
DECEMBER 22, 2019     4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Fulfillment 
 When King Ahaz and the people of southern Is-

rael were under attack, the king sought help from a for-

eign power. The prophet Isaiah told him to trust in God 

instead. Isaiah even offered proof of God’s protection, but 

the king refused it. Ahaz probably suspected that if he 

trusted in God, his life would change in a way he would 

not like. 

 Like King Ahaz, Joseph found himself in what 

looked like an impossible situation. Even if he discreetly 

divorced Mary, everyone would find out why. Unlike 

King Ahaz, however, when Joseph is given the chance to 

entrust himself to God’s plan, he takes it. He bravely 

brings his betrothed into his home. By doing so, Joseph 

fulfills two prophecies. He receives the sign promised to 

an ancient king, and he incorporates the unborn child of 

the virgin into his family line, the line of King David. 

 Although Ahaz failed to trust in his Lord, God 

vowed to remain with his people. God’s enduring pres-

ence takes a startling turn in the house of Joseph, for the 

child is more than a son of David; he is also, as St. Paul 

writes, “Son of God in power.” The child is Emmanuel, 

God living in the midst of his people as one of his people. 

 Yet this child belongs not only to Jews, but to 

everyone. And everyone belongs to him. In Jesus, God 

fulfills his plan of salvation. In Jesus, God calls us to en-

trust ourselves to him, to become holy, and to belong to 

him forever. 
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Be With Us 
Emmanuel, 
soon we will celebrate your birth, 
the day God came crying and laughing, 
a child in our midst. 
On this day we celebrate that you are with us,  
you have always been with us, 
and you want all people to be with you. 
Help us entrust our lives to you, to belong to you alone. 
Be with us as we answer your call to be humble and holy. 
Keep us as your brothers and sisters, as children of your Father, 
no matter how often we step away from you. 
Stay always by our side 
so that we will be with you forever in your kingdom. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;  Lk 1:57-66 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  Lk 1:67-79 
Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;  
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] 
 Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;  Lk 2:1-14 
 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;   
 Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
 Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 
Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,  16bc, 17;  
 Mt 10:17-22 
Friday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Saturday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-5;  
 Col 3:12-21 [12-17]; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 



Mass Intentions 

Monday, December 23, Saint John of Kanty, Priest 
8:00AM Living Duane & Fran Schmidt Family 
 †Gene Schmidt req. Duane & Fran Schmidt 
Tuesday, December 24 
8:00AM †Edelle Baranoski  
       req. Daughter Liz & Glenn Knuth Family 
 †Jim & †Judy Bentley req. Matt & Marcey Gaughan 
 †Marty Gaughan req. Matt & Marcey Gaughan 
 †Arley &† Angie Rill req. Matt & Marcey Gaughan 
3:00PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
5:00PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
10:30PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
Wednesday, December 25, The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
8:00AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
11:00AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciatipon 
Thursday, December 26, Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 
8:00AM †Rita Schmidt req. Husband †Gene & Family 
 †Jeanette F. Wintz 1st Anniversary  
          req. Victoria Hansen 
Friday, December 27, Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist 
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt req. †Gene Schmidt Family 
Saturday, December 28 
2:30PM Nuptial Blessing: Catherine Ko & Johnathan Konandreas 
5:00PM Living Fr. Nate Payne  
 †Jeanne E. Solie req. Daughter Roberta Solie 
 †Augustine Ruiz req. Kathryn Zenkus 
Sunday, December 29 
7:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
9:30AM †Robert & †Eleanor Bell req. Ed & Sharon Slezak 
 †Jim & †Sophia Kirn req. Daughter Nancy & Jeff Uhler 
 †Rosita Marie Discianno  
                 req. Diane Heppert & Dina Ninkovich & Families 
 †Teresa Quinn req. Victoria Hansen 
 †Jerry Kuderna req. Debord Family 
11:30AM †Mark Fiore req. Mother Arlene & Family 
 †Ken Ebben req. Lynnea Heinrichs & Family 
 †Mary “Bunny” Molsen req. Ed & Laura Kuderna 

