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A Light to the Nations  
Imagine God telling you, “Job well done! Congratula-

tions!” How proud we would be to know that God’s 

favor had rested on us.  

 Imagine God saying next, “Because you did so 

well with this task, I want to give you something more 

to do.” Would you gulp in apprehension? Would you 

calmly accept the new directions? Or would you take on 

the new task with excitement?  

 In Isaiah’s prophecy, God tells Israel, “You are 

my servant.” These words comforted the chosen people 

because it reminded them that God proudly kept their 

friendship. But God went on. “It is too little for you to 

be my servant. . . . I will make you a light to the na-

tions.” Ancient Israel would show not just their own 

people but also other nations how to walk in the light of 

God.  

 For Christians, this prophecy points ahead to 

Jesus, who became known as God’s servant at his bap-

tism. Jesus won God’s pleasure as the longed-for Messi-

ah. But God asked for something more—for Jesus to 

save all the nations. Jesus opened wide God’s doors of 

salvation. He accepted God’s task.  

 What about you? What task have you done that 

makes God proud? Is God asking you for something 

more? What might that be?  
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FORGIVENESS 

The only true forgiveness  

is that which is offered and extended  

even before the offender has apologized and sought it. 
—Søren Kierkegaard 

 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
 Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;  
 Mk 3:1-6, or any of a number of readings  
 for the Day of Prayer 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13;  
 Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2;  
 Mk 16:15-18 
Sunday: Is 8:23 — 9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;  
 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 [12-17] 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 



Mass Intentions 

Monday, January 20, St. Fabian, Pope & Martyr St. Sebastian , Martyr 

8:00AM Living Cerny Family 
 †Helena Hwang req. The Family 
Tuesday, January 21 
8:00AM †Alice Palazzo req. Sister Mary Sikorski 
 †Gene Schmidt req. Friends 
Wednesday, January 22, St. Vincent, Deacon & Martyr 

8:00AM †Ernie DeSalvo req. Judy Beyer 
Thursday, January 23, St. Marianne Cope, Virgin St. Vincent Deacon & Martyr 

8:00AM Living Lt. Col Michael Gunther, Ph.d. 
              req. Ed & Dolores Leuthner 
 †Ray Cerny req. The Family 
 †Edward Schmuel req. Wife Lillian 
Friday, January 24,St. Francis de Sales, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

8:00AM †Helen Killian req. Victoria Hansen 
 Helena Hwang, Anges Ho, Paul Ho req. The Family 
Saturday, January 25 
5:00PM Living 50th Wedding Anniversary 
 †Juan & Paula Gonzalez 
 †Steven Michael McKay req. Father John McKay 
 †Patrick Weiler req. Graves Family 
 †Raymond Urbanski req. Graves Family 
 †Ellen Vande Merkt req. Michael Coleman 
 †Elizabeth Aiken req. Husband Bud 
Sunday, January 26 
7:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
9:30AM Living Judy Hester req. Daughter Judy Vuich 
 †Jim & †Sophia Kirn req. Daughter Nancy & Jeff Uhler 
 †Evelyn Noga req. Ron & Mary Jean Johnson 
11:30AM †Jeremiah Kim req. Arlene Rogalski  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS JANUARY 25 & 26, 2020 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Jacob Fr. Jacob Fr. Jacob Fr. Pelrine 

Deacons Deacon Bob Deacon Mike Deacon Gary Deacon Danny-Preach 

Lectors C. Hendricks 
J. Schwartz 

M. Escano 
G. Russ 

E. Roberts 
A. Samano 

E. McPherson 
R. Melnick 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon 
T. Teehan 
G. McQuillan 
D. Suhling 
J. Mosele 
C. Kasamis 
D. Washburn 
S. Washburn 
D. Chin 

Deacon 
R. Peterson 
A. Rafferty III 
J. Thompson 
P. Tekampe 
M. Escano 
L. Zucco 

Deacon 
C. Perrelle 
S. Gunther 
K. Pieniazkiewicz 
C. Lutzow 
D. Slater 
L.M. Davis 
L. Kuderna 
S. Monahan 
A. Capulong 
S. Kajohn 

Deacon 
M. Nelsen 
B. Kupsak 
M. Job 
N. Martin 
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D. Wittgen 
S. Ropke 
JA Ballwanz 

