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Vision: 
That  

all generations  

at St. Mary  

and in the  

surrounding  

community  

encounter Jesus  

and live as  

His disciples. 

 

Mission: 
We are called  

to go out  

and share  

the Good News,  

making disciples  

who build up the 

Kingdom of God 

through  

meaningful prayer, 

effective formation  

and loving service. 

APRIL 5, 2020    PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION  

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 

All public Masses are suspended until further notice. 

Scripture Insights 
Today’s Gospel reading gives us Matthew’s 

“Passion narrative,” which begins with Judas’ be-

trayal and concludes with the laying of Jesus in the 

guarded tomb. Like each of the four evangelists in 

their account of the Passion, Matthew preserves 

much of the oral and written tradition passed on to 

him. This has led scholars to speculate that the 

Passion narrative was part of the earliest kerygma 

(or proclamation of Gospel teachings) by the first 

generation of Christians, since it appears to have 

solidified into a fixed written form rather quickly. 

While Matthew provides some additional details 

(such as the suicide of Judas, 27:3–10, and the 

guard at Jesus’ tomb, 27:62–66), none of these 

details changes the basic sequence of events as 

reported by all of the evangelists. As the other 

evangelists, Matthew saw the agony of Jesus’ 

arrest, interrogation, and death as part of the fulfill-

ment of Old Testament prophesies: for example, 

Judas’ thirty pieces of silver for betraying Jesus 

and Peter’s denial of Jesus, both prophesied by 

Zechariah (11:12–13 and 13:7). 

 Every Palm Sunday we hear proclaimed the 

same reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians. 

Scholars believe this text predates Paul himself 

and that it was likely a hymn sung in the liturgies of 

the earliest Christians. We can learn an important 

lesson about Jesus’ suffering and death from this 

first generation of Christians: Because of Jesus’ 

“obedience to the point of death, even death on a 

cross…, at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bend… and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord” (Philippians 2:8). 
 

–Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons, and Weekdays 2020: the 
Almanac for Pastoral Liturgy ©2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: 

Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
 
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
 
Since I cannot at this moment  
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You   
as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me  
to be separated from You. Amen. 



 

WEDDING BANNS 

Grace Schofield & Grant Kraemer II 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, April 6 
8:00AM Living The Cerny Family  
 †Liam Nold req. Aunt Elizabeth Shields 
Tuesday, April 7 
8:00AM †Sandra Lovas 
 †Salvator & Michelina Pannettier req. Family 
Wednesday, April 8 
8:00AM Living Peter Jensen (B.D.) req. Shirley Monahan 
 Living Tom Tulley (B.D.) req. Shirley Monahan 
 Gertrude Ewald req. The Family 
Thursday, April 9, Evening Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper 
7:00 PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
Friday, April 10, Celebration of the Passion of Our Lord 
No intention 
Saturday, April 11, Paschal Vigil First Mass of Easter 
7:00 PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
Sunday, April 12—Easter 
6:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
8:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
10:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
12:30PM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 
This list shows the Mass Intentions as entered into the parish Mass Book. 
Because public Masses have been suspended, all names listed will be includ-
ed in the videotaped Mass posted to the parish website and Facebook page.  

Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

Carrie Cimmarusti-Erickson, Mary Niemann,  
Jack Miller, Rita Bigony, Ragan Goeske 

 
 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 

Enrico Scala, Fank Noga, Barbara Ambrus, Chuck 
Pintossi, Mildren Gallagher Bitner, Wanda Only 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11 

Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 

Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34; Mt 26:14-25 

Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9; Ps 89:21-22, 25, 27;  

 Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21 

Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18;  

 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 

Friday: Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25; Heb 4:14-16; 

 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42 

Saturday: a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a]; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-

 14, 24, 35; or Ps 33:4-7, 12-13, 20-22;  

b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]; Ps 16: 5, 8-11;  

c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18;  

d) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13;  

e) Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6; 

f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4; Ps 19:8-11; 

g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or 

 Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; 

h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Mt 28:1-10 

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Col 3:1-4 or  

 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 or  

 (at an afternoon or evening Mass) Lk 24:13-35  

In light of an abundance of caution, we regret to inform you that  

The Parish Office Is Closed  
until further notice  

 

We are monitoring telephone messages and emails.  
For most current information, log onto our website or 

see our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram pages.  
 

