
 
 

I was listening to a local FM station a couple of days ago while driving to Frassati Academy to visit our 

students and teachers. I was struck by the conversation among the DJs as they were talking about a recent tweet that 

went viral — a dad’s post of his daughter’s Christmas wish list. The list was so long that I got curious about the 

story. So, when I got back to the office, I researched it and here’s what the daughter asked for (be ready!): iphone11, 

Air pods, New Macbook Air, a real bunny, hydro flask, clothes, makeup, pink Pumas, Gucci sliders, Chanel purse, 

perfume, essential oil, American Girl doll car, new shoes, earrings/jewelry, checkered Vans, Go Pro, Pink duct tape, 

glue, food coloring and laundry detergent, clothes for the bunny, 4,000 dollars, doll camper, dolls/big sister, doll 

Shalay, new sheets and cover, alarm clock. 

My jaw dropped (and yes, she asked for 4,000 dollars!) yet at the same time I smiled at the innocence of the 

child (even her dad’s tweet went like this: “My 10 year old daughter must be out of her mind with this Christmas 

list.” *smileys*). 
  

It’s that time of the year again: the holiday rush! People flock to the malls to buy gifts for loved ones. With 

marked down prices, extended store hours and Christmas music being played on the background, these surely make 

you want to shop more! Christmas parties are organized left and right. Lighted trees on the streets and colorful 

buildings delight the eyes of both the young and the old. Trips organized to see loved ones. And the list continues. 

It’s that time of the year when the spirit is so alive. For us Catholics, however, we insert a more meaningful act in 

the midst of all this busyness – we pray, we pause, we ponder on what this season is all about. 

  

New Liturgical Year  
Today we start another liturgical year with the first Sunday of Advent. Our readings at Mass invite us to 

prepare, “to awake from sleep.” These next four weeks are a time to anticipate with joy the coming of the Lord and 
to recognize that true joy does not come from material things or the parties we attend, but from the true Source of 

Joy: God Himself. That the immense love He has for us should be enough reason to celebrate. We are loved. We are 

cared for. Let the Advent wreath, which we light each week, be a reminder that God enters into the darkness of our 

lives and gives us hope to start all over again. Pray. 

  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appears. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Pray. Prepare. 
On November 12th, our parish was blessed to welcome and use for our monthly 

adoration the monstrance blessed by St. Pope John Paul II . A monstrance is a vessel or  

receptacle in which the consecrated Host is exposed for veneration. This monstrance has 

been going around in the parishes in the vicariate.  

 The Blessed Sacrament was exposed following the 8 AM Mass. There was 

a constant flow of people coming in to pray throughout the day. What an amazing sight – 

people spending time in prayer and enjoying the presence of the Divine. Most of the people I 

talked to that day were so inspired. They shared with me the peace they felt, and a desire 

arousing in them to do it more often.  

Perhaps we wonder what we should do before the Blessed Sacrament. All I can say 
is to just be present before the Lord. Tell him your joys, your pains, your everything. We are uncomfortable with 

silence; we want to do much of the talking. But not so with time spent with the Lord. Listen and feel his overflowing 

love for you. It takes time to get used to it, but we beg for the grace to give it a try. Come to our chapel located at the 

back of the church and spend time in adoration. Start with a few minutes, perhaps once a week, until it becomes a 

habit. In the midst of our busy lives, may we learn to set aside time for our generous God. May our encounter with 

Him transform our lives so that we are moved to share Him with others as well. More than the material gifts that we 

give, may our presence and faith be the perfect present for this Season. 

  

From Fr. Cambe 