The Week Ahead 

Sunday, January 19 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Monday, January 20- 
  Martin Luther King Day Parish Office Closed 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 7:00PM Lectio Divina Bible Study 
Tuesday, January 21 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 9:00AM Lectio Divina Bible Study 
 5:30PM Edge  
 7:30PM St. Mary’s Moms Rosary Group 
Wednesday, January 22 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 6:00PM P.A.D.S. 
 6:30PM Human Concerns Commission Meeting 
 7:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, January 23 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
Friday, January 24 
 8:00AM Mass 
 9:00AM First Reconcilation 
 8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Saturday, January 25 
 5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 6:00PM Sports Night 
Sunday, January 26 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 6:00PM Ignite High School Youth Group 



from 

Jacob’s Well 
Evening Prayer and Farewell Reception for 
Bishop Alberto Rojas 
All are invited to evening prayer and a farewell reception for Bishop 
Alberto Rojas on Sunday, January 19, 2020, 5:30–8:30 p.m.,  
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe’s St. Joseph Chapel, 1170 N. River 
Rd., Des Plaines, IL. Come to pray with Bishop Rojas and share your 
good wishes.  
 Bishop Rojas was named on December 2 by Pope Francis 
as the Coadjutor Bishop of San Bernardino, and he will be formally 
welcomed on February 24. Bishop Rojas was born in Aguascalientes, 
Mexico and emigrated to the United States in 1993 to complete his 
seminary formation at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein, 
Illinois. He was ordained a priest in 1997and worked in parish ministry 
and at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary. Bishop Rojas was ordained an 
auxiliary bishop for Chicago in 2011. He served as Episcopal Vicar of 
Vicariate III from 2011 to 2018, 
and as Episcopal Vicar of Vicari-
ate I from 2018 to 2019.  
 Bishop Rojas express-
es his gratitude for the opportu-
nities and friendships he has 
experienced while in the Archdi-
ocese of Chicago, and promises 
to remember his friends and 
benefactors in his prayers and 

Masses.  

Bishop Rojas, with Fr. Matthew Alexan-

der, at the Mass to Thank Altar Servers, 

February, 2019 

Dear Parishioners  

 Today is the beginning of the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity which takes place each year from January 

18th through the 25th. This is an annual initiative whereby 

Christian communities throughout the world are encouraged 

to pray for one another and for greater Christian unity.  This 

observance is sponsored by the World Council of Churches 

and the Catholic Church’s Pontifical Council for Promoting 

Christian Unity. The theme for 2020 is, “They showed an 

unusual kindness,” which finds its origins in Acts 27:18-

28:10. I find this theme especially relevant for our time in 

light of the often divisive and dysfunctional political dis-

course these days. I believe that as people of faith we not 

only have a moral obligation to be respectful in the way we 

communicate our political opinions but that we also must 

also take the time to listen and try to understand another’s 

point of view and experiences that may be different from 

our own. Mark Twain wrote, “Kindness is the language the 

deaf can hear and the blind can see.” Kindness is a universal 

language which everyone can understand and never goes out 

of fashion. May we grow in our ability to spread kindness to 

those we meet each day. 

 On Monday, the American people honor the birth-

day, life and dreams of Martin Luther King Jr.  Many 

schools and businesses are closed this day; it is a day set 

aside to remember how Martin Luther fought for equality, 

dignity, and freedom. It is a day of service and a day to give 

thanks for the freedoms that he suffered and ultimately died 

to protect and promote. Martin Luther King once said, “A 

man dies when he refuses to stand up for that which is right. 

A man dies when he refuses to stand up for justice. A man 

dies when he refuses to take a stand for that which is true.”    

Wednesday, January 22nd, is a Day of Prayer for the Legal 

Protection of Unborn Children. As individuals, we are 

called to observe this day through the penitential practices 

of prayer, fasting and/or giving alms. Pope Francis often 

speaks of a “throwaway culture” to describe how women 

are often victimized by abortion and how violence, econom-

ic injustices and unbridled consumerism contribute to a de-

sensitizing of the value of all life. In the words of Pope 

Francis:  “I would therefore like us all to make the serious 

commitment to respect and care for creation, to pay atten-

tion to every person, to combat the culture of waste and of 

throwing out so as to foster a culture of solidarity and en-

counter. Everything has been entrusted to our protection, 

and all of us are responsible for it. Be protectors of God’s 

gifts!”  

