FEBRUARY 25, 2018 ● SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
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Mass Intentions
Monday, February 26
8:00AM †Marty Lavin req. Randy Pagnotta & Family
†Eileen Bingham req. Brother Dick & Nancy Bingham
†Gertrude Ewald req. Ken & Judy Behm
†Jim Bentley req. Matt & Marcey Gaughan
Tuesday, February 27
8:00AM †Betty Berg req. Diane & Steve Petti
Wednesday, February 28
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. Gene Schmidt Family
†Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family
†Jeanne Schellenberger req. Dick & Nancy Bingham
Thursday, March 1
8:00AM †Gerald Bingham req. Carol& Brad Hansen Family
9:00AM †Fr. Ron Lewinski req. Frassati Catholic Academy
Friday, March 2
8:00AM †Brad Hansen, Sr. req. Gary & Regina McIntyre
†Jeanne Schellenberger req. Morrison Family
Saturday, March 3
5:00PM †Fr, Ron J. Lewinski req. Parishioners of STMOTA
and Parish Staff
†Marty Lavin req. Margaret Meyer
†John Pryga req. wife Rosemarie & Family
†Tom Nitch req. Donna Lavin
Deceased Members of Wagner & Hertel Families
req. Lillian Hertel
Sunday, March 4
7:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation
9:30AM †Lina Frusicone req. Husband Salvatore & Family
†Jack Bowes req. Wife Margaret & Family
†Milan Zirko req. Daughters
Debbie, Diane, Darlene, Dina & Families
†Feliks Podgorski req. Children Laura, Rick & Gina
†Joan Laschen req. Gary & Rita Gunther
11:30AM †Fr. Ron Lewinski req. Crotty Family
†Mary Ellen Kadlec req. Crotty Family
†Jeanne Schellenberger req. Joan Leakakos
†Charles Carlino & †Debbie Jasin req. The Family

Pray for
all who suffer illness, pain and grief:
Ellen Boyd, Rose Buchholz, Fred Lehman
and for the repose of all who have recently died:
Tom Nitch, George Diebold, Charlie Titus, Pat Baum

The Week Ahead
Sunday, February 25
9:30AM Childcare
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children
6:00PM Ignite High School Youth
7:00PM Mission: Wonderfully Created
Wonderfully Redeemed
Monday, February 26
8:00AM Mass
8:30AM Pray the Rosary
9:00AM Mission: Wonderfully Created
Wonderfully Redeemed
7:00PM Mission: Wonderfully Created
Wonderfully Redeemed
Tuesday, February 27
8:00AM Mass
8:30AM Pray the Rosary
9:00AM Lectio Divina Bible Study
5:30PM Religious Education Program
7:00PM Military Ministry Meeting
Wednesday, February 28
8:00AM Mass
8:30AM Pray the Rosary
3:30PM Human Concerns Commission Meeting
6:00PM P.A.D.S.
7:00PM Parish Life Meeting
7:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, March 1
8:00AM Mass
8:30AM Pray the Rosary
9:00AM Mass
Friday, March 2
8:00AM Mass in Little Church
8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet
9:00AM Lord Teach Me To Pray
6:00PM Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 3
9:00AM Catholic Bible 101: Overview of Old Testament
9:30AM Religious Education Program
5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children
Sunday, March 4
9:30AM Childcare
9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children
10:45AM Family Catechesis

Jacob’s
Well

from

Dear Friends in the Lord,
I hope your Lenten journey is off to a great start. We began our journey on Ash Wednesday and we were marked
with ashes, which connects with something deep within us
as Catholics. The ashes remind us of our human condition
and how fragile life is. On this First Sunday of Lent Jesus
is tested in the desert by the power of Evil yet remains
faithful and strong. We symbolically enter the Lenten desert each year as we intentionally take on the disciplines
of fasting, praying and giving alms, and by the practices
or devotions to which we choose to commit. I shared in
my homily last week a message that comes across the video monitor as I leave my health club: “The only bad
workout is the one you did not do.” I think the same thing
could be said about our Lenten sacrifices or devotions.
The only bad one would be the one we did not commit to
doing. I would also add that whatever we are doing this
Lent, the goal is to deepen our relationship with Jesus.
This raises the question of how and where we encounter
Jesus.
As in any relationship, engaging the Lord and
deepening our relationship requires our attention and commitment. Our annual parish Mission is the perfect opportunity to rekindle our desire to truly be a disciple of Jesus.
I hope that you will take the time to attend the Mission as
we explore together what being a disciple of Jesus requires of us.

