Transfiguration, 6:30PM-8:00PM
English, Spanish & Polish
December 14
Santa Maria del Poplo
English & Spanish, 6:30PM
December 15
St. Francis De Sales ,6:30–8:00PM
December 17 & 18 St. Bede – after each weekend Mass
(Sat 5pm, Sun 7am, 9am, 11am)
December 19
St. Peter Volo, 7PM
December 19
St. Peter Antioch, 7PM
Marytown all year Tuesdays 10AM–Noon
Thursdays 6:30PM–8:00PM

WORDS OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE TO JUAN DIEGO
“Let not your heart be disturbed. Do not fear that sickness,
nor any other sickness or anguish. Am I not here, who is your
Mother? Are you not under my protection? Am I not your
health? Are you not happily within my fold? What else do you
wish? Do not grieve nor be disturbed by anything.”

Many Hands at
Feed My Starving Children
St. Mary’s Parish Life Commission and Human Concerns
Commission co-sponsored a service project outing to
Feed My Starving Children on Monday, November 28th. It
was a fun and spirited evening of all ages packing food to
be sent to the Dominican Republic. Thanks to all who
came out and joined us! For more photos check out the
St. Mary Facebook page and the St. Mary website!

