
 
 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

 This weekend we hear another parable unique to the Gospel of Luke that develops many themes, including 

the right use of money and our moral responsibility to care for the poor. In Luke 8:21 Jesus says: “Those who hear 

the word and act on it” are those who are members of his family. In our time there are many moral issues that have 

become so highly politicized that we can become desensitized to the moral implications for our failure to act. 

Today’s Gospel reminds us that our faith must be more than going to Church on Sunday and being members of a 

community, as undeniably important as this is for people of faith. Our salvation is not based on parish membership, 

but rather on how we treat the poor and the vulnerable of our society. A moral life includes our daily decisions and 

our priorities, not just what we do in church on Sundays. 

  

When Pope Benedict XVI addressed the Bishops of the United States Bishops in January of 2012, he said the 

following: 

  

“The Church’s witness of its very nature is public: she seeks to convince by proposing rational arguments in the 

public square. The legitimate separation of Church and State cannot be taken to mean that the Church must be 

silent on certain issues, nor that the State may choose not to engage, or be engaged by, the voices of committed 

believers in determining the values which will shape the future of the nation. 

 In light of these considerations, it is imperative that the entire Catholic community of the United States 

come to realize that grave threats to the Church’s public moral witness presented by a radical secularism which 

finds increasing expression in the political and cultural spheres. There is a worrying tendency to reduce religious 

freedom to freedom of worship without guarantees of respect for freedom of conscience.”  

  

It can be difficult, in the context of our political climate, to take a stand on the moral issues of our time. If we 

believe that every life is sacred from conception to natural death, then how we care for and nurture human life in all 

its stages is an act of faith. Moral issues of our day include access to health care, rights of immigrants and migrants, 

gun violence, drug addiction, domestic violence and all forms of abuse, to name a few. As we prepare to observe 

next week’s Respect Life Sunday, may our prayers and actions help us to live our faith in word and deed.  

  

Let us pray for one another,  

Fr. Jerry 

  

 


