
Fisch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Several years ago I met with a large group of 8th Graders to answer some of their questions about faith and 
Catholicism. One of the questions was: “Why did God create death? Or if he didn’t create it, why does he 
permit death?” Ah, THE fundamental question that confronts our human existence and tests our faith. Indeed, 
in the face of the illnesses and deaths inflicted by the current pandemic, you (and countless others) may very 
well be asking the same question. 

  
This profound question is too complex to be adequately addressed in this limited space. And there is no purely logical 
answer. Ultimately it comes down to, as Fr. James Martin writes, “Can you believe in a God that you don't 
understand?” But I think part of our problem is that we look at this question from the wrong angle. Rather than seeing 
ourselves as mortal creatures called to eternal life, perhaps we should see ourselves as eternal creatures having a 
temporary mortal experience.  
  
God created us for eternity. This earthly life is the prelude to what is to come after. While mortality entered human 
existence as a consequence of sin, death is not an end so much as it is the end of the beginning and a transition into 
the life beyond. Of course, how we will spend that eternity (whether consumed in lonely self-absorption and regret, or 
enfolded in the warmth and joy of Divine Love), depends upon whether we reject or accept God’s invitation to 
salvation while we are here. That choice is ours.   
  
While we may not understand how all the pieces fit together, the example of Jesus answers the question of where 
God stands on the topic of death. Time and time again, whenever Jesus encounters suffering and death in the 
Gospels he acts to defeat them. In today’s passage, John the Evangelist gives us what he considered the ultimate 
sign from the ministry of Jesus, the raising of Lazarus. In the midst of both ordinary life and grave crisis, Jesus says 
to you and me, “I AM the resurrection and the life. Do you believe this?” What is our answer? 
  
Perhaps we find ourselves trapped in some sort of tomb in our lives. Author Alice Camille asks: “Are we paralyzed 
with anxiety about the future; addicted to substances that call all the shots in our days; trapped in relationship 
dynamics that wound and don’t heal; wrapped in memories of the past that enshroud us in what was and make us 
unavailable for what could be?” From whatever has us entombed, Jesus beckons to you and me just as he beckoned 
Lazarus: “Come out!”  
  
We need to remember that the new life of Christ does not just begin on “the other side.” It begins now! And we must 
embrace that life now! Through Baptism, heaven has already begun for us. But all too often you and I bury ourselves 
in all sorts of possessions, excuses, fears and busyness. We fail to see Christ at work in everyday life. We fail to see 
the Lord present in the needs of others. And from all of that Jesus commands us, “Come out!” Are we hearing his 
voice and responding to his command? Also note that Jesus instructs those present to untie Lazarus. What about 
us? Are we untying the other Lazaruses in our lives or tightening their bonds? 
  
During these stressful days of anxiety and suffering, Jesus is saying to you and me, “I AM the resurrection and the 
life. Do you believe this?” Let us respond affirmatively in word, action and attitude because we do trust in the 
promises of a God we do not completely understand, a God who ultimately conquers every manner of suffering and 
death with peace and eternal life. You and I may be locked in our homes but let us not be locked in the tomb. If you 
wish to contact me, please send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 
  
 