 †George & †Shirley Magnus  
                 req. Daughter Carol & Son Robert Magnus 
 †Forest & †Caroline Kappel  
  req. Granddaughter Carol Magnus 

 †Metro & †Anna Magnus  
  req. Granddaughter Carol Magnus 

 †Parker Magnus req. Aunt Carol Magnus 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS DECEMBER 28 & 29, 2019 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Cambe Fr. Cambe Fr. Cambe Fr. Pelrine 

Deacons Deacon Bob Deacon Mike Deacon Mike Deacon Gary 

Lectors C. Schwartz 
C. Hendricks 

E. McPherson 
K. Lenzen 

A. Samano 
J. Matousek 

J. Smith 
R. Melnick 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon 
T. Teehan 
C. Fisher 
D. Suhling 
J. Powell 
T. Powell 
C. Kasamis 
D. Washburn, S. Washburn 

Deacon 
L. Zucco 
A. Rafferty III 
P. Tekampe 
K. Lenzen 
M. Escano 
J. Mosele 

Deacon 
C. Perrelle, S. Gunther 
K. Pieniazkiewicz 
C. Lutzow 
D. Slater 
LM Davis 
J. Fisher, S. Monahan 
A. Capulong, S. Kajohn 

Deacon 
M. Nelsen 
B. Kupsak 
M. Job 
N. Martin 
E. Martin 
D. Wittgen, S. Ropke 
JA Ballwanz 

The Week Ahead 

Sunday, December 22—Simbang Gabi 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 3:00PM Simbang Gabi 
 6:00PM Ignite High School Youth Group 
Monday, December 23 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
Tuesday, December 24—Parish Office Closed 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 3:00PM Mass—Christmas Eve Family Mass Incense Free 
 5:00PM Mass—Christmas Eve Mass Incense Free 
 10:30PM Mass—Christmas Eve Mass Parish Choir 
Wednesday, December 25—Parish Office Closed 
 8:00AM Mass 
 11:00AM Mass 
 6:00PM P.A.D.S. 
Thursday, December 26 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
Friday, December 27 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Saturday, December 28 
 5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Sunday, December 29 
 9:30AM No Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 



from 

Jacob’s Well Christmas Liturgies 

Christmas Masses 
 

Tuesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
3:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
  Contemporary Choir, incense-free 
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass, incense-free 
10:30 PM  Christmas Eve Mass, incense used  
  Parish Choir 
 
Tuesday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
8:00 AM  Christmas Day Mass, incense-free 
11:00 AM Christmas Day Mass, incense-free 

Brass Quintet 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Saturday and Sunday, December 28 & 29 
5:00 PM Saturday, 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 AM Sunday 

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Mother of God  

Tuesday, December 31 & Wednesday, January 1 
5:00 PM New Year’s Eve,  9:00 AM  New Year’s Day 
 

Christmas 

A young mother, her eyes shining with 

fatigue, who is arranging her hair; a 

father who finds himself alone with his 

pretty wife and baby, straightening the 

stable to make himself useful in some 

way; shepherds who bring cheese and 

perhaps also some curdled milk; sheep  

who look at their shepherds while bleating; a donkey who is eyeing 

his manger changed into a cradle; an adorable swaddled baby whom 

one calls Savior, Christ and Lord: This is the manifestation of the 

goodness and the tenderness of God. This is the most fantastic birth 

in the history of humanity, the one which changed the face of the 

world! This is how far God humbled and compromised himself with 

us! This is Emmanuel! 
 