O Mary, 

bright dawn of the new world, 

Mother of the living, 

to you do we entrust the cause of life. 
Look down, O Mother, 

upon the vast numbers of babies not allowed to be born, 

of the poor whose lives are made difficult, 

of men and women who are victims of brutal violence, 

of the elderly and the sick killed 

by indifference or out of misguided mercy. 

Grant that all who believe in your Son 

may proclaim the Gospel of life 
with honesty and love to the people of our time. 

Obtain for them the grace to accept that Gospel 
as a gift ever new, 

the joy of celebrating it with gratitude throughout their lives 

and the courage to bear witness to it 
resolutely, in order to build, 

together with all people of good will, 

the civilization of truth and love, 

to the praise and glory of God, 

the Creator and lover of life. 
― Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae (1995) 



Stewardship Report   

Sunday Collection January 5, 2020  $           24,272.07  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           22,596.15  

Difference  $              1,675.92  

   

   

Solemnity of Mary 1/1/20  $              4,025.75  

Solemnity of Mary PY  $              5,050.00  

Difference  $           (1,024.25) 

   

   

Sunday Collection January 12, 2020  $           15,967.57  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           22,596.15  

Difference  $           (6,628.58) 

   

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $         626,393.18  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $         655,288.46  

Difference  $         (28,895.28) 

Difference vs. Last Year  $         (17,416.05) 

   
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   

Consider Becoming a Sponsor for One  
of Our RCIA candidates 
God has sent us four men and women who are seeking to become 
part of our Catholic faith this year.  They are, Therese, Sharon, Ray 
and Grant.  All four of them were baptized in other faith traditions and 
now seek to make their profession of faith in the Catholic Tradition.   
We are looking for people to be parish sponsors for these candidates.  
The Sponsor usually attends the RCIA sessions with each candidate. 
Our sessions are held on Sunday mornings, after the 9:30 AM Mass; 
2 or 3 times a month.   The sponsor assists in introducing the candi-
date to our St. Mary Catholic community.   A sponsor does NOT have 
to have “all the answers” about the Catholic faith, but it is important 
that you value your Catholic faith and want to share it with others. 
Your role is to accompany the candidate into relationship with Jesus 
Christ and His Church.   
 
What is required for a sponsor? 
A desire to be a friend and companion during an important time in 
someone’s life 
A desire to learn with your candidate 
Be a Baptized & confirmed Catholic who regularly practices their faith 
and leads a life in harmony with the faith.  
Please contact Fr. Jerry or Catherine Sims, the RCIA Coordinator at 
rciastmota@gmail.com, if you would consider becoming a sponsor for 
one of our candidates.   

Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic Chapel fol-
lowing the 8:00 AM Mass Monday through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in the Eucharistic 
Chapel on Fridays immediately following the 8:00 AM Mass .and 3:00 
PM during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

Al Olorvida, Merle Jaikatis, Frank Kopczynski 
Patrick McNabb 

 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 
Marilyn Heraty, Alan Lovas 

 

St. Mary Childcare  
Virtus-trained adult volunteers and teen helpers provide childcare for 
children 6 months–4 years of age during the 9:30 Mass. All are wel-
come! Please contact Kitty White: kitty.white.kw@gmail.com if you 
have questions about the childcare ministry or are interested in volun-
teering.  

FEATURED TITLE FOR JANUARY 
 

(Nudging) Conversions 
A Practical Guide to Bringing Those  

You Love Back to the Church  
By 

Carrie Gress 
We all want our family and friends to know the joy and peace we’ve 
discovered in being Catholic, but the last thing we want to do is to 
force our faith on them. So how can we help to bring our loved ones 
back to the Church? Here’s a guide to encouraging friends and family 
to come back to the Church. Learn the right questions to ask, how to 
answer tough questions about the faith, when to speak up, when to 
keep silent, and more. 
 

Feature resources can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 
Please remember a $3-4 donation is suggested to allow the parish to 

continue the program and offer new material. 

mailto:kitty.white.kw@gmail.com


Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak     

 
“What’s Hope Got to Do with It?” 

