
Fisch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Back in the 1980s when the Statue of Liberty was being refurbished for her centennial, the conservators discovered that 
the inside support system had to be replaced. While the outside copper skin only needed to be cleaned, rust and 
corrosion had ruined the inner cast iron structure that supported the statue. It was estimated that Lady Liberty would have 
collapsed within 20 years if repairs were not made. The cast iron supports were replaced with stainless steel and it is now 
estimated that the Statue of Liberty can withstand 125 mph winds.  

 You and I also need to have a strong inner support structure. If neglected, the subtle creep of corrosion to the values 
which provide our inner strength will eventually result in our collapse. For nearly half a century we have been subject to an 
invasive corrosion that has eaten away at a most precious and fundamental value – the sanctity of human life. That corrosion 
has eaten into many aspects of our cultural life, poisoning everything from politics and discourse to just basic respect for our 
fellow human beings. 
 A few days from now, on January 22nd, we will mark the tragic 47th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision 
to legalize abortion. Since 1973, more than 60 million unborn children have been killed. Today, there are about 1 million 
abortions performed in our country each year. While the rate has thankfully been declining, this still means that about 18% of all 
pregnancies in America end with an abortion.  
 Beyond statistics, our culture seems to find human life in general to be more expendable; mass shootings, assisted 
suicide and gang violence are accepted as the norm. We must start replacing the rusty, decaying structure with new, solid 
stainless steel values that are based on God’s ways if we want to avoid collapse. As with the Statue of Liberty, both our 
individual and societal rehab must start from within. 
 As Catholics, we embrace a consistent ethic that protects human life from the moment of conception until God calls us 
home in a natural death. Thus, we oppose capital punishment, assisted suicide, and euthanasia as well as abortion. As Cardinal 
Bernardin described it, our Catholic ethic of life is a seamless garment. We cannot be “for” life some of the time and “against” it at 
others. Respecting Life also means that we Catholics oppose the other societal cancers that attack the sanctity of human life, 
such as war, poverty, racism, violence, human trafficking, economic exploitation, etc. We need to be truly pro-life and not just 
pro-birth. 
 Sadly, we often demonstrate more energy regarding the unborn than we do the born, even within the Church and even 
with children. Several months ago, the music director at my son’s parish snarled at him after Mass, “You don’t need to come 
here!” when one of his children had a meltdown and he couldn’t get her out fast enough. When approached, the parish priest 
was similarly off-putting. The sharp remarks and lack of understanding have left a scar (or maybe more of a festering wound) 
with my son and his family. Unfortunately, theirs is not a rare experience. 
 But embracing fussy children is part-and-parcel of being truly pro-life and not just pro-birth! As Pope Francis said to 
parents with small children at Mass last week: “If they do start to cry, try to make them comfortable, but don’t worry if they keep it 
up. Children are choral; if one starts making noise, they all join in. Don’t get upset! When a child cries in church, it’s a beautiful 
homily. Don’t forget, you bear the Holy Spirit within the children.” How good are we as individuals and as a parish at embodying 
this sort of encounter for parents with young children in our midst? 
  
 Our witness must encompass committed action to combat all sins that degrade the sacred nature of human life. It is 
not enough to protect life before birth; we must also champion life and its fullness after birth too. We cannot pick only one or two 
of these evils to oppose; we must battle everything that assaults the intrinsic value God gave us when, as Genesis tells us, we 
were all made in His image and likeness. That includes even small things like showing patience and welcome for kids being kids 
at church.  
 The conversion we need just isn’t at the level of national law. It starts within. It starts with us. It starts with small things 
in our daily lives. Let us ask God for his grace to better reflect his image and likeness. If you wish to contact me, just leave a note 
in the Parish Office or send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 
  
 