Web: www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 

Because of an early bulletin submission deadline  

the Stewardship Report for March 22  

will be included in an upcoming bulletin. 

Prayer for the Sick 
 

Father of goodness and love,  

hear our prayers  

for the sick members of our community  

and for all who are in need.  

Amid mental and physical suffering  

may they find consolation  

in your healing presence.  

Show your mercy as you close wounds,  

cure illness, make broken bodies whole  

and free downcast spirits.  

May these special people  

find lasting health and deliverance,  

and so join us in thanking you for all your gifts.  

We ask this through the Lord Jesus  

who healed those who believed. 

Amen. 



Holy Week is a major liturgical celebration for us in the 
Philippines. In a typical world (read: Coronavirus pan-
demic-free), people would take off from work beginning 
on the afternoon of Holy Wednesday until Easter Sunday. 
Most malls and business establishments are closed on 
those days. However, with the situation we are currently 
in, things could be totally different from how they used 
to. To begin with, most people by now are already in their 
homes and spending more time with their families, and 
hopefully, having more time for prayer.  

 
We Filipinos call Holy Week “Mahal na Araw.” When 
translated, the word “Mahal” means two things: love and 
expensive. During this time, we ponder on the great love 
God has shown to humanity and on the other hand, we 
recognize how this love came with a price: it cost Him 
the life of His own Son, Jesus Christ. This is The Holy 
Week. These are The Holy Days. And we are called to 
pray and contemplate on the Passion and Death of our 
Lord so that we can gloriously rise with Him on Easter 
Sunday.   
 

Loving Look at Jesus 
Our liturgy this Sunday has two parts. First, we commem-
orate the Lord’s entry into Jerusalem as we bless the 
palms, and second, the mass. Each part is assigned a gos-
pel reading and I would like to invite you to read them 
(http://usccb.org/bible/readings/040520.cfm) and notice 
how contrasting they are. The first gospel portrays the 
people joyfully praising Jesus for all He has done. The 
other presents these same people vehemently condemning 
the same Jesus they glorified. How ironic! Let’s identify 
some human dynamics based on the gospel readings.  

 
First, we hear of betrayal. We are capable of hurting one 
another. It is no doubt that the people during Jesus’ time 
benefited so much from him as Jesus taught them, fed 
them, cured them, brought them closer to God. Jesus had 
all the good intentions but despite all these, the people 
turned their backs on him, denied him and worse, even 
demanded for his crucifixion. We wonder why? Perhaps, 
they have already gotten what they wanted, and they did-
n’t see the need for Jesus anymore! Don’t we all experi-
ence that at some point in our lives? We’ve shown so 
much love, even given our entire selves to others, only to 
be betrayed and rejected? Yet we gaze at Jesus at the 
cross. We learn from him as we hear him say, “Father, 
forgive them for they know not what they are doing.” We 
beg for the grace to forgive, and continue loving despite 
the hurt. 

 
Second, self-preservation could put to test our relation-
ship with others. We notice the power play that led to 
Jesus’ crucifixion and death. People wanted to save them-
selves, to stay in power, so they would rather sacrifice an 
individual than face the nation’s revolution. Moreover, 
Jesus’ own disciples denied him for fear that they would 
suffer the same fate. Have we ever had that situation that 
we abandoned someone just to save ourselves – just when 
they needed us the most? Now is the time to ask for for-
giveness. Pray for that person(s) we abandoned. 

 

Third, faith is tested in trying times. People at crucifix-
ion mocked Jesus and challenged him to call on His 
Father to save him. They have forgotten that it’s the 
same God who has done marvelous deeds for them. 
They abandoned their faithful God. In life, what situa-
tions test our faith?   