     The refrain of today’s Responsorial Psalm is, “Here I am Lord, I 
come to do your will.” Thy will be done! How many times have we told 
ourselves, or mentioned to others, those thoughts and that the ac-
ceptance of “God’s will” be always the best for us? At least we hope 
so. Yes, “Hope” is an essential and necessary foundation of being 
willing and able to accept God’s will without hemming or hawing.  
     When “life happens,” that’s usually a time when “God’s will” comes 
into question. We are often tempted to give up hope. It must feel like 
that today to the thousands of Americans who recently experienced 
hurricanes, flooding, out of control wildfires, and that medical diagnosis 
that nobody wanted to hear. To these and many others, “Life hap-
pened.” In the blink of any eye, homes, possessions, livelihoods and 
personal health were gone. What emotions must they be feeling? 
Would we still have hope? 
     We focus on faith in Jesus, on loving God and our neighbor, but do 
we really value and cultivate “hope?” Hope is what sustains us as we 
“stick to it,” remaining unwavering in times of trial and discouragement. 
Hope is not wishful thinking or passive waiting. It’s something we expe-
rience before the “bad stuff” happens. I pray we all live hopeful lives. 
     Most of us have a GPS installed on our cell phones or in our autos. 
The GPS knows our starting point, calculates our route and usually, 
without too much difficulty, gets us there. Similarly, we try to pay atten-
tion to our life’s path, knowing where we are, and looking to our desti-
nations. This looking means making conscious, deliberate, intentional 
choices to move in the direction of our destiny.  
     The Old Testament tells us that Abraham, the great Father of Faith 
who was given the directive to, “Go forth from the land of your kinfolk 
and from your father’s house to a land I will show you (Genesis 1:11). 
Abraham had no GPS. With hope abundant, traveled with a great deal 
of trust in “God’s will,” in God’s providence. Abraham TRUSTED God 
to lead him, and that trust gave him HOPE, which empowered him to 
remain steadfast on his journey. Abraham had no idea where the jour-
ney would lead, but he was confident that God knew, and that was 
enough for him. Is that enough for us? 
     Thomas Merton was an American Trappist monk and spiritual writer 
of the last century. He wrote a prayer that seems most appropriate for 
those times when we experience the storms of life and don’t know 
where to turn: 

“My Lord, God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road 

ahead of me, I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really 

know myself, and the fact that I think that I am following your will does 

not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to 

please you does, in fact please you, and I hope that I have that desire 

in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that 

desire. And I know that if I do, that you will lead me by the right road, 

although I may know nothing about it. Therefore, will I trust you always, 

though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not 

fear, for you are ever with me and will never leave me to face my perils 

alone.” Thomas Merton.  May each of us experience a hopeful week, 

even in the eye of our own hurricanes, and be able to  readily say, 

“Here I am Lord, I come to do your will.” 

Thank You, Volunteers  
The PADS ministry would like to thank all the various volunteers who 
stepped up to help in any capacity during the holiday season. Your 
assistance was very much appreciated.  
 We are currently in need of a 3:00-6:00 am shift volunteer 
for the third Wednesday of the remainder of our season. If you’re inter-
ested, please email Sue Poletto @ poletto@comcast.net. Thank you 
for your consideration and please continue to pray for our guests. 

The current progress of our To Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign 
is shown below. As you can see, we have ample reason to be happy 
and grateful.  December was another excellent month with more than 
$54,000 in pledge payments received. This has moved us much closer 
to the funding level needed to regrade and repave our deteriorating 
parking lots. Trusting that the pledge payments needed to get us to 
that goal will come in as scheduled, St. Mary will soon begin to pro-
cure contractor estimates for this project, which we would like to do 
this summer. Once the parking lots are done, we will then direct our 
efforts and resources to completing the final goal of the campaign: 
upgrading the Little Church basement for use by PADS and other par-
ish ministries.   
 
Thank you to all the TTWCI donors whose great generosity has ena-
bled us to achieve so much with this campaign in just three short 
years. We are exceedingly grateful for your gifts! If you have fallen 
behind on your payments, please take steps to catch up so that we 
can complete these important parish projects.  May the Lord continue 
to bless St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish and all those who sacri-
fice for the mission of the Gospel.   
 
