
 
Dear Parishioners  

 Today is the beginning of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which takes place each year from 

January 18th through the 25th. This is an annual initiative whereby Christian communities throughout the world 

are encouraged to pray for one another and for greater Christian unity.  This observance is sponsored by the 

World Council of Churches and the Catholic Church’s Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. The 

theme for 2020 is, “They showed an unusual kindness,” which finds its origins in Acts 27:18-28:10. I find this 

theme especially relevant for our time in light of the often divisive and dysfunctional political discourse these 

days. I believe that as people of faith we not only have a moral obligation to be respectful in the way we 

communicate our political opinions but that we also must also take the time to listen and try to understand 

another’s point of view and experiences that may be different from our own. Mark Twain wrote, “Kindness is 

the language the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” Kindness is a universal language which everyone can 

understand and never goes out of fashion. May we grow in our ability to spread kindness to those we meet 

each day. 

 On Monday, the American people honor the birthday, life and dreams of Martin Luther King Jr.  

Many schools and businesses are closed this day; it is a day set aside to remember how Martin Luther fought 

for equality, dignity, and freedom. It is a day of service and a day to give thanks for the freedoms that he 

suffered and ultimately died to protect and promote. Martin Luther King once said, “A man dies when he 

refuses to stand up for that which is right. A man dies when he refuses to stand up for justice. A man dies when 

he refuses to take a stand for that which is true.”    

Wednesday, January 22nd, is a Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children. As individuals, we 

are called to observe this day through the penitential practices of prayer, fasting and/or giving alms. Pope 

Francis often speaks of a “throwaway culture” to describe how women are often victimized by abortion and 

how violence, economic injustices and unbridled consumerism contribute to a desensitizing of the value of all 

life. In the words of Pope Francis:  “I would therefore like us all to make the serious commitment to respect 

and care for creation, to pay attention to every person, to combat the culture of waste and of throwing out so as 

to foster a culture of solidarity and encounter. Everything has been entrusted to our protection, and all of us 

are responsible for it. Be protectors of God’s gifts!”  

  

Let us pray for one another,  

Fr. Jerry 

  

 