Formation and Training for New
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist
Saturday, April 7, 2018
St. Joseph Formation Parish Center
112 N. Milwaukee Ave., Libertyville, Il 60048
8:30 AM Registration;
Presenter: Fr. Joe Curtis

9:00-Noon Training Workshop

This preparation session will focus on:
• The Ministry of Eucharist: Our Baptismal Call to Ministry
• A Theology of Eucharist as Celebrated in the Roman Catholic Tradition
• Rooted in scripture and the early Church, through the Second Vatican
•
•
•

Council
Historical aspects of our celebration of Eucharist in practice and devotion.
Review of the Liturgy of the Eucharist and how our ministry as EOM’s
‘fits’
Questions and Answers

To Register: Go to www.vic1chicago.org
Questions? Contact Sue Matousek at smatous@stmota.org
A follow up session will take place in your parish that will include a
practicum on the particular practices for distribution of the Eucharist.
This training meets the Archdiocesan requirements for mandation or
remandation.
The Formation Center is in the strip mall south of St. Joseph Parish.
Parking and entrance is in the rear of the building. The Formation Center
is handicapped accessible.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays in Lent, 6:00 PM
in the big church

Let us pray for one another,
Fr. Jerry

Blow the Trumpets in Zion! Join the Lenten Reflection Exchange
Chances are you do not blow trumpets and rend your garments as a Lenten ritual in your family. But, if you give
yourself a moment or two to reflect, you may recall some
rich and beautiful traditions practiced by your family during
this most reverent season of Lent. Perhaps you have even
recently introduced a special ritual to your own family which has helped
to provide a memorable path to Easter!
You may be pondering right now how your family could experience a more meaningful way of rending your hearts and returning to
the Lord, our God, for Lent 2018. We invite you to share your memories
during this penitential season as a part of St Mary’s Lenten Reflection
Exchange. Whether it was the family’s weekly prayerful donation to
Operation Rice Bowl, a Friday evening bowl of soup in prayerful soli-

tude after Stations of the Cross, or particularly memorable fasts—what
are your most heart- or soul-felt memories of celebrating Lent?
You are welcome to send your Lenten Reflection Exchange
offerings right away to stmotaspotlight@gmail.com. With your permission we will begin sharing at least one reflection/ritual/tradition each
week in the bulletin and on the parish website beginning March 3 and
running through Palm Sunday weekend. We will follow up through email
if necessary. Please keep your exchange offering to no more than 300
words so we can adhere to bulletin and website space availability.
Thank you for taking this small request to heart. Perhaps your
practice of sharing in this Reflection Exchange may bring a hungry soul
closer to Jesus.
–St Mary of the Annunciation Communications Team

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Department of Vitality and Mission
January 31, 2018

Featured CD for February

Dear Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation,
On behalf of the Archdiocese of Chicago and our brothers
and sisters who have been severely affected by Hurricane Maria in
Puerto Rico and the earthquakes in Mexico, I want to sincerely thank
you for the tremendous outpouring of support you have shown them
during this challenging time.
Your gift of $8,433.41 to the 2017 Natural Disaster Relief
Appeal was used in its entirety for the charitable purposes of Catholic
Relief Services’ relief and support efforts in Mexico and Catholic Charities USA’s emergency relief and support efforts in Puerto Rico. To
date, relief efforts have focused on providing emergency housing,
food, water, cleaning supplies, clothing, and repairing damaged
homes. You helped us raise over $250,000 during this appeal, answering Cardinal Blase J. Cupich’s call to respond to the cry of those
in need with both prayer and action. On behalf of all the beneficiaries
of the Natural Disaster Relief Appeal, please accept our gratitude for
your support.
My sincerest thanks,
Rev. Peter Wojcik
Director, Parish Vitality and Mission