Results through December 31, 2019 
Pledges     Amount  
Goal   $2,350,000  
Pledges   $2,842,775 121% of goal 
Pledges Made              557 
 
Payments This Month       $54,663 
Total Payments Received       $2,207,506 78% of pledges 
Balance Remaining      $635,269 
 
Campaign Allocations      Target  To Date         Target % 
Archdiocesan Education            $642,000   $642,000 100% 
and Formation 
St. Mary Construction Debt1 $1,200,000   $1,200,000 100% 
St. Mary Capital Projects2    $508,000      $365,506    72% 
   TOTAL $2,350,000   $2,207,506 
 
 
1. The Archdiocese matched our debt payment on a 3-to-1 basis, eliminating 

$4.8m in loan principal. In addition, the AOC forgave $1.6m in unpaid back 
interest. 

2. St. Mary Capital Projects to be funded by the campaign are: repaving our 
parking lots and remodeling the little church basement for use by PADS 
and parish groups. 

mailto:poletto@comcast.net


@youth_stmaryfc 

@youth_stmaryfc 
St. Mary of the Annunciation 

Youth Ministry 

REP NEWS! 
Registration for the 2020-2021 year will be post-
ed on the parish web site beginning Monday, 
Feb. 3.  All families wishing to enroll their chil-
dren will need to fill out the form and return it to 
the parish office.  Forms are not mailed to fam-
ilies.  The dates for the summer session are 

July 6-17.  If you are interested in the summer session, forms must 
be returned NO later than Friday, Feb. 21 to be included in the lottery. 

If you are new to St. Mary and have not yet registered with 
the parish, please do this before registering your child for REP.  Our 
next Welcome Session is Sunday, Feb. 9 after the 9:30 Mass, at 
which time you are able to register with the parish. 
Please contact Sue Matousek with any questions at 
smatous@stmota.org. 
 

mailto:smatous@stmota.org


F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Back in the 1980s when the Statue of Liberty was being refur-
bished for her centennial, the conservators discovered that 

the inside support system had to be replaced. While the outside 
copper skin only needed to be cleaned, rust and corrosion had 
ruined the inner cast iron structure that supported the statue. It 
was estimated that Lady Liberty would have collapsed within 20 
years if repairs were not made. The cast iron supports were re-

placed with stainless steel and it is now estimated that the Statue of 
Liberty can withstand 125 mph winds.  
 You and I also need to have a strong inner support structure. 
If neglected, the subtle creep of corrosion to the values which provide 
our inner strength will eventually result in our collapse. For nearly half 
a century we have been subject to an invasive corrosion that has eat-
en away at a most precious and fundamental value – the sanctity of 
human life. That corrosion has eaten into many aspects of our cultural 
life, poisoning everything from politics and discourse to just basic re-
spect for our fellow human beings. 
 A few days from now, on January 22nd, we will mark the 
tragic 47th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to legal-
ize abortion. Since 1973, more than 60 million unborn children have 
been killed. Today, there are about 1 million abortions performed in 
our country each year. While the rate has thankfully been declining, 
this still means that about 18% of all pregnancies in America end with 
an abortion.  
 Beyond statistics, our culture seems to find human life in 
general to be more expendable; mass shootings, assisted suicide and 
gang violence are accepted as the norm. We must start replacing the 
rusty, decaying structure with new, solid stainless steel values that are 
based on God’s ways if we want to avoid collapse. As with the Statue 
of Liberty, both our individual and societal rehab must start from within. 
 As Catholics, we embrace a consistent ethic that protects 
human life from the moment of conception until God calls us home in a 
natural death. Thus, we oppose capital punishment, assisted suicide, 
and euthanasia as well as abortion. As Cardinal Bernardin described 
it, our Catholic ethic of life is a seamless garment. We cannot be “for” 
life some of the time and “against” it at others. Respecting Life also 
means that we Catholics oppose the other societal cancers that attack 
the sanctity of human life, such as war, poverty, racism, violence, hu-
man trafficking, economic exploitation, etc. We need to be truly pro-life 
and not just pro-birth. 
 Sadly, we often demonstrate more energy regarding the 
unborn than we do the born, even within the Church and even with 
children. Several months ago, the music director at my son’s parish 
snarled at him after Mass, “You don’t need to come here!” when one of 
his children had a meltdown and he couldn’t get her out fast enough. 
When approached, the parish priest was similarly off-putting. The 
sharp remarks and lack of understanding have left a scar (or maybe 
more of a festering wound) with my son and his family. Unfortunately, 
theirs is not a rare experience. 
 But embracing fussy children is part-and-parcel of being truly 
pro-life and not just pro-birth! As Pope Francis said to parents with 
small children at Mass last week: “If they do start to cry, try to make 
them comfortable, but don’t worry if they keep it up. Children are cho-
ral; if one starts making noise, they all join in. Don’t get upset! When a 
child cries in church, it’s a beautiful homily. Don’t forget, you bear the 
Holy Spirit within the children.” How good are we as individuals and as 
a parish at embodying this sort of encounter for parents with young 
children in our midst? 
 

THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. PAUL  
PILGRIMAGE TO GREECE  
May 11 - 21, 2020  
Visit many of the sites of Paul's Sec-
ond and Third Missionary Journeys  
 
Athens Corinth Patmos Ephesus Lydia 
Spring Philippi Berea, Thessaloniki Met-
oeora with Daily Mass!  
Pilgrimage led by: Father Mark Au-
gustine & Deacon Bob Thomas 

  
JOIN US TO LEARN MORE Tuesday, February 11 / 
7:00 PM Church of St. Mary 
 Parish Center QUESTIONS: Contact Deacon Bob 

 Our witness must encompass committed action to combat 
all sins that degrade the sacred nature of human life. It is not enough 
to protect life before birth; we must also champion life and its fullness 
after birth too. We cannot pick only one or two of these evils to op-
pose; we must battle everything that assaults the intrinsic value God 
gave us when, as Genesis tells us, we were all made in His image 
and likeness. That includes even small things like showing patience 
and welcome for kids being kids at church.  
 The conversion we need just isn’t at the level of national 
law. It starts within. It starts with us. It starts with small things in our 
daily lives. Let us ask God for his grace to better reflect his image and 
likeness. If you wish to contact me, just leave a note in the Parish 
Office or send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 
 

February 6 & 13 



Reflection from the Catechism 
A selection from The Catechism of the Catholic Church that pertains to either  
the particular readings of the day or liturgical season or feast  

 

“John the Baptist is ‘more than a prophet.’177 in him, the Holy Spirit 

concludes his speaking through the prophets. John completes the 

cycle of prophets begun by Elijah.178 Hew proclaims the imminence of 

the consolation of Israel; he is the ‘voice’ of the Consoler who is com-

ing.179 As the Spirit of truth will also do, John ‘came to bear witness to 

the light.’180 In John’s sight, the Spirit thus brings to completion the 

careful search of the prophets and fulfills the longing of the angels.181 

‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirt. And I have seen and have borne witness 

that this is the Son of God. … Behold, the Lamb of God.’” 

CCC #719 

Cash Raffle  

Door Prizes 

 

St. Vincent 
de Paul  
Society’s 17

th
 Annual  

Pasta Party 

18
th
 Annual  

Pasta Party 

Sunday, February 23 ,2020 
In Diantha Hall (the school gym) 

Join us for our traditional afternoon of party fun, food  
and fellowship  

Catered by Tina G’s Restaurant.  
. 

Feast on a delicious dinner catered by Tina G’s Café in Mundelein. 
Our sincere thanks to Tina & Phil Gilardi Jr. and staff for donating 
food, time and talent, to prepare this wonderful pasta dish on-site.   

Come break bread with us! 

Tasty Pasta with Sauce and Meatballs  

Crisp Garden Salad with Dressing   

Fresh Italian Bread 

Scrumptious Desserts 

TAKE OUT  AVAILABLE 

 

CUT ALONG THE DOTTED LINE 

 
MORNING OF REFLECTION - RSVP NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 10, 2020, (PLEASE PRINT)  

 

Name:___________________________ Parish: _______________________ 

Home Phone:_____________________ Cell Phone:  ___________________ 

Email Address:  ____________________________________ 

Attend Lunch:          YES            NO 
 
Please mail RSVP Form to: 
Mary McKenna, P.O. Box 273, Barrington, IL   60011, 312-218-4251 

How can you support our Pasta Party? 
Our parishioners’ active partnership and financial 
support, has enabled the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul at St. Mary to serve the poor & suffering in our 

local area, for 27 years. 

We need our young people and adults of the com-
munity to help us at the party! Volunteer posters 
of jobs and shifts, covering the following general 
categories*, will be in the narthex several weeks 
before the Party.    
 