—From God’s Word Is Our Joy, Vol. 1 by Lucien Deiss, CSSp,  
copyright © 1998, World Library Publications. p. 73  

Dear Friends in the Lord, 

 Ready or not, in a few short days we will once again 

celebrate the birth of our Savior, the mystery of “Emmanuel”, 

which means “God is with us.”  The Christmas story is com-

plete with angels and shepherds, the bright star, and Mary and 

Joseph, who find themselves away from home with no place to 

lodge on the very night Jesus is born. For those of us who de-

sire to have everything neat and tidy, the Christmas story is 

anything but.  Perhaps we have grown so comfortable with the 

story that we forget the shocking reality that on the night Christ 

was born there was literally no room for him.  Mary and Joseph 

took shelter in a barn with livestock. And I guarantee it smelled 

like a barn!  Of all the ways the Son of God could have entered 

into our humanity, this seems to be the least worthy.  Yet Jesus 

himself said: “For the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for the 

many.” (Mark 10:45)  Jesus entered into the messiness and 

poverty of our humanity.  His desire to reconcile all things in 

himself reminds us always of the sanctity of every human life.   

 As Christians we are called to live out our lives in 

such a way that others benefit from our love, especially the 

poor, the sick and vulnerable.  In our times it can be risky to 

speak up for those who have no voice. There are many moral 

issues that have become highly politicized making it difficult to 

speak on behalf of those fleeing persecution and those who find 

themselves unable to provide for their families.  The hatred and 

violence of our time amplifies our need for a Savior who de-

sires to bring peace and healing into our world.  Being able to 

live in peace and harmony involves the personal desire to rec-

ognize real human needs and the experiences of others. This is 

what Christ continues to offer us. 

 The mystery of our Savior’s birth reminds us that we 

are part of God’s family and that Christ desires us to come to 

know him and love him. During this holy time may we recog-

nize the gift of our own lives and the precious time we have 

been given here on earth.  May our hearts be opened once again 

to receive Christ’s love and gift of healing.  

 May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedi-

ence of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shep-

herds, the determination of the Magi, and the peace of the 

Christ child.   

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for one another, 

Fr. Jerry 

 



Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic Chapel fol-
lowing the 8:00 AM Mass Monday through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in the Eucharistic 
Chapel on Fridays immediately following the 8:00 AM Mass .and 3:00 
PM during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

Patricia Kupchinski, Marilyn McCormick,  
Evelyn Martin, Dick DeThorne,  

Chelsey & Baby Eidtson, Vinnie Dederich,  
Patricia Kopczynski 

 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 
Gene Schmidt, Ernie DeSalvo, Ann Holtz,  

Ernando Lobo, Rosita Marie Discianno 

Reflection from the Catechism 
A selection from The Catechism of the Catholic Church that pertains to either  
the particular readings of the day or liturgical season or feast  

 

“When St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 

living God, Jesus declared to him that this revelation did not come 

‘from flesh and blood,’ but from ‘my Father who is in heaven.’77 Faith is 

a gift of God, a supernatural virtue infused by him. ‘Before this faith 

can be exercised, man must have the grace of God to move and as-

sist him; he must have the interior helps of the Holy Spirit, who moves 

the heart and converts it to God, who opens the eyes of the mind and 

“makes it easy for all to accept and believe the truth.”’”78 
CCC, 153 

Parish Photo Directories Are Here 
All families who had their photograph taken for the new parish directo-

ry may pick up their complimentary copy at the parish office.  

St. Mary Childcare  
Virtus-trained adult volunteers and teen helpers provide childcare for 
children 6 months–4 years of age during the 9:30 Mass. All are wel-
come! Please contact Kitty White: kitty.white.kw@gmail.com if you 
have questions about the childcare ministry or are interested in volun-
teering. Please note: the childcare room will be closed on Sunday,  
Sunday, December 22 (Sunday before Christmas) and Sunday De-
cember 29 (Sunday before New Year’s) 

Featured CD for December 
 

Advent:  
Rethinking the Season  

By Dr. Tim Gray 
 

Advent is an odd season. Unlike most other seasons, it’s a season 
that isn’t about itself, but is instead about preparing for Christmas. But 
that reality often gets lost in the shuffle and stress of trying to find all 
the right gifts, decorations, and dinner ingredients. In this talk, Dr. Tim 
Gray uses storytelling and the readings of the Old Testament to ex-
plain that we need to live the ‘pre-season’ of Advent well, so we can 
be prepared to welcome and receive the greatest gift God the Father 
wants to give us at Christmas: His Son, Jesus. 
 

