
A Note from Fr. Don 

I’m grateful to the Lord for leading me to the Archdiocese 
of Chicago and serving the community of St. Mary of the 
Annunciation Parish as Associate Pastor beginning July 
1st. I’m looking forward to meeting you all. God bless you.  
  

Fr Don  

  

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

Last week we marked the ending of another school year with a special prayer service in Diantha Hall, the parish 

gym. I felt some of the emotion of that moment, realizing that all Frassati classes will be held on the Wauconda 

campus next fall. Although the school building is not closing—before and after school care will still be offered, 

religious education and parish activities will still be held in the school—it was indeed an emotional moment for 

some. 

  

St. Mary School has celebrated 120 years of service to our community. Think of all the students who graced its 

hallways. I want offer my gratitude for the dedicated principals, including the leadership of Tammy Kleckner, the 

many dedicated teachers, religious sisters, staff, and priests who have dedicated their lives to Catholic education. We 

have much to be grateful for. I am hopeful for the future of Frassati academy as we transition to a one campus 

model. I remain committed to promoting and supporting the vision and opportunity of Frassati Catholic Academy 

for our future.  

  

O God of all beginnings and endings, 

We praise and thank you for the gift of this past school year. 

It has been a time filled with grace and blessings, 

with challenges and opportunities, joys and sorrows. 

The days have passed quickly, O Lord. 

The seasons, holidays, and Holy days. 

The exams, activities and opportunities for service.  

All these have come forth from your hand.  

Guide us O God into your future, 

 Let our efforts of this past year and 

Our hopes for the future bear good fruit.   

We ask this though Christ our Lord  AMEN 

  

I wish to offer my thanks for the service of Ms. Penny Elwood who has served as our bookkeeper/accountant at St. 

Mary for more than eight years. Penny has made the decision to retire at the end of June.  Penny has been a blessing 

for our parish staff and we will miss her. We send her forth with our blessings and 

pray that she may come enjoy a healthy and happy retirement. We welcome Mrs. 

Maria Hutchins to succeed Penny as our parish bookkeeper/accountant. Maria is also a 

CPA and has extensive experience in bookkeeping and accounting.  

  

As I announced last week, I am looking forward to the arrival of Fr. Don Cambe who 

will begin his assignment at St. Mary on July 1
st
. We are very grateful to have Fr. Don 

assigned to us in this time where the priest shortage is becoming more critical. I 

believe Fr. Don will come to love this parish and I know you will make him feel 

welcome. Because of his assignment, beginning in July we will once again be able to 

offer morning Mass on Wednesdays. I am grateful for our deacons for offering 

Communion services this past year while I was alone. There may be a time in the 

future when we will need to offer a Communion service and so it is good to know that 

our deacons are able to preside over these. Please continue to pray for vocations to 

priesthood and for all our seminarians. 

  

Finally, I join our Teen Ministry in attending Catholic Heart Work 

Camp in Nebraska from Sunday, June 23
rd

 to June 29
th

.  Please keep 

us in your prayers. 

  

Let us pray for one another, 

Fr Jerry  

  


