
Deacon Deliberations by Deacon Gary Kupsak     

“What’s Hope Got to Do with It?” 

     The refrain of today’s Responsorial Psalm is, “Here I am Lord, I come to do your will.” Thy will be done! How 

many times have we told ourselves, or mentioned to others, those thoughts and that the acceptance of “God’s will” be 

always the best for us? At least we hope so. Yes, “Hope” is an essential and necessary foundation of being willing and 

able to accept God’s will without hemming or hawing.  

     When “life happens,” that’s usually a time when “God’s will” comes into question. We are often tempted to give up 

hope. It must feel like that today to the thousands of Americans who recently experienced hurricanes, flooding, out of 

control wildfires, and that medical diagnosis that nobody wanted to hear. To these and many others, “Life happened.” 

In the blink of any eye, homes, possessions, livelihoods and personal health were gone. What emotions must they be 

feeling? Would we still have hope? 

     We focus on faith in Jesus, on loving God and our neighbor, but do we really value and cultivate “hope?” Hope is 

what sustains us as we “stick to it,” remaining unwavering in times of trial and discouragement. Hope is not wishful 

thinking or passive waiting. It’s something we experience before the “bad stuff” happens. I pray we all live hopeful 

lives. 

     Most of us have a GPS installed on our cell phones or in our autos. The GPS knows our starting point, calculates our 

route and usually, without too much difficulty, gets us there. Similarly, we try to pay attention to our life’s path, 

knowing where we are, and looking to our destinations. This looking means making conscious, deliberate, intentional 

choices to move in the direction of our destiny.  

     The Old Testament tells us that Abraham, the great Father of Faith who was given the directive to, “Go forth from 

the land of your kinfolk and from your father’s house to a land I will show you (Genesis 1:11). Abraham had no GPS . 

With hope abundant, traveled with a great deal of trust in “God’s will,” in God’s providence. Abraham TRUSTED God 

to lead him, and that trust gave him HOPE, which empowered him to remain steadfast on his journey. Abraham had no 

idea where the journey would lead, but he was confident that God knew, and that was enough for him. Is that enough 

for us? 

     Thomas Merton was an American Trappist monk and spiritual writer of the last century. He wrote a prayer that 

seems most appropriate for those times when we experience the storms of life and don’t know where to turn: 

“My Lord, God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me, I cannot know for certain where it 

will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am following your will does not mean that I am 

actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does, in fact please you, and I hope that I have that desire 

in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do, that you will 

lead me by the right road, although I may know nothing about it. Therefore, will I trust you always, though I may seem 

to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me and will never leave me to face my perils 



alone.” Thomas Merton.  May each of us experience a hopeful week, even in the eye of our own hurricanes, and be 

able to  readily say, “Here I am Lord, I come to do your will.” 


