
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WHISPERS 
By Kirsten Bobber

Peter Coughlin recently received the Archdiocesan award, Christifideles, for his service to St. Mary 
parish. He is seen here in front of the little church awaiting the arrival of the PADS guests.

To Peter Coughlin, recipient of this past year’s Archdiocesan Christifideles 
Award for service to his parish and community, giving back doesn’t feel like 
volunteerism, it feels like family.

When Coughlin moved from New York in the early 1990s to the Chicagoland 
area to start a new job and joined St. Mary, he discovered a community that 
sought his involvement. Thus began his strong commitment of service to St. 
Mary and those in need. 

His volunteerism began when former pastor Fr. Eugene Keusal asked him to 
become a Eucharistic Minister. Later, Coughlin recalls several occasions when 
he sat quietly at the back of a church informational meeting to learn about 
a new program such as the startup of St. Mary’s PADS ministry or a new 
Bible study or prayer group being offered by the parish. After giving each of 
these programs a try, Coughlin felt the nudging of the Holy Spirit to get more 
involved. Asked to take on a leadership position within each, he responded to 
the call. Now, each of the ministries he is involved in feels like a small family 
community.

Coughlin credits St. Mary’s adult faith formation programming for deepening 
his faith and desire to serve. He was particularly inspired when Fr. Bill Burton 
gave a series of talks on the formation of the gospels. He said of the program, 
“The gospels came so alive for me, and I want to share that with other 
people.” When asked what his favorite gospel is, Coughlin responded, “Luke, 
because he emphasized outreach to the marginalized.”

“You could say that life is a series of coincidences,” Coughlin observed, “but 
I have learned to see it as God’s plan. You just have to listen like Elijah, listen 
for his voice. There are earthquakes and storms, then this slight whisper of a 
breeze, and that’s God’s voice. Quiet your life to listen to it.”

MEET PETER 
COUGHLIN 

Peter Coughlin serves as the current 
co-chair of St. Mary’s Parish Council 
and one of the site supervisors of 
St. Mary’s PADS program, through 
which he has been ministering to the 
homeless for the past 24 years. In 
addition to being a lector, Eucharistic 
Minister, and a member of St. 
Vincent De Paul, he has facilitated 
numerous adult faith formation small 
group sessions and a Lectio Divina 
prayer group. Coughlin recently 
retired from managing a chemical 
research group for Honeywell UOP. 
He and his wife Beverly have six 
children and six grandchildren.

       There are earthquakes 
and storms, then this slight 
whisper of a breeze, and 
that’s God’s voice. Quiet your 
life to listen to it.

- Peter Coughlin
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