Feature resources can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 
Please remember a $3-4 donation is suggested to allow the parish to 

continue the program and offer new material. 

 Vicariate I Altar Server Appreciation Mass 
Presider: Bishop Alberto Rojas 

Date: Saturday, January 18, 2020  

Time: 5 p.m. Vigil Mass (arrive by 4:50) 

Location: St. Emily Catholic Church  

 1400 E. Central Road Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 

Who: Altar Servers, grade school through high school 

 
Join Bishop Alberto Rojas as he celebrates 
a Mass in thanksgiving for the altar servers 
who faithfully serve in the parishes located in 
Vicariate I. This is an opportunity for us to 
thank them for their service to the Church 
and to encourage them to continue to grow 

in holiness through their ministry. The family members of the altar 
servers are welcome and encouraged to attend! Priests are welcome 
to concelebrate.  
 During the Mass, the altar servers will walk in the opening 
procession. They are welcome to vest in their altar server robes or 
walk in plain clothes. They will be seated in the front pews of the 
church. Pizza will follow Mass in the Parish Center. 
 
Individuals: Fill out the registration form at chicagopriest.com/
events/altar-server-events 

The Stewardship Report for December 15th  
will be printed in the December 29th bulletin. 

Christmas “Oplatek” Wafers  
Authentic,  blessed Christmas wafers, “oplatki,” are 

available at the parish office. Each wafer has embossed 

Nativity scenes. Polish, Slovak and Lithuanian families observe this 

Christmas tradition. Family members and friends break off a piece of 

oplatki and give it to one another to eat, expressing best wishes and 

blessing upon them and asking for forgiveness. Have your family par-

ticipate in this tender, touching family celebration of love and for-

giveness. 

mailto:kitty.white.kw@gmail.com


SIMBANG GABI 2019 
 

Simbang Gabi is a unique Fillipino tradition of celebrat-
ing nine-day novena of Marian Masses to heighten our 

preparation for the celebration of the birth of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Through Simbang Gabi, the participating 

parishes of Vicariate I, deaneries A, B and C offer the faithful a deep-
ening of spiritual experience that leads to a more meaningful Christ-
mas season.  

Mass at  
St. Mary of the Annunciation is  

December 22, at 3:00PM. 
 
Each of the parishes listed below will host one of the evening Masses 

DATE TIME PARISH Address  

Sun. Dec. 15 3:00PM St. Anastasia 624 Douglas Ave. Waukegan, IL 

Sun. Dec. 15 7:00PM St. Raphael The Archangel 40000 N. Hwy 45 Old Mill Creek, 
IL 

Mon. Dec. 16 7:00PM MBT Immaculate Conception 508 Grand Ave. Waukegan, IL 

Tues. Dec. 17 7:00PM St. Joseph 114 Lincoln Ave. Round Lake, IL 

Wed. Dec. 18 5:30PM St. Paul of the Apostle 6401 Gages Lake Rd Gurnee, IL 

Thu. Dec. 19 7:00PM St. Dismas 2600 Sunset Ave Waukegan, IL 

Fri. Dec. 20 7:00PM St. Gilbert 301 East Belvidere Rd Grayslake, IL 

Sat. Dec. 21 5:00PM St. Patrick 1500 Wadsworth Rd Wadsworth, IL 

Sat. Dec. 21 7:30PM St. Mary of the Vernon 236 US Hwy 45 Indian Creek, IL 

Sun. Dec. 22 3:00PM St. Mary of the Annunciation 22333 West Erhart Rd Mundelein, IL 

Sat. Dec. 22 7:00PM Prince of Peace 135 S. Milwaukee Lake Villa, IL 

Sun. Dec. 23 7:00PM Our Lady of Humility  
Most Rev. George J. Rassas 
(celebrant) 

10655 Wadsworth Rd Zion, IL 

Maligayang Pasko Sa Inyong Lahat  
(Merry Christmas to Everyone) 

