
 
 
 

Reflection for April 4th, 2020 
 
Saturday of the Fifth Week of Lent 
 
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/040420.cfm 
  
Thus, says the Lord GOD: 
I will take the children of Israel from among the nations 
to which they have come, 
and gather them from all sides to bring them back to their land. 
  
Imagine the prophecy of Ezekiel in our first reading today: God inviting His people to 
hope and trust in His plans of a promising future ahead of them. Don’t we all long for 
that right now? Are we not wishing that all these pandemic, isolation, lockdown, etc. be 
over soon so that we can get back to our lives? We desire for that “normal life” but this 
is our current condition, however disappointing or uncomfortable it is. We feel stuck, 
seemingly helpless. 
  
God wants His people to unite. It is ironic how in these times of pandemic we see this 
unity happening concretely – especially when we see strangers reaching out to fellow 
strangers. There is immense love and concern for one another! Even in our restrained 
condition, we hear of people transcending the limitations and getting out of their comfort 
zones to reach out to one another. That gives us hope in humanity all over again – yes, 
we’re not that broken after all. We’re capable of uniting, especially in crucial times. That 
is so much in contrast to the Gospel today when Caiaphas proposed that one soul be 
sacrificed to keep the unity among his people – and that person was Jesus, the person 
who loved the most. 
  
I invite us to reflect: How can there be unity if one is unjustly left out and sacrificed? In 
what ways have we brought about division, rather than unity? What kind of healing do 
we need right now to bring about reconciliation in our homes and in the world? 
  
Pray for peace. 
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