Stewardship Report
Sunday Collection February 18, 2018
Budgeted Weekly Collection
Difference

$
$
$

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*
Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date
Difference
Difference vs. Last Year

$
$
$
$

20,575.50
21,730.77
(1,155.27)
749,016.40
738,846.15
10,170.25
7,315.31

Encounter Christ First:
Then Set the World on Fire
by
Curtis Martin
Curtis Martin, founder of FOCUS and world-renowned authority on
evangelization, shares how a personal encounter with Jesus is the key
to following him with fidelity, gratitude, and joy. With humor and relatable examples, he also shows how experiencing Christ before evangelizing others is the biblical model witnessed to by the Apostles, and
one that is certain to bear fruit in the life of any believer.
Feature CDs may be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex.
Please remember a $3 donation per CD is suggested to allow the parish
to continue the program and offer new material.

Weekend Mass Times:
Sat. 5:00pm
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am
www.stmaryfc.org
Facebook: @stmarymundelein
Twitter: @stmarymundelein
Instagram: @stmarymundelein

Launching March 10 & 11

*Note: YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.

Formation and Training for New Lectors
Lectors have a critical role in the celebration of the Mass.
Because lectors proclaim not just any word, but the word of
God, it is essential that they develop the skills required to
communicate God’s message competently. Through the use of
voice, eye contact and personal presence, lectors help God’s
Word come alive for the assembly. This training will provide the skills and selfconfidence needed for those who wish to become lectors in their own parish.
Open to adults and high school students.
Saturday, April 7, 2018
St. Joseph Formation Center, 112 N. Milwaukee Ave., Libertyville
8:30 registration, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 workshop
Presenter: Maureen Evers, Pastoral Associate, St. Mary of Vernon
To Register: go to www.vic1chicago.org
Questions? Contact Sue Matousek at smatous@stmota.org
The Formation Center is in the strip mall south of St. Joseph Parish.
Parking and entrance is in the rear of the building. The Center is handicapped accessible.

Join us on March 10 & 11 after all Masses for live
demonstrations of the new website. Come learn
about its enhanced capabilities for your ministry or
yourself. Stop by the information table in the narthex to join our e-mail list, learn how you can volunteer for St. Mary Communications, or meet members of the dedicated Communications Team.

Deacon Deliberations
by Deacon Gary Kupsak

How We Communicate Can Make a Difference
Today, more than ever that I can remember, our Christian values,
our way of life is being tested, the ways we deal with each other
(communicate) are being challenged by attacks by those who can or
want to impose their will, and sometimes the will of law on others.
Social injustice, new tax codes that appear to benefit the wealthy, the
building of a wall, erosion of a commitment to protect the environment,
the thoughts that some peoples’ lives matter more than others, and
yes – the rights of women to say “no,” and hold responsible those men
or women who use their power or position to “do as they please,” has
caused quite a debate at all levels of our society. From the federal,
state and local government and government agencies to your
“average Joe” and through his/her use of social media, communications up and down have become, to say the least, “at times strained.”
Add the media’s involvement in either “fake news” or distorted reporting and it seems that we are quickly losing the ability to communicate
with others in a calm, humble and forthright manner.
Pope Francis feels that communications between humans is so
important that he has fully sponsored and has been instrumental in
celebrating World Communications Day (recognized first as a result of
the Second Vatican Council). And although “World Communications
Day” is focused on providing some general guidelines for Catholics on
social media, some of the areas of focus could apply to you and me as
we think about, react to, and discuss what’s happening in our world
today, especially when using social media. Some of the suggestions
being encouraged by the Pope Francis and the Vatican are:
1. Treating individuals, especially those with whom we disagree,
with the respect owed them as children of God.
2. To presume, as far as possible, the good intentions of those we
disagree with. We will seek to build up and not tear down.
3. We may question the logic, truthfulness and morality of what is
being discussed, rather than the motives, integrity and moral
character of the person.
4. When we are wrong, we will promptly admit it and correct the
record as best we can.
5. Seek to bear witness to the one we serve in all our words and
deeds and before publicly discussing or posting content to social
media, we will remember the prayer, “Lord open my lips and my
mouth will proclaim you praise.”