SAINT STEPHEN (first century) 
December 26 
“A man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5): thus Luke intro-
duces Stephen, first of seven deacons chosen by the community for its 
ministry of charity, first to lay down his life in witness to Christ. As the 
church’s first martyr, Stephen’s life and death mirror the preaching and 
passion of Jesus, “the faithful witness” (Greek, martyr) (Revelation 
1:5). Like Jesus, Stephen works “great signs and wonders among the 
people” (Acts 6:8). Like Jesus, when falsely accused, Stephen’s face 
radiates angelic serenity (Acts 6:15), though his tongue, like Jesus’, is 
a two-edged sword. As the dying Jesus forgave his executioners, even 
making excuses for them, then commended his spirit into his Father’s 
hands (Luke 23:34, 46), so Stephen intercedes for his murderers and 
begs Jesus to receive his spirit (Acts 7:60, 59). How fruitful both pas-
sions! The penitent thief inherits Paradise; Saul, who consented to 
Stephen’s killing, is transformed into the fearless preacher Paul. Thus 
Stephen challenges us to bear witness not in words only, but by Christ
-like forgiveness toward all. 

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak                  

 

“Soon and Very Soon” 
     “Soon and very soon we are going to see the King, soon and very 
soon we are going to see the King, soon and very soon we are going 
to se the king. Alleluia, Alleluia, we going to see the king.” I’m sure 
many of you recognize the first verse of a very well know hymn by 
Andre Crouch. That is the case, isn’t it, that soon, very soon we are 
going to celebrate the Nativity and the birth of Jesus Christ. We will 
see how the baby Jesus came into this world. We once again will cele-
brate the Savior of the world being with us in flesh and blood. I would 
imagine the anticipation, the excitement of His coming is driving both 
gift receivers and gift givers absolutely “crazy.” And I hope that antici-
pation is not just about presents and material gifts, but that somewhere 
along the line we remember what a blessed gift God gave to all hu-

manity that blessed Christmas day. 

     What should be a time of joy, excite-
ment and good will is sometimes not so 
joyous for some. The loneliest day of my 
life was on Friday, December 24-25, 1970 
(Christmas Eve - Day) when I was in Vi-
etnam. My Mobile Advisor Team (MAT) 
and our Vietnamese para-military charges 
were out on an ambush patrol that lasted 

from sundown to sunup. There was no Christmas Mass celebrated 
earlier in the morning in our fire support base where my team was 
assigned. We were just too remote. And although the base command-
er provided a Christmas dinner of turkey and all the trimmings, the 
harder he tried to make the day seem like it was a normal Christmas 
Day, the worse it felt. I can vividly recall being out in our positions (by 
the way nobody came through our sector that night/morning so not a 
shot was fired) and feeling so lonely, knowing that my wife, my family 
and friends were celebrating the holiday without me. Now I must admit 
that most people who are in combat develop a very close relationship 
with their God, but that Christmas Day so very long ago, I wished with 
all my heart that I could be with family and friends, celebrating with 
good food and too much drink, when I probably should have be thank-
ing God for giving us his only Son, to free us from original sin and give 
us the opportunity for everlasting life. Yes, with the rain pouring down 

all night long, it was the loneliest night I have ever spent. 

     Today, almost 49 years later, I wonder who in our faith community, 
who among our friends and acquaintances will be lonely in spite of 
more celebrating going on around them than at any other time of the 
year. There are only three more days until that glorious time when the 
Son of Man will be born in an unpretentious manger. Our beloved Kind 

will be among us. What present can we bring to Him? 

     Wouldn’t it be a wonderful Christmas present if we could make just 
one person a little bit less lonely during the Christmas season. At mini-
mum, please make sure the people you will spend time with during this 
Christmas season know that you love them and enjoy being with them. 
And maybe, just maybe you’ll be able through a smile, though a cordial 
“Merry Christmas,” doing some act of kindness for a stranger, you will 
have taken a step in making this Christmas season a little less lonely 
for those who are not blessed with close family and friends. “Soon and 
very soon we’re going to see the King, Alleluia, Alleluia we’re going to 

see the King.”                                         MERRY CHRISTMAS                                                                                                                                                                          



@youth_stmaryfc 

@youth_stmaryfc 
St. Mary of the Annunciation 

Youth Ministry 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

On this final Sunday of Advent, the Gospel reading describes 

the circumstances of Jesus’ birth. Oh, we love this story…but 

perhaps that’s because we know how it turns out and we have 

sanitized it quite a bit in our recollections. In so doing, we deprive 

this narrative of its true power.   