 
We look at Jesus lovingly. In the face of betrayal, Jesus 
teaches us to be committed and forgiving. In moments 
that we only think of ourselves, Jesus invites us to be 
selfless and to empty ourselves (kenosis). In situations 
where our faith is shaken and we feel we’re forsaken, 
Jesus teaches us to trust in God, to have that solid faith 
in Him. 

 

The Accidental Heroes 

While it is so easy to focus on the wickedness we hu-
mans are capable of doing (and inflicting) as we con-
template on the Lord’s passion and death, we also never 
forget the seemingly insignificant acts of random kind-
ness. We hear of Simon of Cyrene, though forced, help 
Jesus carry the cross. We hear of women crying and 
feeling sorry as Jesus passed by. We recall the Blessed 
Mother accompanying her Son until the end, with the 
disciple whom Jesus loved who was unafraid. All of 
them showed us that we’re not a broken humanity after 
all. There’s that spark of goodness we all can do to up-
lift the struggle, the pain of others.  

 

Heroes rise in times of need. As we live during this pan-
demic, we identify the individuals who are selflessly 
serving the rest of humanity. We pray for them and their 
families. Through their selfless acts, we see the face of 
the Lord in our midst, suffering with us and never aban-
doning his people. 

 

Pray With Us 
We invite you to check our parish website 
(www.stmaryfc.org) and like our Facebook Page. The 
liturgical celebrations led by Father Jerry for Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday 
will be uploaded. You will also find in there various 
resources for prayer. Finally, I invite you to watch a 
video on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=gQA91k7YWQg (you could type in: “The Passion of 
the Christ - How Beautiful”).  

Make this a truly “Holy” Week. Pray with us. Marvel at 
God’s immense love for you. Encounter Jesus in this 
time of pandemic. 
 

P.S.: Thanks to all who remembered and prayed for me 
as I celebrated in isolation my 12th anniversary of my 
ordination to the priesthood last Sunday, March 29th! 
Father Jerry and I miss seeing everyone at our church. 
We’re both healthy and truly grateful for all the notes 
you’ve been sending to us! Let’s pray for one another 
and keep the faith alive. 
 
Father Don Cambe 

Encountering Jesus in the Time of Pandemic 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/040520.cfm
http://www.stmaryfc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQA91k7YWQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQA91k7YWQg


2020 

SAVE  

THE  

DATE 

AUG.  9 

St. Mary Youth Ministry 

 

@youth_stmaryfc 

@youth_stmaryfc 
St. Mary of the Annunciation 

Youth Ministry 

REP NEWS! 
 
The registration forms for the 2020-2021 REP 
year are now on the parish web site and in the 
kiosk in the narthex.  The summer session for 
2020 is now closed and families who requested 
that option will be notified.  

 

Our program cannot happen without the many volunteer catechists 
who share their time teaching the faith to the children.  Our summer 
session, which runs July 6-17 from 9:00am to noon M-F, is in need of 
several catechists.  Please contact Sue Matousek for more infor-
mation at smatous@stmota.org or 847-223-0010. 

mailto:stmotacommunications@gmail.com


Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak   

 
 

“Do Not Be Anxious” 
 

      When I woke up this morning, I had a tune in my head from the 

rock group R.E.M. “It’s The End of the World As We Know It.” So, so 

much has changed over the last several weeks. The impact of the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) is being felt across the United States, across 

the world. Schools closed, restaurants closed, sporting events post-

poned, tournaments cancelled, church services suspended. Even the 

most magical places on the planet, Disneyland and Disney World are 

closed. Is it the end of the world as we know it? And it may get worse. 

 

     The truth is it’s NOT the end of the world as we know it. This mo-

ment in time, if we are intentional about it can be a moment to pause 

during this season of Lent and take the opportunity to see God work-

ing behind the scenes. Maybe we are feeling scared and unsure (I 

am). Maybe we are looking for that peace that God promises. Maybe 

we just can’t seem to find it. How in the world are we, at this time, 

expected to walk our faith without being anxious? 

