
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
  
In the Gospel this week Jesus is asked a rather poignant question which he does not answer directly: “Lord, will only a few 
people be saved?” I imagine that the person who asked that question expected a number or a percentage. Jesus instead used 
the image of the “narrow gate”. In the time of Jesus, Jerusalem was surrounded by an ancient wall with gates. The gates marked 
the entrances into the holy city and were used to secure it. The large, wide gates would be closed at times in order to fend off the 
possibility of being attacked with horses and chariots. However, the people still needed to get in and out of the city, so there was 
a way to slip in and out through the side. Hence, the “narrow gate”. In order to get through the narrow gate you had to literally 
kneel down and let go of items that you were transporting.  
  
In our time with heightened security, we do something very similar, especially at airports. To get through airport security we have 
to present proper identification and go through metal detectors, scanners and have our luggage screened. We even are asked to 
remove certain articles of clothing. In our time we learn very quickly that it is best to travel as lightly as we can.  
  
Perhaps a connection we could make with the “narrow gate” might include a certain letting go or leaving behind of certain 
baggage. This could include emotional baggage, resentments, regrets, and hurts from the past. Just like deciding what is 
necessary to take on a trip, preparing to enter through the narrow gate might mean that we have to recognize what is most 
important at this time in our lives. It requires a certain clarity, focus and intentionality about the way we choose to live out our 
lives in faith.  
  
This is the time of year when our young people are returning to school. A new school year is an opportunity to begin again. It is a 
fresh start with new opportunities to grow in wisdom and in faith. It is also a great time to have goals or resolutions about how to 
make this year successful. As parents, we do our best to help our children transition into the rigors of school life. This might 
include the way we organize our homes and adapt schedules and activities. A bit of this transitioning can be met with resistance 
as we get our children into a new routine. I believe that being intentional about our priorities and the example we set can make a 
lasting difference.   
  
  
This year is a new beginning for Frassati Catholic Academy as we transition into a one campus model. I am grateful for our 
parents and teachers who have committed themselves to making this coming year the best ever. We have something very 
special to offer our students and their families. An important element in our academy is the way that we intentionally practice our 
faith and make the faith connections in our daily lives. Both at Frassati and in our Religious Education classes we strive to help 
our children to become true disciples of Jesus. At the beginning of a new academic year perhaps one of our goals might involve 
the ways that we as parents and teachers set the example for children. This, of course, would include our weekly participation in 
the Sunday Mass.  
  
Becky Roach wrote an article that appeared on catholic-link.com entitled: “6 Things Children Learn When You Skip Mass On 
Sundays.” I found it very enlightening and invite you to check it out at https://catholic-link.org/children-mass-sundays. Becky’s 
first lesson learned from skipping Mass is this: God is important, but not that important. “If I can fit God in, great, but only if it is 
convenient for me. Football games, sleeping in and (insert whatever) are more important than making an effort to be with God 
one hour a week.”  
  
The Gospel this weekend asks us to consider the importance of our faith. While none of us are perfect and we often face many 
challenges and obstacles along the way, we must not take our salvation for granted. Our faith is a gift that requires something 
from each of us. Our children do learn from our example and the challenge that is always before us is how to intentionally 
practice our faith. It may not always be easy, but the rewards are out of this world!        
  
Let us pray for one another, 
Fr. Jerry  