 Joseph has a problem – a BIG problem. The girl (most 

scholars estimate that Mary was around 14 years old at the time) 

about to become his wife was pregnant – and he wasn’t the father! Not 

only did he have to wrestle with the severe personal injury this caused, 

but also with a spiritual crisis. As a man of faith, Joseph knew that the 

Law required that he have Mary stoned to death for this offense. Yet 

Mary didn’t seem like the cheatin’ kind. So he was left with the dilem-

ma of deciding whether to follow the rule book or to show compassion 

and divorce her quietly. Joseph opts for mercy and initially decides to 

quietly end the relationship. Of course, in the midst of his awful dilem-

ma Joseph gets advice from an angel in a dream – great guidance if 

you can get it! – and makes the right choice, keeping Mary as his wife-

to-be. 

 What seems so charming from a distance is really quite 

confusing and dangerous when viewed up close from the perspective 

of the real people who were enduring the emotional turmoil and uncer-

tainty. (Can you imagine those first conversations between Joseph 

and Mary? “You’re what?!...Oh sure you didn’t sleep with another guy! 

God made you pregnant? Sure…”) Joseph and Mary did not know 

how the story would turn out. The signals and directions weren’t quite 

as unambiguous as they seem to us in hindsight centuries later. When 

we truly grasp their lived experience, the examples of Joseph’s and 

Mary’s faith and trust in God are truly awe-inspiring, far more moving 

than a “Precious Moments” approach to the story. 

 So what does this have to do with you and me? First, how 

great is our trust in God, particularly when He doesn’t conform to what 

we have been told are the “rules of the road”? Yet, we have the awe-

some mystery of God becoming human as a child born to unwed par-

ents! What a wonderful and absurd idea!!  

 The miracle of God becoming human could not have hap-

pened if Mary and Joseph had not cooperated and freely accepted 

God’s invitation. And He continues to do great things if and when you 

and I cooperate. God forces nothing upon us. But how cooperative are 

we with the will of God, even when we don’t face the risk of being 

stoned to death? How trusting and cooperative are we when the sig-

nals aren’t crystal clear and the end of the story is unknown? When 

confronted with a conflict between the rule book and compassion, 

which side wins out? When God’s ways conflict with our ways, which 

do we choose? Protestant theologian William Barclay once observed 

that the world's most popular prayer is: “Thy will be changed.” But the 

world's greatest prayer is: “Thy will be done.” Mary prayed the latter. 

May it become our prayer too. 

 As we prepare amidst the turmoil and messiness of our daily 

lives to celebrate the birth of our Savior (born poor and homeless in a 

stable and later a refugee fleeing to a foreign land to escape violence), 

may we learn to trust God as Joseph and Mary did, “for nothing will be 

impossible for God.” (Luke 1:37) May we live as Mary prayed: “Behold, 

I am the servant of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 

word.” (Luke 1:38) May our souls magnify the Lord so that those 

around us encounter the presence of God in our midst, not only during 

this special season but throughout each and every day. If you wish to 

contact me, please send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 

The table below displays the latest monthly update on our progress in 
the To Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign. As you can see, No-
vember was a wonderful month for the campaign as we received more 
than $97,000 in pledge payments and special gifts!!! We are now 
much closer to the funding level needed to pursue the regrading and 
repaving of our deteriorating parking lots. With continued good results 
in December and January we will solicit contractor proposals in early 
2020 with the goal of beginning the project in the summer. Then, after 
the parking lots, we will look to address the remaining goal of the cam-
paign: upgrading the Little Church basement for use by PADS and 
other parish ministries. 
 