 

I BELIEVE THE ANSWER IS PRAYER! 

     Prayer is the very thing that will bring peace into our lives. So, let’s 

during this Lenten Season intentionally stop, and do what the Apostle 

Paul teaches us to do. Paul tells us, “Do not be anxious about any-

thing,” But what does Paul mean by the word, “anything?” “Anything” 

is anything that takes our eyes and our heart away from God, even the 

coronavirus and the precautions that have been put into place to pre-

vent the spread of the virus. Will these precautions be inconvenient? 

They will be, any disruption of our lives usually is? But instead of 

wringing our hands, we can take this time and fervently seek God and 

reflect upon this moment. 

 

     Church tradition has given us a posture in how to pray during this 

season of Lent. That posture, supplication (the action of asking or 

begging for something earnestly with a humble heart and with an atti-

tude of thanksgiving) seems to be just the right mode in which to beg 

our God for his bountiful blessings. This posture will lead us all to the 

very thing we are looking for, God. And if we find God amid our anxie-

ty and trouble, we will also find peace, real inner peace. Jesus, 

through the Apostle Paul tells us, “Do not be anxious.” 

 
 

Holy Week 
& 

Easter Sunday 
 

The liturgies of Holy Week  

will be videotaped in advance  

and posted to our YouTube channel.  
 

You’ll find a link to them on the parish website: 

 

www.stmaryfc.org 

Assist SVdP Provide Food for Clients & More 
With the economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic, help with af-
fording food is an issue for an increasing number of our neighbors. 
With the current stay-at-home order, the Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
will not be doing our usual Easter food drive and distribution. We are 
collecting checks to distribute gift cards to PADS clients, and send 
money to the Most Blessed Trinity & Santa Maria food pantries. 
Please make your check out to Saint Vincent de Paul Society with 
food drive in the memo and send it to: 
 
Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Saint Mary of the Annunciation Parish 
22333 W. Erhart Rd. 

Mundelein, IL 60060  

Thank you for helping those impacted by this crisis. 



This pandemic has caused us all to make changes we may or may not 
have been prepared for and the uncertainty of these times can stir up 
pre-existing mental health issues or present new ones.  Of particular 
concern is our children.   
 
Below is a trusted resource that may help adults navigate the new 
terrain you find yourselves in with regard to your teens. 
 
 

Language for Parents 
During Times of Worry 
During this unprecedented and worrisome 
time, your children may be struggling to keep their emotions 
under control. You may notice that your child from time to time be-
comes particularly stressed, anxious or 
sad. If you are concerned about anything you are observing, you may 
want to use this simple language 
which is a great tool to start any tough conversation, especially if your 
child is exhibiting behavior of 
concern. 
 
Take into account that this conversation could elicit a personal disclo-
sure and find a protected time and location that is appropriate. Also, 
remember to include your child if you have plans to share information 
about them with someone else, who that person is and why it is im-
portant to do so. 
 

1 | I notice. 
“Is everything okay? I’ve noticed you have been….” 
State the changes you have noticed – you may want to journal any 
behavioral or emotional changes you 
have observed. 
 

2 | I care. 
“I’m concerned. This isn’t typical for you. You deserve to feel better.” 
This is a reminder that although routine has changed, we are all in this 
together. 
 

3 | How can I help? 
“What can I do to help? Let’s come up with a plan together.” 
This is the action step. Give kids choices but be firm that action will be 
taken to help them feel better. 
Affirm that help is available, effective and that they deserve to feel 
better. Try out what you normally do 
to support and nurture your child - it might be as simple as baking 
cookies, reading a book or going for a 
walk. 
 
