
Holy Week is a major liturgical celebration for us in the Philippines. In a typical world (read: Coronavirus 

pandemic-free), people would take off from work beginning on the afternoon of Holy Wednesday until Easter 

Sunday. Most malls and business establishments are closed on those days. However, with the situation we are 

currently in, things could be totally different from how they used to. To begin with, most people by now are already 

in their homes and spending more time with their families, and hopefully, having more time for prayer.  

  
We Filipinos call Holy Week “Mahal na Araw.” When translated, the word “Mahal” means two things: love and 

expensive. During this time, we ponder on the great love God has shown to humanity and on the other hand, we 

recognize how this love came with a price: it cost Him the life of His own Son, Jesus Christ. This is The Holy Week. 

These are The Holy Days. And we are called to pray and contemplate on the Passion and Death of our Lord so that 

we can gloriously rise with Him on Easter Sunday.   

  

Loving Look at Jesus 
Our liturgy this Sunday has two parts. First, we commemorate the Lord’s entry into Jerusalem as we bless the palms, 

and second, the mass. Each part is assigned a gospel reading and I would like to invite you to read them 

(http://usccb.org/bible/readings/040520.cfm) and notice how contrasting they are. The first gospel portrays the 

people joyfully praising Jesus for all He has done. The other presents these same people vehemently condemning the 

same Jesus they glorified. How ironic! Let’s identify some human dynamics based on the gospel readings.  

  

First, we hear of betrayal. We are capable of hurting one another. It is no doubt that the people during Jesus’ time 

benefited so much from him as Jesus taught them, fed them, cured them, brought them closer to God. Jesus had all 

the good intentions but despite all these, the people turned their backs on him, denied him and worse, even 

demanded for his crucifixion. We wonder why? Perhaps, they have already gotten what they wanted, and they didn’t 

see the need for Jesus anymore! Don’t we all experience that at some point in our lives? We’ve shown so much love, 
even given our entire selves to others, only to be betrayed and rejected? Yet we gaze at Jesus at the cross. We learn 

from him as we hear him say, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing.” We beg for the grace to 

forgive, and continue loving despite the hurt. 

  

Second, self-preservation could put to test our relationship with others. We notice the power play that led to Jesus’ 

crucifixion and death. People wanted to save themselves, to stay in power, so they would rather sacrifice an 

individual than face the nation’s revolution. Moreover, Jesus’ own disciples denied him for fear that they would 

suffer the same fate. Have we ever had that situation that we abandoned someone just to save ourselves – just when 

they needed us the most? Now is the time to ask for forgiveness. Pray for that person(s) we abandoned. 

  

Third, faith is tested in trying times. People at crucifixion mocked Jesus and challenged him to call on His Father to 

save him. They have forgotten that it’s the same God who has done marvelous deeds for them. They abandoned their 
faithful God. In life, what situations test our faith?   

  

We look at Jesus lovingly. In the face of betrayal, Jesus teaches us to be committed and forgiving. In moments that 

we only think of ourselves, Jesus invites us to be selfless and to empty ourselves (kenosis). In situations where our 

faith is shaken and we feel we’re forsaken, Jesus teaches us to trust in God, to have that solid faith in Him. 
  

The Accidental Heroes 

While it is so easy to focus on the wickedness we humans are capable of doing (and inflicting) as we contemplate on 

the Lord’s passion and death, we also never forget the seemingly insignificant acts of random kindness. We hear of 
Simon of Cyrene, though forced, help Jesus carry the cross. We hear of women crying and feeling sorry as Jesus 

passed by. We recall the Blessed Mother accompanying her Son until the end, with the disciple whom Jesus loved 

who was unafraid. All of them showed us that we’re not a broken humanity after all. There’s that spark of goodness 

we all can do to uplift the struggle, the pain of others.  
  

Heroes rise in times of need. As we live during this pandemic, we identify the individuals who are selflessly serving 

the rest of humanity. We pray for them and their families. Through their selfless acts, we see the face of the Lord in 

our midst, suffering with us and never abandoning his people. 

  

Pray With Us 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/040520.cfm


We invite you to check our parish website (www.stmaryfc.org) and like our Facebook Page. The liturgical 

celebrations led by Father Jerry for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday will be uploaded. 

You will also find in there various resources for prayer. Finally, I invite you to watch a video on Youtube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQA91k7YWQg (you could type in: “The Passion of the Christ - How 

Beautiful”).  

Make this a truly “Holy” Week. Pray with us. Marvel at God’s immense love for you. Encounter Jesus in this time 

of pandemic. 
  

P.S.: Thanks to all who remembered and prayed for me as I celebrated in isolation my 12th anniversary of my 

ordination to the priesthood last Sunday, March 29th! Father Jerry and I miss seeing everyone at our church. We’re 

both healthy and truly grateful for all the notes you’ve been sending to us! Let’s pray for one another and keep the 

faith alive. 
  

Father Don Cambe 
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