
St. Mary of the Annunciation celebrated its second annual 
Country Fest on August 5, continuing the tradition of 
the Pork and Corn Roast that began in 1974. The fest 
offered a great opportunity for people to come together 
as a community and dine on fine roasted pork, farm fresh 
corn on the cob with all the fixings, and Filipino culinary 
favorites. Despite 
the warm weather, 
approximately 
1,000 people 
attended the fest. 
They enjoyed 
riding on the hay 
wagons, listening 
to music, playing 
Baggo and Bingo, 
and viewing 
antique vehicles 
on display.
 
Coupled with 
the community-
building festivities 
were the fund-
raising efforts. 
The Country Fest 
team is pleased to report that the event raised more than 
$41,000 in net proceeds, an increase of approximately 
$3,600 over 2017’s Country Fest. A new activity this 
year was the live auction, which was well-received by 
the community and turned out to be a very successful 
fund-raising addition. The team extends sincere thanks 
to all who provided items for the silent and live auctions 

and the very generous donors who funded the cost of 
the hogs and the roasting and carving. Keeping these 
large expenses off the tally greatly contributed to the 
profits realized. Proceeds from Country Fest support our 
parish ministries, from the education of our children to 
assistance to the poor. 

Thanks are due 
also to all the 
sponsors, donors, 
volunteers, 
parishioners, 
and friends who 
assisted with 
Country Fest. The 
dedicated steering 
committee and 
volunteer team 
contributed 
greatly to the 
atmosphere of 
community and 
the fest’s financial 
success. 

As a newer 
parishioner and Country Fest Volunteer Coordinator, 
Brian Wawrzyniak found Country Fest a great and 
rewarding experience. “It was a lot of fun being involved 
in St. Mary’s Country Fest,” he commented, so much fun 
in fact, that “I plan to help out again next year. And I hope 
to see everyone there at Country Fest 2019!”
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COUNTRY FEST BUILDS COMMUNITY WHILE RAISING FUNDS
By Brian Wawrzyniak



MEET OUR SACRISTAN, RITA GUNTHER
By Jon Matousek

Many parishioners and guests worshiping at St. Mary 
appreciate the beautiful and reverent aura surrounding 
our liturgy. Priests, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, and 
altar servers—each serves a key role in the celebration 
of the Mass. Behind the scenes, though, is another 
contributor whose careful preparations allow worshipers 
to experience the dignity and solemnity of the Eucharistic 
celebration. These preparations are the work of the 
parish sacristan.

Rita Gunther serves as St. Mary’s sacristan and has done 
so for the past 27 years. Gunther recalled that soon after 
she and her family moved here from Colorado then-
pastor Fr. Keusal approached her about the role of the 
sacristan. “We were barely settled and attending Mass at 
St. Mary’s when he explained that the role of sacristan 
was not complicated. The most important parts were 
making sure we had enough hosts for Communion and 
setting out appropriate vestments for the presider. Of 
course, when Advent began I quickly learned that the 
sacristan’s scope of responsibilities extended quite a bit 
further.  And then, with Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 
. . .wow!  Well, you might say I learned by walking on 
coals!” she said with a wink and a wry smile.

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal, No. 105, 
and Ceremonial of Bishops, No.37, reveals the breadth 
of this critical role. “The sacristan, always under the 
general direction of the clergy, undertakes the overall 
preparation of liturgical celebrations, including all that is 
needed for all special days such as Ash Wednesday and 
Palm Sunday. The sacristan arranges all books needed 
for the celebration, marking all of the divisions. (S)he 
lays out the vestments and anything else needed for the 
celebration, such as cruets, chalices, linens, oils, towels, 
processional crosses, candles and torches.”

Of course, there’s more to it than merely laying out the 
proper objects for each liturgy. The sacristan must also 
make sure that all the objects, including the vestments, 
church furnishings, and liturgical vessels are kept in good 
condition and readily available. She must see that there 
is a ready supply of fresh hosts and duly authorized wine. 
Other liturgical objects under the sacristan’s purview are 
purificators, hand towels, and incense. Altar cloths must 
be changed and cleaned and holy water replenished when 
necessary. That’s a lot of responsibility for the sacristan. 
It’s little wonder, then, that in ancient times these duties 
were performed by priests, guilds, and altar societies. 

For training on her responsibilities, Gunther has taken 
many sacristan-related courses at the Office of Divine 
Worship in Chicago. “For me, it started with a deep love 
for liturgy,” Gunther remarked. “And I have been blessed 
to take my direction from excellent liturgists, like Jim 
Scavone and Fred Vipond. Fr. Ron taught me a genuine 
love for liturgy and an appreciation for good liturgy!  And 
Fr. Jerry’s affirming smile keeps me going!”

When asked what pleases her in her role as parish 
sacristan, Gunther replied, “When I am able to see 
a liturgy run smoothly and reverently so that our 
parishioners can prayerfully participate in the Mass, this 
truly gives me a great sense of joy!”

Gunther is grateful for the assistance of several 
parishioners who lend a hand with the many sacristan 
duties. She invites anyone interested in serving the 
parish in Mass in preparing for Mass − be it for seasonal 
liturgies, daily or weekend Masses − to contact the 
parish office.

