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All those who were my friends 
are on the watch for any misstep of mine. 
“Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail, 
and take our vengeance on him.” 
But the LORD is with me, like a mighty champion: 
my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph. 
  
I wonder what kind of friend would wish for the downfall of his/her friend. Would you call that 
person a friend – a genuine friend? “A friend loves at all times” so the Book of Proverb says. It is 
unfortunate though how the devil comes in and ruins relationships. Even Jeremiah and Jesus in 
our readings today were not exempted. Both men did not do anything wrong. In fact, it was not 
even out of desire for fame that they were doing the great acts they were doing. They simply 
wanted to serve, to love others. But it was more of envy that drove people to hate them. 
Perhaps, even ingratitude. 
  
As social distancing is currently the norm, we hear in the news these days how people long for 
connection. Think of the those living by themselves these days and imagine the feeling of 
isolation, of disconnect. And surprisingly, there are selfless souls and generous hearts who 
respond to this need. We hear of people picking up grocery items for an aged neighbor, we 
hear of healthcare workers from other states flying to New York to help in the hospitals, we 
hear of school kids reaching out to their friends by calling them, we hear of an individual 
leading the neighborhood in exercising together (of course, observing social distancing). These 
and other experiences show that we want to be there for the other – to be a true friend for 
them. These days, though apart/distant, new relationships and new friendships are established. 
  
How can you be a friend to someone today, especially to a stranger? How can you be “present” 
to others today? 
  
Let’s celebrate all the genuine connections that were created – and existing relationships 
sustained, even deepened – during this time of pandemic. These are the times we need one 
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another. These are the times that our presence matters. We spread good vibes. Where there is 
love, God is present there. 