Thank you to all the TTWCI donors whose great generosity has ena-
bled us to achieve so much with this campaign. We are exceedingly 
grateful for your gifts! May the Lord continue to bless St. Mary of the 
Annunciation Parish and all those who sacrifice for the mission of the 
Gospel.  
 
Results through November 30, 2019 
Pledges     Amount  
Goal   $2,350,000  
Pledges   $2,837,725 121% of goal 
Pledges Made              555 
 
Payments This Month       $97,072 
Total Payments Received       $2,152,844 76% of pledges 
Balance Remaining      $684,881 
 
Campaign Allocations      Target  To Date         Target % 
Archdiocesan Education            $642,000   $642,000 100% 
and Formation 
St. Mary Construction Debt1 $1,200,000   $1,200,000 100% 
St. Mary Capital Projects2    $508,000      $310,844    61% 
   TOTAL $2,350,000   $2,152,844 
 
 
1. The Archdiocese matched our debt payment on a 3-to-1 basis, eliminating 

$4.8m in loan principal. In addition, the AOC forgave $1.6m in unpaid back 
interest. 

2. St. Mary Capital Projects to be funded by the campaign are: repaving our 
parking lots and remodeling the little church basement for use by PADS 
and parish groups. 



RETREAT FOR WOMEN 
 

“BEGINNING ANEW  
WITH CHRIST” 

 
JANUARY 24-26, 2020 

 
Institute for Pastoral Leadership 
University St. Mary of the Lake 

Mundelein, Illinois 
 

Begin the new year with Christ and make time for silence and re-

flection on the beautiful campus of Mundelein Seminary. During 

the retreat you will have the opportunity to be accompanied by 

individual meetings with a spiritual director. There will be Mass on 

Saturday and Sunday, time for adoration and the Sacrament of 

Penance. The retreat is limited to 20 women. Cost of the retreat: 

$260 per person which includes private room with bath and all 

meals for the weekend. Additional $40 stipend to be paid to the 

spiritual director as well.  

 
To register for the retreat visit:   
usml.edu/ipl/scheduled-retreats-for-2019-2020 
 
For questions about the retreat contact  
Catherine Sims 847-837-4552 

Tailgating with God 
Encountering Jesus in Our Everyday Lives  
Men’s Weekend of Reflection  
January 17–19, 2020  
Prayer, Presentations, Discussion, & Quiet Time  
At Joseph & Mary Retreat House 
on the beautiful & peaceful grounds of Mundelein Seminary!  
 
Retreat Leader: Deacon Mark Duffey – facilitator of creative, enthusi-
astic retreats for more than 30 years  
Kickoff: Dinner Friday 1/17 at 6:00pm  
Final Whistle: Mass Sunday 1/19 at 11:00am-noon  
Attire: Casual – wear your favorite team gear! All meals professionally 
prepared – including a tailgate-style lunch on Saturday!  
Box Office/Registration/Questions: 847-566-6060 or jcum-
mings@josephandmaryretreat.org (Jen Cummings)  
$250 for the full weekend  

 



CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME TIP: 
Be a mindful consumer to reduce waste. 

Before purchasing, ask yourself how it will impact  the environ-
ment. Avoid products with excess packaging. Don't buy what you 

don’t need. Borrow or rent items you need only for occasional use. For items you do 
buy, look for durability. Consider buying secondhand clothes and household items from 
thrift stores, consignment shops, and private sellers when it makes sense. Before dis-

posing, donate useful old household items so someone else can reuse them. 
 

REMEMBER THE 5 R’S OF SUSTAINABILITY: 
Refuse § Reduce § Repair § Reuse § Recycle 

God grant that violence be overcome by 

the power of love, that opposition give 

way to reconciliation and that the desire 

to oppress be transformed Into the de-

sire for forgiveness, justice and peace… 

May peace be in our hearts so that they 

are open to the action of God’s grace… 

May all members of the family commu-

nity, especially children, the elderly, the 

weakest, feel the warmth of this feast, 

and may it extend subsequently to all 

the days in the year.  Amen. 