Rita Gunther, St. Mary sacristan of 27 years, readies the chalices in 
preparation for Mass. The many behind-the-scenes responsibilities 
of a parish sacristan provide for a seamless and beautiful liturgy 
experience.
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October is Respect Life Month. According to the 
United States Council on Catholic Bishops, respect life 
encompasses caring for all human life and promoting 
human dignity.

St. Mary commenced Respect Life Month by inviting 
Deacon Tom Lambert to speak to parishioners at all 
Masses. Deacon Lambert is a local and national mental 
health advocate as well as founder and co-chair of 
the Archdiocese of Chicago’s Commission on Mental 
Illness. Deacon Lambert’s homilies at St. Mary offered 
suggestions on how faith communities can become 
involved in outreach, advocacy, and justice issues.

Our Respect Life Ministry fosters respect for the dignity 
of every human life from conception to natural death 
through education, prayer and sponsored activities in 
accord with the teachings of the Church. The Respect Life 
Ministry encompasses a broad spectrum of Catholic social 
justice teachings including care for the unborn 
and dying, domestic violence prevention, immigration and 
migration concerns, mental health, capital punishment, fair 
trade, and more.  

Deacon Al Sedivy is heading up mental health initiatives 
and Deacon Mike Alandy has recently become the 
coordinator of St. Mary Respect Life Ministry, following 
in the footsteps of Tom Hanley, who served the parish 
faithfully in this role for nine years. In order to address 
the many diverse aspects of Respect Life, Deacon Alandy 
will be forming a group of interested parishioners to 
participate in a planning session. This team will later meet 
on a regular basis to address each area of the Respect Life 
ministry and plan future activities. 

Two opportunities to learn more and participate in 
Respect Life activities are:
• St. Mary is partnering with St. Mary of Vernon to 

offer a five-week mental health awareness program 
this fall. Details about the program can be found in the 
bulletin and on the parish website. 

• A baby shower collection is being held through Oct. 
23. Collection bins are available in the narthex for 
donations of new and gently-used baby equipment, 
clothing, and supplies for pregnant women in need. All 
donations go to Aid for Women of Lake County.

As Pope Francis stated, “Compassion leads Jesus to 
concrete action: he reinstates the marginalized!” The 
pope’s instructions encourage us to foster a culture 
that embraces every person as valued and imbued with 
inherent dignity.

For more information about St. Mary’s Respect Life 
Ministry, contact Deacon Mike Alandy at 847-223-0010.

Deacon Mike Alandy, pictured here at Country Fest, will be leading 
St. Mary’s Respect Life Ministry.

RESPECT LIFE MONTH OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND
By Jim Robinson

COMPANIONS ON THE FAITH JOURNEY
By Jon Matousek

A newly formed adult faith formation team, assembled by 
Fr. Jerry and led by Catherine Sims, has met often in recent 
months to prepare to welcome adults into the Catholic Church. 
RCIA, or Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, serves those 
seeking to deepen their relationship with Jesus, connect with 
a community in which to worship, and discover more about 
becoming Catholic. The RCIA program includes a series of 
small group sessions, spiritual formation, and liturgical rites that 
prepare candidates for the sacraments of Christian initiation: 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist (First Communion).

continued...

Members of the RCIA team are preparing to welcome adults 
into the Catholic church. Pictured left to right are: Diane 
Igielski, Donna Lavin, Denise Fuller, Catherine Sims, Jason 
Smith, Ray Franz, and Barbara King.
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Bishop George Rassas blessed a memorial garden and granite Good Shephard marker in memory of Fr. Ron Lewinski, former pastor of St. 
Mary. July 19th marked the one-year anniversary of Fr. Lewinski’s sudden passing. The cover picture shows the procession from the church to 
the cemetery for the memorial dedication ceremony. 
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“We are fortunate to have eight gifted team members 
to help administer the necessary services of hospitality, 
presence, catechesis, and sponsorship/godparenthood,” 
observed RCIA Coordinator Sims. “This is a compelling 
example of how we, the body of Christ, make church.”

Diane Igielski, one of the lead catechists on the new 
RCIA team, is looking forward to accompanying RCIA 
candidates on their faith journey. “I am excited at the 
prospect of having a reenergized RCIA process at St. 
Mary. That despite what’s going on in the world, God 
is touching hearts and souls of people who want to be 
Catholic. It is very affirming.”

To date, five candidates have expressed their intent to 
continue their faith journey to the Rite of Welcoming at 
St. Mary to be celebrated later this year.

Sims reports that the RCIA team has been pleased with 
the interest and response to the one-hour information 
sessions offered this summer. And, she promises, “we are 
committed to continuing with a spirit of openness and 
adaptability.” 

In addition to welcoming candidates into the Church 
with the Sacraments of Initiation during the Easter Vigil, 
St. Mary also employs a year-round approach that allows 
candidates and catechumens, according to their readiness, 
to be initiated at other times during the year, when 
appropriate.

For more information about the RCIA program, contact 
Catherine Sims at rciastmota@gmail.com or call the 
parish office at 847-223-0010.


