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Nearly two decades ago the bishops of the United States issued a pastoral letter on the intersection of moral values and 

politics. Their words remain as insightful and challenging today as when they were first written. Instead of allowing pollsters, 

spin doctors, political labels and the media to set our agenda, the bishops’ letter calls us to approach public life on a 

different basis – the morals and values which flow from the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the polarized and tribalized climate of 

today’s politics, I think we should all deeply ponder the totality of the issues presented in the following excerpt. It is not enough to 

cherry-pick one or two of the items that we agree with and ignore the others; the Gospel compels us to embrace charity and 

justice across the board.  

  

“Politics is about more than our own pocketbooks or economic interests. Catholics, other believers, and men and women of good 

will raise different questions for ourselves and for those who would lead us: 

  

1. How will we protect the weakest in our midst — innocent, unborn children? 

2. How will we overcome the scandal of a quarter of our preschoolers living in poverty in the richest nation on earth? 

3. How will we address the tragedy of 35,000 children dying every day of the consequences of hunger, debt, and lack of 

development around the world? 

4. How can our nation help parents raise their children with respect for life, sound moral values, a sense of hope, and an ethic of 

stewardship and responsibility? 

5. How can society better support families in their moral roles and responsibilities, offering them real choices and financial 

resources to obtain quality education and decent housing? 

6. How will we address the growing number of families and individuals without affordable and accessible health care? How can 

health care protect and enhance human life and dignity? 

7. How will our society best combat continuing prejudice, bias, and discrimination, overcome hostility toward immigrants and 

refugees, and heal the wounds of racism, religious bigotry, and other forms of discrimination? 

8. How will our nation pursue the values of justice and peace in a world where injustice is common, destitution is widespread, 

and peace is too often overwhelmed by warfare and violence? 

9. What are the responsibilities and limitations of families, voluntary organizations, markets, and government? How can these 

elements of society work together to overcome poverty, pursue the common good, care for creation, and overcome 

injustice? 

10. How will our nation resist what Pope John Paul II calls a growing ‘culture of death’? Why does it seem that our nation is 

turning to violence to solve some of its most difficult problems—to abortion to deal with difficult pregnancies, to the death 

penalty to combat crime, to euthanasia and assisted suicide to deal with the burdens of age and illness? 

  

We believe every candidate, policy, and political platform should be measured by how they touch the human person; whether 

they enhance or diminish human life, dignity, and human rights; and how they advance the common good.”  
  

This is the narrow gate Jesus tells us that we must pass through. Commitment and sacrifice are required. Taking the side of the 

downtrodden, neglected and abused, no matter how unpopular that work might be, is required. A no-cost tip of the hat to the 

Gospel (“We attended your talk when you came to our village, Jesus! And we admired much of what you said. We like your page 

on Facebook and follow you on Twitter.”) will leave us on the outside of the Kingdom looking in. Being a disciple isn’t being a fan. 

It requires more than mere presence. May you and I find our way through the narrow gate. If you wish to contact me, please 

send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.  

  

  


