
 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends in the Lord, 

 I am grateful to all of you for the many ways you continue to pray and offer hope and encouragement to all 

of us. The many voicemails, text messages, e-mails, Facebook posts, and messages of hope and affirmation have 

indeed helped me to still feel connected to many of you. I am trying to do the same. I pray that you and your loved 
ones are staying safe and healthy. I am inspired by the level of creativity and the ways you are keeping the faith 

alive. I miss you all very much. Most of all, I miss celebrating the Sacraments with you. This is something that Fr. 

Don feels in a deeply personal way as this Sunday is the 12th anniversary of his Ordination to the priesthood. We 

pray for Fr. Don and for all priests who will remember the anniversary of their ordination in isolation.  

 Someone asked me: “Hey Father Jerry, what are you doing with all your free time these days?” I laughed 

because I have been busier, worked longer hours, and felt even more stress than when you are all present. “LOL” I 

think part of this is due to the daily changes that greatly impact the way that we are able to operate as a church and 

as individuals. Yet I remain grateful and hopeful. I am grateful that I remain healthy and strong as I rely on the 

support of Fr. Don Cambe and the entire Pastoral Staff as we continue to navigate these unchartered waters together. 

I have found myself singing to myself, what I call my theme song: “No storm can shake my inmost calm while to 

that rock I’m clinging. Since Christ is Lord of Heaven and Earth, how can I keep from singing?”  

 This a very difficult time for all of us. It is not easy to comply with the stay-at-home order and refrain from 
non-essential activities. As people of faith we have always believed that participating in the sacramental life of the 

church is essential. It is indeed a great hardship to be cut off from the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. I have 

heard from a number of people how much they hunger for the Eucharist. We need to remember that this sacrifice is 

for the common good, which is also at the heart of our sacramental life, as we pray for the Church throughout the 

world. Our sacrifice is helping to prevent the spread of COVID-19. This means that lives are being saved, possibly 

even your own. I look forward to that day when we will be able to return to the Sacraments.  

 While I know that viewing the Sunday Mass through the Internet is no substitute for the real presence of 

Christ in the Eucharist, each week Fr. Don and I offer Masses and we include the weekly Mass intentions and 

mention by name those who have recently died and those who are suffering serious illness. As a result of this 

pandemic, I know that it is possible that you or someone you know could be infected and in need of prayer. 

  If you have a loved one you would like our parish community to pray for, please send an email to 
dmulroe@stmota.org and/or frjerry@stmota.org with the name of that person and indicate if it is for prayers for the 

sick or prayers for the deceased. You are also encouraged to go to our website and sign up to receive emails as a 

Prayer Angel and begin praying for your fellow parishioners: http://stmaryfc.org/ministries/human-concerns-

commission/prayer-angels/.Once you submit your email address, you will receive emails and you are asked that 

when you open the email to pray for those who are listed.  

Let us pray for one another, 

Fr. Jerry  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for the Sick 
 

Father of goodness and love,  

hear our prayers  

for the sick members of our community  

and for all who are in need.  

Amid mental and physical suffering  
may they find consolation in your healing presence.  

Show your mercy as you close wounds, cure illness,  

make broken bodies whole and free downcast spirits.  

May these special people  

find lasting health and deliverance,  

and so join us in thanking you for all your gifts.  

We ask this through the Lord Jesus  

who healed those who believed. 

Amen. 
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