Quick Tips 
● Ask questions and LISTEN – kids want your attention, not your ad-
vice 
● Be prepared for the truth and remain calm, it’s okay not to know 
what to do 
● Validate your child’s feelings – it can be hurtful when their feelings 
are minimized or not taken 
seriously 
● Listen to your gut – it’s the best tool you already have 
● Take action – help can be simple but if more action is needed be 

sure to talk to a doctor and rule out 
anything physical. We have a fantastic Parent Handbook filled with tips 
for talking to your children if 
you are worried about their mental health. 
● Let your kid drive the ship – let them come up with what they would 
like to do to feel better (within 
reason), give them options. This is important developmentally and 
teaches advocacy skills. 
● Take care of yourself – we all may be feeling stress, fear or anxiety. 
We have a chance to practice 
and model coping skills. 
 
Another article that may help you is:  https://www.health.harvard.edu/
blog/how-to-talk-to-teens-about-the-new-coronavirus-2020031419192  
 
And please do not forget about the power of prayer.    
 
 

A PARENT’S PRAYER 
Dear Lord, 
I feel so burdened. My heart is heavy and my mind is rac-
ing. I want to be strong for my child. I want to push past 
anxiety, fear, and despair so I can face this situation with 
peace, wisdom, and the hope of eternal life.   
 
Please, Lord, fix my eyes on You. Keep me mindful of the 
big picture. When my mind wanders to the future – and 
worst-case scenarios – reign me in the present. Remind me 
that Jesus exists in the present, and focusing my attention 
on today will reveal the little blessings and large blessings 
designed to help us through this trial. 
 
You love my child more than I do, Lord, and I trust you 
with her life. I know you work all things together for good 
for those who love You. Please give her the stamina to han-
dle this trial and the faith to endure it. Help her hear Your 
voice, feel Your presence, and impact the faith of others as 
she faces this hardship with humility, grace, and confi-
dence in You. 
 
In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.  

 
Please let me know if you would like to talk or need further resources.  

Email me at dmulroe@stmota.org  

Peace to you and your family, 
Diane Mulroe 
Director of Human Concerns,  St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 
Sources:   

www.ericaslighthouse.org  

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/03/02/coronavirus-prayer  

https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/3-prayers-for-when-your-

kids-are-facing-the-tough-stuff.html 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF HUMAN CONCERNS 

https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/how-to-talk-to-teens-about-the-new-coronavirus-2020031419192
https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/how-to-talk-to-teens-about-the-new-coronavirus-2020031419192
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/
mailto:dmulroe@stmota.org
http://www.ericaslighthouse.org
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/03/02/coronavirus-prayer
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/3-prayers-for-when-your-kids-are-facing-the-tough-stuff.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/3-prayers-for-when-your-kids-are-facing-the-tough-stuff.html


F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Today we recall the suffering and death of the Lord. As we 
face the chaos, suffering and uncertainty of the current pan-

demic, we wonder why God allows suffering in the first place. 
What is his plan? Do we trust in his providence, or do we lose 
heart? While there is no logical response to such questions in this 
earthly life, we are given the example of Jesus as the answer: 
God so loves us that he willingly took on our suffering and pain in 

order to lead us through the door of death to freedom and joy. As Alice 
Camille puts it, “Omnipotence made the choice for powerlessness and 
bent low enough to surrender to humiliation and the grave.” We are 

reminded that without the cross there is no Easter.  

We began today’s liturgy by recalling Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jeru-
salem when he was cheered by throngs like a rock star. Yet in very 
short order he was abandoned by the crowds and even his closest 

friends and executed as a common criminal. What happened?  

Pilate was not interested in Jesus’ innocence. He could care less. 
What mattered was holding onto his comfy position by appeasing his 
Roman superiors by keeping things under control. So what if a nobody 
carpenter from a backwater town was executed!?! It would be just one 
more entry on Pilate’s long list of executions. Jesus is crucified on the 

cross of Pilate’s cowardice and self-interest. 

Caiaphas was a devout, religious man who was admired by the peo-
ple. He saw it as his duty to protect the institution of faith and rituals he 
held sacred from the threats to orthodoxy and stability presented by 
this radical rabbi. Jesus is crucified on the cross of Caiaphas’ rigid, 

intolerant belief that the high priest alone possessed the “truth.” 