Lenten Schedule
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays at 6:00PM: March 2, 9, 16, and 23
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILATION
All Saturdays at 4:00 PM
Individual confessions may be scheduled through the parish office
Added hour of confessions: March 24, 3:00–5:00 PM
No Confessions on Holy Saturday, March 31
LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE
Thursday, March 22 7:00 PM
A short Liturgy of the Word followed by an extended period for individual Confessions. One need not be present at 7:00 to receive the sacrament.
PALM SUNDAY, March 24 & 25
Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 7:30 9:30 & 11:30 AM
Blessing and distribution of palms at all Masses
SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM
Holy Thursday, March 29
8:00 AM, Morning Prayer
7:00 PM, Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday, March 30
8:00 AM, Morning Prayer
4:00 PM, Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
7:00 PM, Stations of the Cross
Holy Saturday, March 31
9:00 AM, Morning Prayer with Blessing of Easter Foods
10:00 AM, Easter Egg Hunt
7:00 PM Easter Vigil, the First Mass of Easter

“Lord, let me be a receptacle of you peace, let me sow love…”
Even on social media.

EASTER SUNDAY, April 1
Masses at 6:30, 8:30 & 10:30 AM, 12:30 PM

Parish Life Survey

Readings for the Week

The parish life commission invites all parishioners to fill out a short
survey in order to find out which events should be held at our parish
throughout the next year. We have done a survey like this in the past,
but as we all know, times and interests change. If you could help by
filling out this short 8-question survey, we would really appreciate it!
There are now two different avenues that you can use to fill it out. 1)
You can use this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7NJ7Y8W
which will take you to the survey online. 2) You can visit our parish
website and find the survey by clicking Parish Life at the top of the
page. Any questions can be answered at parish@stmota.org. Thank
you in advance for helping out this commission as we continually
strive to cultivate a striving parish life here at St. Mary.

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday:
Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28
Thursday:
Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]; Ps 19:8-11;
1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25

St. Mary Youth Ministry
Ignite Youth Group
IGNITE is our high school youth group that
meets on the second and fourth Sundays of
the month. In February we will meet on
the 25th. IN march we will meet on the 11th and 25th. All high school
teens are welcome to join us! These nights include a teaching on our faith,
discussion, games and snacks. The theme for upcoming nights are the
Sacraments of Initiation.!

St. Vincent
de Paul
Society’s

Catholic Heart Work Camp

ATTENTION! Any high school teen who will enter
9th grade in the fall: Youth Ministry has an opportunity for you! Come join us for a week of service
and fun this summer in Knoxville, TN. There are still
many spots available and we would love to have you
join us! Applications are available in the office. Any
Questions? Please feel free to contact Grant.

Sunday, March 11, 2018

Dinner served 1:00–4:00 PM.
Raffle Drawing at 3:30 PM
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) cordially invites you to
enjoy a wonderful afternoon of food, fun and fellowship with your
family and friends. The featured attraction is a delicious dinner
catered by Tina G’s Restaurant in Mundelein. Our thanks go to
Tina and Phil Gilardi Jr. for their generous donation of the dinner
and their hard-working staff .