Pope Benedict XVI 

A Blessing Prayer for 
Those Who Are Sick 

All praise and glory is yours, Lord 
our God, for you have called us to 
serve you in love.  Bless ______, so 
that he/she may bear this illness 
in union with your Son’s obedient 
suffering.  Restore him/her to 
health, and lead him/her to glory.  
We ask this through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
Excerpts from Pastoral Care of the Sick:  
Rites of Anointing and Viaticum 1982, 
All rights reserved. 
 

St. Mary Ministers of Care are 
here for you.  If you or a loved 
one is unable to attend Mass 
and would like a visit, please 
contact the parish office and a 
MOC can bring communion 
and prayers. 
 
St. Mary Prayer Angels pray 
for those in urgent need of our 
prayers and support.  Sign up 
to be an Angel on the website. 

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
For those who are mourning, give yourself the gift of choice this holiday season. 

  Choose to honor what feels right for you. There are no rules. 
 
Choose to give yourself the gift of extreme self care this holiday season. Holidays can be in-
tensely emotional. If you feel the need to cry, cry. If you feel the need to scream, scream. Feel 
your feelings and nurture yourself in the most loving and compassionate of ways. Surround 
yourself in comfort by engaging your five senses in self care. Rest if you feel like resting. Dance 
if you feel like dancing. Go for a walk. Take a long hot bath or shower. Breathe. Breathe in 
strength and healing, breathe out pain and suffering. Know that all feelings are okay. Grieving is 
hard work. Grieving during the holidays can be especially difficult. There is not one way or a 
right way to grieve.  

Remember your loved one: 
Share stories. 

Go through pictures of treasured memories. 
Make ornaments with photographs of your loved one. 

Light candles and say a prayer in their honor 
Make their favorite foods. 

 Listen to their favorite music. 
Create a memory box: have each family member write down a memory on a piece of paper, 

read it out loud and then put it in the box. 
Each year you can add more memories while sharing memories from the years before. 

Or don’t. 
 
If remembering your loved one feels like too much, if it is just too painful, then choose instead to 
focus on remembering yourself: 

Make your favorite foods. Listen to your favorite music. 
Watch your favorite movie or shows. 

Write holiday wishes for yourself about how you hope to feel next year at this time. 
Make resolutions for yourself, for your healing. 

Gift yourself faith in yourself, in your healing, in your ability to endure the deep pain of grief 
while nurturing and caring for yourself. Be kind to yourself. 

There are so many things in life we do not get to choose but we can choose how we endure 
pain. We can choose how we care for ourselves, honor ourselves, and encourage ourselves to 
continue on. We can choose to honor our loved ones by living our lives with deeper meaning, 
connection, and awareness of just how lucky we are to have loved and been loved, and that we 
can love and be loved still. Choose to honor yourself. Choose to give yourself the gift of choice 
this holiday season. 

By Jennifer Stern 
 
I graduated from the SSA Master of Arts program at the University of Chicago and have been working as part of a 
private practice for over a decade. My areas of focus include working with individuals and families on grief, loss, be-
reavement, and difficult life transitions resulting from illness, marital conflict, divorce, and other complicated, fractured 
relationships. My focus as a cognitive behavioral therapist is to empower individuals to take meaningful and purposeful 
action to create desired change in their lives.   

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION 





Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Archdiocese of Chicago 
requires that a wedding be scheduled at least six months in advance so that the couple may receive necessary preparation. A 
parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday at 8:00AM 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

Thursday, Friday  

 
PARISH NUMBER  

847-223-0010  
 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      

Frassati Catholic Academy: 847-526-6311 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 

Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 

 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner  
Principal,          Tkleckner@frassaticatholicacademy.org 
 

Ms. Maria Hutchins  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Robert Kilkenny   Ext. 304 
Facilities Manager      rkilkenny@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance   

 
Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 

Rev. Don Cambe Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor FrDon@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

 

Pastoral Council 
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy 
Jon Matousek 
Linda Green 

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 

Carl Calabrese 
Kevin Igielski* 

 

*ex-officio, secretary 

mailto:rkilkenny@stmota.org

