
Deacon Deliberations by Deacon Gary Kupsak        

“World Communion Sunday” 

     Yes, I do realize that this is “Respect for Life Sunday,” and all my heart and prayers are poured 

forth for the members of our faith community and Christians throughout the world who have as 

their mission, spreading the Gospel of respecting life from conception to natural death. And 

although initially I though my “musings” today would be about our respect (or in many too frequent 

examples of disrespect for life). I also remembered that today is “World Communion Sunday.” 

     “World Communion Sunday” is a celebration observed by numerous Christian denominations 

(including Roman Catholics), that takes place on the first Sunday in October. It promotes Christian 

unity and ecumenical cooperation. It focuses on the observance and reverence for the Eucharist (in 

whatever form it is celebrated in other denominations). The annual recognition began being 

celebrated worldwide in 1940. 

     During the past year we have witnessed many historical events. We have seen hostilities among 

prominent people rise to dangerous levels caused by profound political challenges. We have seen 

Christianity challenged on several fronts, with liberal thinking, that often goes against Church 

teaching, winning the day. Today, “World Communion Sunday,” we as a Christian community 

have an opportunity to join other Christian communities and rejoice that through the Eucharist or 

communion, we are all bound together as one body, with Christ as our head. 

     We have to look no further than Psalm 107 “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his mercy 

endures forever!” In these sacred words we can see that our loving God has given, given and given 

to those who keep the faith and ponder the merciful deeds of the Lord.  Today, we give thanks to 

God for calling us his children and for entrusting all Christians with the care of creation. Today we 

as Christians, pray for the Eucharist to give us the strength to jointly pursue the “Common Good.” 

     Therefore, let us pray: “Heavenly Father, free your people from their warring madness. 

Teach us mutual respect, that captives may be freed and the frightened may be comforted. 

Bring peace to our southern neighbors, O Lord, tear down the walls and barriers that divide 

and build up the bridges that will bring people together for the common good. Through the 

Eucharist, let us live together in the common brother/sisterhood of Christian life, so that we 

all can embrace your world, so that others may meet Christ through us.” Amen.  

     Brothers and sisters in Christ, yes, we pray for the world to “Respect Life.” Today we also pray 

through our reception of the Eucharist, not only on this first Sunday of October, but each and every 

day of our lives for there to be “World Communion,” that brings Christian communities closer 

together for the “Common Good,” in the name of God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