Tasty Pasta with Sauce and Meatballs
Crisp Garden Salad with Dressing
Fresh Italian Bread
Scrumptious Desserts

Steubenville Youth Conference
Do you feel distant from God? FEAR NOT!
We have a FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY
for YOU!! Join St. Mary Youth Ministry this
upcoming July at a Steubenville Youth
Conference at Carthage College in Wisconsin. The weekend consists of many fantastic speakers, small group sessions, and a live band for praise and worship. This is a chance to have God
reveal himself to you. If interested please contact Grant in the parish office!

Childcare at 9:30 Mass
Childcare is available during the 9:30 Sunday
morning Mass in Meeting Room 3.
questions: Kitty.white.kw@gmail.com

TA K E
OUT
AVAILAB
LE

Choice of Coffee or Tea included
Beer, Wine, and Pop are available for an additional donation

Dinner Donation

Night of Worship with
Chris Tomlin & Matt Maher
Join St. Mary Youth Ministry in a Night of Worship hosted by Chris Tomlin and featuring Catholic artist Matt Maher. The event cost will only be $26 which includes transportation to the concert. There will be many great artists performing. We
hope you can join us in this night of prayer! This event is for 7th-12th graders and registration forms must be turned in by Monday, April 2, 2018. There
are only 15 spots available so turn in forms ASAP. Any questions? Please
contact Grant.

Pasta Party
St Mary of the Annunciation School
In Diantha Hall (the school gym)

Twisted Limits Escape Room

Are you willing to test your
knowledge? How about your
problem solving skills? What
about your…PATIENCE!? Join
Youth Ministry as we try to
tackle an ESCAPE ROOM. The challenge you face as a group is that you are
locked in a room for 60 minutes and you must work your way through a series
of clues and puzzles in order to solve the case. We will go on March 3, 2018,
starting with pizza and pop at 12:00 PM and then we will leave for the Escape
Room and be back at 4:00 PM. The cost is $45 and registration forms must
be turned in by February 26. Any questions can be answered at
gbright@stmota.org.

16th Annual

Until March
11, 9:30 Mass

At Diantha
Hall

$12.00

$15.00

$ 5.00

$ 6.00

Free

Free

Adults
Children
4 to 12
Children
3&
under

Tickets Available
In the Narthex
After weekend Masses,
starting February 24

Cash Raffle Prizes: $125, $75, $50
Tickets available in the Narthex $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00
Cash and Door prize tickets will be available at the dinner.
Winners need not be present to win.
Proceeds
from this
event benefit those
served by
the St. Mary
Conference
of the Society of St.
Vincent de
Paul

Door Prizes Wanted:
Gift cards/certificates
for stores, restaurants, entertainment

Are you a baker or
do you have a favorite bakery?
Donations of yummy desserts on the day of the
party would be greatly appreciated.
CONTACT JAN SINKOVEC AT847-543-1983
if you can help

