
 
 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
  

On this Second Sunday of Easter, which the Church also calls 
Divine Mercy Sunday, we hear the familiar passage from the 
Gospel of John that recalls Thomas’ conversion from a doubter 
to a true believer. It is notable how the Easter stories convey 
the gradual recognition of Jesus by the disciples after his 
Resurrection. In the Gospel of John we hear how Mary 
Magdalene, Peter, the Beloved One and the others came to 
believe.  
  
I think, for many of us, our own conversion is more of a 
process than something we arrive at instantaneously. I think 
Jesus’ final statement is meant for us: “Blessed are those who 
have not seen and have believed.” Sometimes it can be 
difficult for us to recognize the presence of Jesus in our daily lives. It is truly a blessing when we experience the 
nearness of Christ in the midst of the joys and struggles of everyday life. During these Easter days may we be truly 
blessed with a deep faith in the Risen Christ and experience his presence in our midst.  
  
I am truly grateful to those whose ministry contributes to the celebration of the Eucharist each day. In a special way, I 
would like to acknowledge all those who prepared and participated in the Holy Week liturgies. While it is not possible 
to name all those whose stewardship of time and talent played a significant role, I would like to thank the entire liturgy 
team under the direction of Fred Vipond.  It takes the dedication and cooperation of many to prepare for the Holy 
Week liturgies. Please know that I am very grateful. 
 
This weekend Deacon Bob Poletto is celebrating the 25th anniversary of his ordination to the diaconate for the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. Bob and his wife Sue are long-time parishioners and they have served St. Mary with the 
hearts of servants.  In an exceptional way, they have promoted and provided the leadership that has enabled and 
sustained our PADS site for the homeless.  Congratulations, Bob and Sue! 
  
We are blessed by the ministry of all of our permanent deacons and their wives. For many years each has offered 
their unique talents and gifts for the greater glory of God. We are grateful for their service to our parish and to the 
Church.     
  
Let us pray for one another,     
Fr. Jerry  
  

 


