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More than an abstract academic question, our understanding of what 
the Church is defines its purpose and how we personally fit into the 
picture. The definition of Church helps to explain why we, or why 
anyone else, would want to belong. Understanding the varied ways that 
the questions, What is the Church? and Why is the Church? can be 
answered will help us have a more complete, less distorted view of what 
the Church is intended to be. Given the current turmoil and ferment that 

seems to surround organized religion, a renewed understanding of the Church can help us better engage 
questions and refocus our efforts. Using the writings of the late Avery Cardinal Dulles and his landmark book, 
Models of the Church, Deacon Howard Fischer will explore the images by which we can grasp the various 
roles the Church holds in the lives of believers along with its mission here on Earth. 

Registration Form 
“What is the Church?” 

• Registration is requested to allow the parish to plan for the session.   
• Register online at www.stmaryfc.org or by returning this form with any donation, to the parish office.  
• There is no cost to attend but a $5.00-10.00 donation is suggested to support the Adult Formation Ministry.   
• For questions regarding the presentation, call the parish office 847-223-0010, or email 

stmaryadultformation@gmail.com 

Name _________________________________________   Phone ______________________ 

Email address* _______________________________________________________________ 
*Email address will be used for any necessary correspondence. 

   About the presenter… 
Howard Fischer was raised on the Northwest Side of Chicago in St. Pascal Parish and 
received his education in the Archdiocesan seminary system (Quigley North, Niles College, 
and Mundelein Seminary). Howard was ordained a deacon in 1999 for the Diocese of 
Rockford. After 28 years of working in corporate Information Technology, Howard came to St. 
Mary as the Director of Parish Operations in 2011 and continues to serve as a permanent 
deacon at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Algonquin where he frequently offers presentations on 
a variety of topics on the Catholic faith. 

**Please register to allow the parish to plan for the sessions** 
You may register online at www.stmaryfc.org or by returning this form to the parish office.  

There is no cost to attend but a $5.00-10.00 donation to support the Adult Formation ministry is suggested.
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