F

isch–ing Lines

Help Needed for Easter Food Baskets

by Deacon Howard Fischer

I am an Olympics junkie and I am always struck by the dedication and singular focus of these great athletes. They invest
countless hours to train and improve each and every day. Many
do this simply for the joy of their sport since most winter sports
offer little chance of financial reward (or at most only a select few
reap any reward). The season of Lent is when we need to direct
this same sort of focus and dedication towards our spiritual training. We are called to renew our relationship with the Lord and to remove whatever distracts us from that which is truly important. We train
not just for 40 days but to change our lives forevermore.
The days of Lent can fly by and when we reach the end we can find
that we are no different than when we started. Perhaps even worse,
we may think that we don’t really need to make any significant changes in our lives. Consider the following reflection item, entitled “When
We Need a Revival” (author unknown).
It is very evident that we need a revival:
When it is easier to stay at home than to go to Church.
When it is easier to work than worship.
When it is easier to be critical than kind.
When it is easier to read magazines than the Bible.
When it is easier to shirk God-given opportunity than do it.
When it is easier to support an expensive pastime than the Church.
When it is easier to sleep in Church than stay awake.
When it is easier to grumble than to praise.
When it is easier to condemn others than to pray for their salvation.
When it is easier to hold grudges than to forgive.
When it is easier to be worldly than holy.
When it is easier to withhold our tithes and offerings--and spend them
on the trinkets of time instead of investing them in the diamonds
of eternity.
There are many other signs of complacency that we could add to this
list. Whatever our own individual symptoms, they all add up to the fact
that you and I need to use this season to make a real, lasting improvement in our hearts and attitudes.
The challenge of Lent does not end with awakening, however. Once we have opened our eyes to our need for reform, you and I
need to embrace the hard work of being a true disciple. It was not
enough for Abraham to listen to the words of God. He was sent out on
a mission. It was not sufficient for Peter, James and John to bask in
the glory of the mountaintop. (Having stood atop Mt. Tabor, the traditional site of the Transfiguration, with its amazing vistas of Galilee, I
find it easy to see why one might want to linger there.) Rather, Jesus
leads the Apostles back down the mountain since they – and we –
must leave our comfort zones to do the difficult work of living as God
intends, the sacrificial work of changing the world and the lives of others. Restricting the practice of our faith to ritual and prayer alone is not
what the Lord desires from us. We must also concretely bring God’s
justice, mercy and compassion to those suffering in any way – physically, emotionally, or spiritually.
I think there is a “reverse” message to the Transfiguration as
well. As hard and messy as it can be at the foot of the mountain, we
are also reminded that we are destined for eventual glory and transformation at the top.
Our spiritual life needs the passion, dedication, and focus of
an Olympian. May our Lenten training regimen allow us to become
medalists in the ways of discipleship! Please plan on participating in

St. Vincent de Paul Ministry will collect food for area
clients and for the Holy Family Food Pantry. They will
then prepare and deliver food baskets this Easter season.
Additional food items are needed to fill the baskets.
Can you help?
There will be a collection area in the Narthex for items beginning Saturday March 3rd thru Sunday March 18, 2018.
Please check the expiration date on all food items.
Items that are most needed are:
Sugar (small boxes)
Diapers (sizes 5 & 6)
Bags of Rice
Canned Soups

Oil (small bottles)
Canned Vegetables
Bags of Dry Beans

Other Items needed:
Hams
Pre-packaged dinners
Canned Tuna
Pancake Mix & Syrup
Potatoes, onions– 5-pound bags
Bread – rolls
Breakfast Cereal
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Crackers, Cookies, Popcorn
Juice boxes
Flour
Canned Fruit
Pasta products & Sauce
Paper Products (paper towels, toilet paper, etc)
If you’d like us to do the shopping for you, place any local store gift
cards, (Jewel, Aldi, Target, or Goodwill) cash or check in the Alms for
the Needy SVDP box. The box is located on the wall, next to the south
entrance of the sanctuary. You may also give it to a SVDP member or
hand it in at the Parish Office. Please make your check payable to St
Vincent de Paul and indicate “Food Drive” on the memo line.
Contact Jan Sinkovek at 847-561-8877 for more information.

SAVE-THE–DATE

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 18-22, 2018
Make a splash with

SPLASH CANYON
and discover God’s Promise
on Life’s Wild Ride
Questions? Contact Breanna Piland and Megan Mandro

stmarysvbs16@gmail.com

our parish Lenten mission with Kristin Bird on 2/25-26 as part of your
training regimen. If you wish to contact me, please send an email to
deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.

Refresh Your Ministry
Day of Enrichment for Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers,
Altar Server Coordinators, Ushers, Greeters,
Liturgy Teams, and Sacristans
To renew mandation
To enrich your spiritual life
To promote growth in ministry
Individual workshops for each ministry will take place following the
keynote address. The individualized workshops will focus on networking and the special qualities of each ministry.
When: Saturday, March 10, 2018
Where: St. Gilbert Parish, 301 E. Belvidere Rd., Grayslake
The keynote and registration will take place in the church.
Parking in the west lot or east lot and enter through the main church
doors facing Rt. 120.
Early registration is important as space is limited.
Schedule:

Registration:
Opening prayer:
Keynote address:
Break:
Workshops:

9:00 AM
9:30 AM
9:45–10:30 AM
10:30–10:45 AM
10:50–12:30 PM

Registration: Register online at www.vic1chicago.org
Questions: Contact Sue Matousek at smatous@stmota.org
Keynote Speaker: Catherine Sims
Dr. Catherine Sims is employed by the University of Saint Mary of the
Lake as Associate Director of the Institute for Lay Formation and an
adjunct professor. Dr. Sims is a parishioner of St. Mary of the Annunciation in Mundelein and serves as an extraordinary minister of Holy
Communion. She has served in a number of parishes and ministries
within the Archdiocese of Chicago. Dr. Sims has been married to her
husband, Howard, for 23 years.

Second Week of Lent:
In this week’s Gospel, Jesus led his disciples to the
mountaintop where—through his transfiguration—
Peter, James and John experienced a glimpse of heaven.
Although Jesus told them to wait until after they experienced his resurrection, as missionary disciples we are
called to go forth now to share glimpses of God’s love.
Sharing our Stories
1. When have you had a peak joyful moment or a glimpse of heaven?
2. What good news in your life was so profound that you had to share it with
others?
Sharing our Faith
1. What do you think it was like for Peter and the others to experience this
transfiguration? What do you think it was like for Jesus to be affirmed by the
Father?
2. When have you felt affirmed by God as being beloved?
3. When have you been you confused or unsure, but later came to understand
that God was working in that experience?
4. When did sharing your faith (experience of God’s love) make an impact on
another?
More resources at www.maryknoll.us
Few events hit home for children and families like a school shooting. When children see
such an event on television or on Web-based news flashes, it is natural for them to
worry about their own school and their own safety.
Talk to your children
Psychologists who work in the area of trauma and recovery advise parents to use
the troubling news of school shootings as an opportunity to talk and listen to their
children. It is important, say these psychologists, to be honest. Parents should
acknowledge to children that bad things do happen, but also reassure them with
the information that many people are working to keep them safe, including their
parents, teachers and local police. Young children may communicate their fears
through play or drawings. Elementary school children will use a combination of
play and talking to express themselves. Adolescents are more likely to have the
skills to communicate their feelings and fears verbally. Adults should be attentive
to a child's concerns, but also try to help the children put their fears into proportion
to the real risk. Again, it is important to reassure children that the adults in their
lives are doing everything they can to make their environment — school, home and
neighborhood — safe for them.

Limit exposure to news coverage
Parents should also monitor how much exposure a child has to news reports of
traumatic events, including these recent school shootings. Research has shown that
some young children believe that the events are reoccurring each time they see a
television replay of the news footage.

Know the warning signs
Most children are quite resilient and will return to their normal activities and
personality relatively quickly, but parents should be alert to any signs of anxiety
that might suggest that a child or teenager might need more assistance. Such
indicators could be a change in the child's school performance, changes in
relationships with peers and teachers, excessive worry, school refusal,
sleeplessness, nightmares, headaches or stomachaches, or loss of interest in
activities that the child used to enjoy. Also remember that every child will respond
to trauma differently. Some will have no ill effects; others may suffer an immediate
and acute effect. Still others may not show signs of stress until sometime after the
event. For more information, go to the http://www.apa.org/topics/violence/
school-shooting.aspx

HUMAN
CONCERNS
COMMISSION:
The mission of the
Human Concerns
Commission is to
promote the word and
manifest the love of
Jesus Christ by helping
those who are in need,
following the principle
that “whatever you do
to the least of my
people, you do unto
me.”

On what we individually can
do to help the environment:
"Education in environmental
responsibility can encourage
ways of acting which directly
and significantly affect the
world around us, such as
avoiding the use of plastic and
paper, reducing water consumption, separating refuse,
cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, showing
care for other living beings,
using public transport or carpooling, planting trees, turning
off unnecessary lights, or any
number of other practices. All
of these reflect a generous and
worthy creativity which brings
out the best in human beings.
Reusing something instead of
immediately discarding it,
when done for the right reasons, can be an act of love
which expresses
our own dignity.”

