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“How Can the World Be Better?” 

        This Sunday we celebrate the Second Sunday of Advent. There is a real temptation to see 

Advent and Christmas as some sort of warm, fuzzy, and cute time. Maybe we see it as a time to look 

on a manger scene and walk away saying to ourselves “Gosh, Jesus is really nice, and God is nice, yes 

Mary is nice too.” We really love all that Advent and Christmas bring (with the exception of the bills), 

and most likely our intention is to keep on doing all the things that most often reflect Christmas – The 

gift-giving, the parties, the decorations, the family traditions---they are all good. 

     And although I don’t want to throw cold water on our warm thoughts, this holy season can’t just be 

about that. It can’t be all sentimentality and nothing more. This season’s meaning is so much deeper, 

should be so much more life-changing, so much more world-changing (yes world-changing). And 

that’s why we have John the Baptist, the voice crying out in the desert, the one who is kind of 

“shaking things up.” He is the one the Church places before us during this holy season, he’s the one 

challenging us to be more. 

      Each of you most likely have a different opinion on what the world is like today. Some may see it 

as rosy and welcoming and others may see it as a hostile and unkind. But we don’t have to disagree on 

what it may become---a world full of love, a kind of love that makes friends out of enemies, hope out 

of despair, life out of death. Not possible you say! Not without faith. Not without God’s help. 

     But also, and this is a very important point, not without our help. The world that God envisions 

(and we hopefully also envision) will NOT happen by accident.  Jesus came into the world to 

transform it, to sanctify it, to save it. But the work of Jesus here on earth was not finished with his 

Resurrection. We are here to carry on, to open our hearts to God’s grace, and to do whatever we can, 

however we can to spread the “Good News.” To keep shaking up the world so that people may more 

readily see the goodness and blessing that God brings into our lives, and through us, into the world. 

     My friends, when we say, “the world is as good as it gets,” we’re simply passing the buck, taking 

the easy way out. No, the world does not need to change to be better. You and I need to be better. You 

and I need to be better. You and I need to be better. Hopefully our need to be better results in our 

doing something positive to make our parish, our community, our county, our state, our nation better. 

Those things we can accomplish, simple or more complex, are the fruit John spoke about. That’s why 

a better world is possible, because Jesus who comes to us will make each of us a better person---if we 

let him.    

     Make the world better by starting in your own backyard. Knock, and the door will be answered.   