Sat., Feb. 22: Party SETUP 12:00–2:00 PM              

Sun., Feb. 23: Party JOBS 12:30–4:00 PM 

Sun., Feb. 23: Party CLEAN-UP 4:00–5:30 PM 



“If someone shared with you she was pregnant and hadn't ruled out having an abortion, would 
you know how to respond? … When a woman is facing a difficult pregnancy, the reaction of the 
first person she tells tends to set the tone for her decision-making. How do we respond to our 
friend in a loving way that is life-affirming for both her and her baby?” Consider the four steps of 
the L.O.V.E. Approach™*: Listen and Learn, Open Options, Vision and Value, and Extend and 
Empower.” Read more at www.respectlife.org/l-o-v-e.    USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“What to Do When a Friend is Considering Abortion” (www.respectlife.org/l-o-v-e)  
*THE L.O.V.E. APPROACH™ IS TRADEMARKED BY HEARTBEAT INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

AND MAY NOT BE ADAPTED OR MODIFIED. THE L.O.V.E. APPROACH™ IS USED IN 

"WHAT TO DO WHEN A FRIEND IS CONSIDERING ABORTION" WITH PERMISSION FROM 

HEARTBEAT INTERNATIONAL, INC.  

CLIMATE CHANGE: A MATTER OF FAITH? YES. 
Pope Francis follows John Paul II and Benedict in recog-
nizing the scientific consensus that climate change is 
caused by human activity. Deforestation and burning fos-
sil fuels are major causes. While some have wrongly 
turned it into a political issue, Pope Francis recognizes it 
as a social justice and a moral issue. This is because those who will suffer most from 
the resulting environmental damage are the poor and future generations. ..who are least 
responsible for causing it. Francis calls upon  individuals, governments and corporations 
to make changes to mitigate the problem. He has met with top Energy company execu-
tives and they have agreed to support a price on carbon emissions. The US Conference 
of Catholic Bishops also has issued a statement of support for legislation (H.R.763) that 
puts a price on carbon emissions to encourage a switch to clean energy, without eco-
nomically harming the poor or middle class. The severe human costs, that will be a con-
sequence of doing nothing, make this a moral issue and a matter of concern and action 
as part of our faith. “As you press on for justice, be sure to 

move with dignity and discipline, using 

only the weapon of love.  Let no one 

pull you so low as to hate. Always avoid 

violence.  If you succumb to the tempta-

tion of using violence in your struggle, 

unborn generations will be the recipi-

ents of a long and desolate night of 

bitterness, and your chief legacy to the 

future will be an endless reign of mean-

ingless chaos.” 

Martin Luther King 

THE HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION will meeti on Wednesday, January 22nd at 6:30pm. 
All are welcome!  Come and learn how our parish cares for others. 

 

Save the date for a MOTHER/DAUGHTER lunch and a special screening of the film  
“The Empowerment Project:  Ordinary Women Doing Extraordinary Things 

 The St. Mary DV Ministry offers this opportunity to build healthy, positive self-esteem and talk about healthy relationships 

The Empowerment Project        Sunday, February 9, 2020 

12:30-2:30pm  for lunch, movie, discussion, door prizes, and fun! 

Free of charge but please rsvp to Diane in the parish office or  email at  

dmulroe@stmota.org so we can plan the lunch accordingly 

MINISTRY OF CARE 
If you or someone you know cannot 
attend Mass, consider having a Minister 
of Care come and visit.  If you would 
like a St. Mary Minister of Care to come 
and visit and pray with you and bring 
you communion, please call Diane Mul-
roe in the parish office. 

http://www.respectlife.org/l-o-v-e
http://www.respectlife.org/l-o-v-e


Did you miss January 15? 

Come on January 29! 



Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Archdiocese of Chicago 
requires that a wedding be scheduled at least six months in advance so that the couple may receive necessary preparation. A 
parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday at 8:00AM 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

Thursday, Friday  

 
PARISH NUMBER  

847-223-0010  
 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      

Frassati Catholic Academy: 847-526-6311 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 

Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 

 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner  
Principal,          Tkleckner@frassaticatholicacademy.org 
 

Ms. Maria Hutchins  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Robert Kilkenny   Ext. 304 
Facilities Manager      rkilkenny@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance   

 
Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 

Rev. Don Cambe Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor FrDon@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

 

Pastoral Council 
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy 
Jon Matousek 
Linda Green 

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 

Carl Calabrese 
Kevin Igielski* 

 

*ex-officio, secretary 

mailto:rkilkenny@stmota.org