Human Concern Commission Members: Carey Marciniak, Chairperson; Deacon Gary Kupsak, Kathleen DeCaire-Aden, Kris Crotty, Linda Green, Tom Hanley, Mary Lou Lo-omis,
Dan Prezell, Kristi Smith, Jan Swanson; Romaine Van Zeyl, Nydia Welles, Diane Mulroe, Staff Liaison
Join us for meetings 4th Wednesdays 3:30pm

Nearly 1.5 million high school students nationwide experience physical abuse from a dating partner each year. This article, printed
with rights reserved is 4th of a four-part series featured in the bulletin during the month of February, Teen Dating Violence
Awareness and Prevention Month. Please keep all young adults in your prayers this month. Contact Diane Mulroe if you
would like more information about the Domestic Violence Ministry at St. Mary.

Know the Warning Signs for an Abusive Relationship What is teen dating abuse?
Teen dating abuse describes actual or threatened acts of physical, sexual, psychological, and verbal harm by a
partner, boyfriend, girlfriend or someone wanting a romantic relationship. It includes violence between two
young people in a current or former relationship and can occur among heterosexual or same-gender couples.
It can also include using the internet, social networking sites, cell phones, or text messaging to harass, pressure, or victimize.
What are the warning signs? Teens may be experiencing a variety of physical and emotional changes during
this time of their life. As a result, your young teen might not share everything that is happening in his or her
life. Do your part – know the warning signs of an unhealthy relationship. Be on the lookout if your child displays any of these potential signs:
• Spending less time with family and friends?
• Excessive text messaging, phone calling, emailing or visiting with their boyfriend or girlfriend?
• Giving up things that used to be important to her/him?
• Starts having declining grades or missing school
• Being pressured by a girlfriend/boyfriend about what to do, where to go, or what to wear?
• Worried about upsetting her/his boyfriend/girlfriend?
• Apologizing or making excuses for her/his boyfriend’s/girlfriend’s behavior?
• Has injuries he/she tries to cover up or can’t explain
—————————————————————————————————————
Talking to Your Young Teen About Friendship and Bullying
Does your young teen know how to be a good friend? If not, you can help. By helping your young teen learn
to be a good friend you’ll be helping him or her develop healthy relationships now and in the future. Here
are some key points to cover with your teen:
Helping a Friend: What can you do if you hear a friend being disrespectful towards a
friend or someone they’re dating?
Talking Points:
• If you witness one of your friends being disrespectful, don’t join in on it. Instead, call
your friend out.
• If you witness a situation that makes you feel unsafe, don’t intervene directly. Ask
someone you trust, such as me, a coach, teacher, or school counselor, for help.
• If you think someone you know might be in an abusive relationship, let them know
there are people they can talk to and resources that can help, like a trusted adult or the
Teen Dating Abuse Helpline loveisrespect.org / 1-866-331-9474 /
www.loveisrespect.org National Domestic Violence Hotline 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 1-800
-787-3224 (TTY) www.ndvh.org Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN) Hotline 1-800-656-HOPE
(4673) www.rainn.org
www.loveisrespect.org National Domestic Violence Hotline 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 1-800-787-3224 (TTY)
www.ndvh.org Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN) Hotline 1-800-656-HOPE (4673)
www.rainn.org

Talk it out: What are alternatives to what happened? How could it have been prevented? What is a healthy
relationship? Why is respect important to having a healthy relationship? National hotlines can help you or
your teen, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week: National Dating Abuse Helpline 1-866-331-9474 1-866-331-8453
(TTY)
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Pastoral Council
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Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment
Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent.
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.

Adult Initiation

Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information.

Marriage

St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Church requires at least four
months’ time before the marriage for adequate preparation. A parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office.

Ministry of Care

New parishioners

Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon
request.
We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register.

