
Fisch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

When I used to work in the Loop years ago, I would often run across street corner preachers at major intersections, 
particularly along State Street. With bullhorn in hand, they called out to the passersby urging them to heed the call of 
Christ. I’m not sure I ever saw anyone stop and talk to these gentlemen. Of course, that might be because in my hurry to 
get somewhere I never stopped to talk to them either! The last thing I wanted to do in my haste was to become embroiled 
in a messy discussion of religion. Besides, I was actively practicing my Catholic faith and the preachers’ messages were 

surely directed at those who were not practicing their religion. 
  
As we do every year on the Second Sunday of Advent, we recall the story of John the Baptist, a street corner preacher of his 
day. Although he did not use a bullhorn (or street corner, for that matter), John cried out from the desolate wilderness outside of 
town and urged people to change their lives. It was a less hurried time, so people did stop to listen. But (as in our day and age), 
few took the message to heart. Pharisees and Sadducees, priests and Levites came to observe the spectacle, but they did not 
see that John’s message of conversion applied to them in any fashion. After all, they went to synagogue every Sabbath and they 
were the ones active in various ministries! If anything, these folk saw themselves as role models whom the “twice a year” Jews 
(you know, the ones who only showed up for Rosh Hashanah and Passover) should emulate. 
  
The call of John the Baptist that rings throughout this Advent season does indeed apply to all of us. No matter how much we 
practice the externals of our faith, we are all in need of inner reform. And the world around us needs to be transformed into the 
Kingdom of God. Simply attending Mass 52 Sundays a year is not sufficient on its own. We are called to lead lives of service and 
prayer that bear fruit for others. We put a lot of effort into preparing our homes for Christmas, but do we do anything to prepare 
our lives…and the world we live in…for the coming of Christ?  
  
Not only do you and I need to listen to John the Baptist, but in another sense we are also called to imitate John the Baptist. No, 
we don’t have to live in the wild, wear animal pelts, and eat insects. But all of us are called to give bold witness to Jesus by our 
words, deeds and lifestyles. We are called to act for justice and charity as we treat others with love and compassion rather than 
with judgement and scorn. To the extent that you and I fall short of this and fail to produce good fruit for the Lord, we are rightfully 
the target of John’s wrath.  
  
Serving the downtrodden and those in need sounds altruistic, but it is really hard, dangerous work. This work extends beyond 
getting our personal lives in order into the messy business of transforming the world into the Kingdom of God. Like John, giving 
witness to Christ and the Gospel may often require us to take unpopular stances versus the prevailing wisdom of the world. It  
involves inconvenience, risk and sacrifice. Ask yourself: How energetic have you been in advocating for government policies and 
tax rules that care for the poor ahead of the wealthy? For policies and programs that protect immigrants and refugees? For 
regulations and practices that protect our common earthly home?  For attitudes and laws that consistently protect human life 
from conception until we are called home in a natural death?  
  
While animal pelts and insects are not required, you and I are called to make straight the path of the Lord, to “grease the skids” 
for the arrival of the Savior and his Kingdom, by putting the Gospel into action in our words, deeds, values and attitudes. We can 
start by caring for those in physical, spiritual or emotional need. We can start by embracing a position of love and compassion 
first, rather than worrying about protecting what is “rightfully mine.” May you and I take to heart the Baptist’s call to repentance, 
change and sacrifice for the sake of Christ and the Gospel. 
  
Instead of over-indulging ourselves and our children with countless presents, let’s take care of those in need by including 
charities that serve the poor at the top of our Christmas giving lists! There are many worthy charities, but please consider 
Catholic Charities (www.catholiccharities.net) and Catholic Relief Services (www.crs.org) in your holiday giving plans. Let us 
produce good fruit as evidence of our repentance. If you wish to contact me, please send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 
  

 