Judas did not really betray Jesus for money. He was cutting his loss-
es. He had started out being excited by the preaching of this young 
rabbi, thinking he might be the one, the long-awaited messiah. But it 
became clear that they did not share the vision of the kingdom of God 
as a political and economic power. Rather, Jesus kept teaching about 
a kingdom of selfless generosity and service. Judas couldn’t wait any 
longer; time to move on and find another messiah. Jesus is crucified 
on the cross of Judas’ impatience and need to push his own agenda 

over anything that gets in his way. 

The soldiers who arrested Jesus? Just doing their job. 

The crowd who watched him stumble through the streets under the 
crossbeam strapped to his shoulders? “Too bad. He did a lot of good 
things for people. But if you take on the big boys, you’re gonna get 

hurt.” 

Those passing by the dying Jesus? “Please, we don’t want to be in-

volved. It’s none of our business.” 

Jesus was not crucified because of simple viciousness, pure hate, or 
sadistic brutality. He is crucified by the civilized vices of self-interest, 
indifference, fear, and half-truths – vices we all share. Vices which still 
crucify people today. Vices which we rationalize in ourselves. A few 
months ago I stood in the courtyard of Caiaphas’ house in Jerusalem. 
A statue commemorates Peter’s threefold denial of Jesus while warm-
ing himself at a fire in that very courtyard. It was easy to transport 
myself back in time. The experience starkly reminded me of how often 
I have done the same thing as Peter in so many subtle and rational-

ized ways. 

 

In “Jesus Christ Superstar,” the Palm Sunday crowds sing “Christ, you 
know I love you. Did you see I waved? I believe in you and God, so tell 
me that I’m saved.” We think a “wave” is all that’s necessary, that all 
we need to do is give a non-committal, no-risk verbal agreement. The 
cross tells us differently. We must be willing to commit and sacrifice, to 
transform our vices into virtues, to dedicate our entire lives to following 
Christ. Without the cross, there can be no Resurrection. That is the 

message of Palm Sunday. 

While we sadly may not assemble together to celebrate the liturgies of 
the sacred Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil), I 
hope you will join us online. These are really one continuous celebra-
tion of a single episode which won for us our eternal salvation. What 
could be more important than that?! May this coming week renew the 
intensity and depth of your faith and of your relationship with the Lord. 
If you wish to contact me, please send an email to dea-

conhwf99@yahoo.com. 

FIVE SIMPLE WAYS TO CELEBRATE  
HOLY WEEK AT HOME 

 
Create a simple prayer space in your home, and gather there to 
pray during the week. 
 
Palm Sunday: At your regular Mass time, read the first Palm Sun-
day Gospel (Mt 21:1–11) and meditate on or discuss what Jesus 
might be thinking as he enters Jerusalem for the last time. 
 
Holy Thursday: Bake bread for sharing at dinner; make a ritual of 
stripping the dinner table of all cloths and decorations after dinner. 
 
Good Friday: Pray the Stations of the Cross at 3 PM. 
 
Holy Saturday: In the morning, read Psalm 64 and break your 
Good Friday fast solemnly with a simple meal. 
 
Easter Sunday: Dress up the dinner table again. Include candles 
and crosses, so that the candy baskets aren’t the only festive 
items present. Sing Alleluia and read the Easter Gospel (Matthew 
28:1-10) with solemnity and joy. 
 
Look online for other suggestions for celebrating Holy Week at 
home, to deepen and enrich your experience at this time of social 
isolation.  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



A Prayer Amid an Epidemic  
by Kerry Weber 
 
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages  
“curing every disease and illness.”  
At your command, the sick were made well.  
 
Come to our aid now,  
in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus,  
that we may experience your healing love.  
 
Heal those who are sick with the virus.  
May they regain their strength and health  
through quality medical care.  
 
Heal us from our fear,  
which prevents nations from working together  
and neighbors from helping one another.  
 
Heal us from our pride,  
which can make us claim invulnerability  
to a disease that knows no borders.  
 
Jesus Christ, healer of all,  
stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.  
 
Be with those who have died from the virus.  
May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace.  
 
Be with the families of those who are sick or have died.  
As they worry and grieve,  
defend them from illness and despair.  
May they know your peace.  
 
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical 
professionals who seek to heal and help those affected  
and who put themselves at risk in the process.  
May they know your protection and peace.  
 
Be with the leaders of all nations.  
Give them the foresight to act with charity  
and true concern for the well-being of the people  
they are meant to serve.  
Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions  
that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks.  
May they know your peace,  
as they work together to achieve it on earth.  
 
Whether we are home or abroad,  
surrounded by many people suffering from this illness  
or only a few,  
Jesus Christ,  
stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare.  
In place of our anxiety, give us your peace.  
Jesus Christ, heal us.  
 

Kerry Weber is an executive editor of America.   

www.americamagazine.org. Reprinted by permission.  
 

On Wednesday, 25 March, 

the Feast of the Annuncia-

tion, Pope Francis he has 

invited “the Heads of the 

Churches and the leaders 

of every Christian commu-

nity, together with all Chris-

tians of the various confes-

sions, to invoke the Al-

mighty, the omnipotent 

God, to recite at the same 

time the prayer that Jesus, 

our Lord, taught us” – the 

Our Father. “On that day 

on which many Christians 

recall the Annunciation to 

the Virgin Mary of the Incarnation of the Word”, Pope Francis 

prayed, “may the Lord listen to the united prayer of all of His disci-

ples who are preparing themselves to celebrate the victory of the 

Risen Christ”. 

In addition Cardinal Cupich also asks us to be united in common 

prayer as we ring our church bells five  

times every day. 

 

9:00 AM. Prayer for those infected with the virus and all who 

suffer illness: Lord, place your healing hand on those who suffer 

illness. Bring them to full health and ease their anxious hearts. 

May our prayer and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

encourage them that they are not alone. We ask this in Jesus’ 

Name. AMEN.  Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 

 

12:00 PM. Prayer for health care workers and those attending 

to the sick: Lord, we are ennobled by those who put their lives at 

risk in caring for the sick. Keep them safe and embolden them 

when they are weary. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.   

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 

 

3:00 PM. Prayer for first responders and essential workers: 

Lord we pray for those who run to danger to keep us safe and 

those who serve the common good. Embrace them with your man-

tle of protection and comfort the fears of their families. We ask this 

in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 

 

6:00 PM. Prayer for people of every nation and their leaders: 

Lord, the pandemic opens our eyes to see each other as brothers 

and sisters in one human family. We pray for people of every na-

tion and their leaders, asking that they be inspired to seek the 

good of all and quell the voices of division. We ask this in Jesus’ 

Name. AMEN. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 

 

9:00 PM. - Prayer for those who have died today: 

Lord, we grieve the passing of our sisters and brothers who have 

died this day. We commend them to your tender mercy, confident 

that nothing, not even death, will separate us from your love. We 

ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 







Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Archdiocese of Chicago 
requires that a wedding be scheduled at least six months in advance so that the couple may receive necessary preparation. A 
parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday at 8:00AM 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

Thursday, Friday  

 
PARISH NUMBER  

847-223-0010  
 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      

Frassati Catholic Academy: 847-526-6311 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 

Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 

 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner  
Principal,          Tkleckner@frassaticatholicacademy.org 
 

Ms. Jo Bond-Ostler  
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Robert Kilkenny   Ext. 304 
Facilities Manager      rkilkenny@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance   

 
Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 

Rev. Don Cambe Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor FrDon@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

 

Pastoral Council 
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy 
Jon Matousek 
Linda Green 

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 

Carl Calabrese 
Kevin Igielski* 

 

*ex-officio, secretary 

mailto:rkilkenny@stmota.org

