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Vision: 
That  

all generations  

at St. Mary  

and in the  

surrounding  

community  

encounter Jesus  

and live as  

His disciples. 

 

Mission: 
We are called  

to go out  

and share  

the Good News,  

making disciples  

who build up the 

Kingdom of God 

through  

meaningful prayer, 

effective formation  

and loving service. 

MAY 10, 2020    5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
 
 

 
 
 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

 

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

 

Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You   

as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me  

to be separated from You. Amen. 

Scripture Insights 
Today we hear the theme of God’s universal salva-

tion offered to all people who profess faith in the 

Resurrection of Christ.  

 The Second Reading is once again taken 

from 1 Peter. Today we find images such as 

”precious cornerstone,” “chosen race,” “royal 

priesthood,” and “holy nation,” which are tradition-

ally attributed to Israel (see Exodus 19:6; Isaiah 

28:16; 43:20–21), but now they are appropriated 

by Peter as language for the evangelization of the 

Gentiles. In the verse just after this passage, Peter 

says, “Once you were ‘no people’ / but now you 

are God’s people.” With the death and Resurrec-

tion of Jesus, Peter is now able to understand this. 

God’s raising of Jesus from the dead extends the 

invitation of salvation beyond Israel to include all 

people. 

 The Gospel reading is an excerpt from Jesus’ 

farewell discourse in John 13:1–17:26. This read-

ing contains another “I am” saying from the Gospel 

according to John. Today, Jesus says, “I am the 

way, the truth, and the life.” Of all the “I am” say-

ings of Jesus in John (seven in total: 6:35; 8:12; 

10:7. 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1), this may be the most 

significant, since it summarizes John’s understand-

ing of the essence of Jesus’ identity as the Word 

Incarnate. The saying also points to the importance 

John places on believing. One must believe that 

Jesus is the way to the Father because “no one 

[neither Jew nor Gentile] comes to the Father ex-

cept through me.” 

 God generously offers his gift of salvation to 

all people who profess faith in the resurrected 

Christ as “the way, the truth, and the 

life” (John14:6).  

 
 

–Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons, and Weekdays 2020: the 
Almanac for Pastoral Liturgy ©2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: 



Mass Intentions (May 11–17) 

Nold Family   K. Lenzen 
† Salvatore & Michelina Panettieri family 
† Leon & † Helen Pieniazkiewicz 
† Jack Stoudt   J. Jacob 
† Pat Smuck   J. Jacob 
† Joseph Brown   Tom & Janice Powell 
† Irene Alliot   daughter Loretta 
† Joe & † Luella Hertel  their Children 
† John Pryga   wife Rosemary & family 
† Dennis lacki wife Kathie Lackie & Family 
† Jaime Bosshart parents Lue & Sheila Bosshart & fam. 
† Patrick Smuck   J. Jacob 
† Harold Crawford   Steven & Debbi Knowles 
† Brad Hansen, Sr. & Danny Hansen  Carol Hansen & Family 
† Lena Fruscione   husband Salvatore & Family 
† Gene & † Rita Schmidt  family 
 
These Intentions would normally be announced at the weekday and weekend 
Masses. Because we cannot publicly celebrate daily Mass, all of these names 
will be read at the videotaped Mass posted to the parish YouTube page and 
linked through the parish website.  

ACT OF CONTRITION 
 

O my God,  

I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee:  

and I detest my sins most sincerely  

because they displease Thee, my God,  

Who art so deserving of all my love  

for Thy infinite goodness and most amiable perfections:  

and I firmly purpose by Thy holy grace  

never more to offend Thee. Amen. 

Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

Gene  Gaetano, Mary Jo Gaetano  
Frank Kopczynski, William Mehring, Bob Noonan,  

Gene Machacek, Theresa Malone  
 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 

Joseph Douglas Jewell, Frank Huschitt, 
Sheila Rivera, Daniel Cinco, James McGrath Sr.,  

Edward Roll, Dick Benoi, Rudy Giannetti, Peter Cannone,  
Anthony Santino, Margret Jewell, Raymond Zuhr 

Anthony Walo  

The Parish Office Remains Closed  
 

We are monitoring telephone messages and emails.  
For most current information, log onto our website or 

see our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram pages.  
 

Web: www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 

Assist SVdP Provide Food for Clients & More  
With the economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic, help with af-
fording food and other living expenses is an issue for an increasing 
number of our neighbors. With the current stay-at-home order, the St 
Vincent de Paul Society had to suspend the annual Easter food drive 
and distribution. In lieu of food donations, we are collecting checks to 
distribute financial aid to our clients and local food pantries. (at Most 
Blessed Trinity & Santa Maria). If you can support your neighbors at 
this time, please make your check out to St Vincent de Paul Society 
with food drive in the memo and send it to:  
 
St Vincent de Paul Society  
Saint Mary of the Annunciation Parish  
22333 W. Erhart Rd.  
Mundelein, IL 60060  
 
Thank you for helping those impacted by this crisis. If you have ques-
tions or would like to help in other ways, please email 
svdpdt@gmail.com. 

Thank You for Your Financial Support 
During these trying times, we would like to profoundly thank the many 
generous people of our faith community who have continued to finan-
cially support our parish. We are very grateful. Your commitment ena-
bles us to pay our bills and to keep our Staff working to advance the 
services of St. Mary of the Annunciation during these unprecedented 
challenges.   
 As it has for many of you, the pandemic has imposed some 
financial hardship on St. Mary. Ordinarily, more than 80% of our in-
come comes from the Sunday collection. As a result of the pandemic 
lockdown, our collections have been down 33-50% (depending on the 
week). We are exceedingly thankful for the many of you who have 
used online giving through GiveCentral or mailed in your donations 
during these weeks. If you would like to signup for the GiveCentral 
service, please go to the Stewardship page on our parish website 
(www.stmaryfc.org) or click on a blue GiveCentral or Donate button on 
the main page. We have also implemented a new “text-to-give” feature 
that allows you to quickly sign up through your cellphone. Simply text 
the word Sunday to 847-796-6879 in order to begin the process. 
 These are challenging days for all of us and we know that 
many of our community are experiencing significant hardships – physi-
cal, emotional, spiritual and financial. May our efforts as a faith com-
munity and as disciples of the Lord assist one another through this 
time of trial. Thank you again for your dedication and generosity. Let 

us hold one another in prayer and in our works of compassion.  



 

Dear Parishioners, 

 As we begin the month of May, after eight weeks of staying home and staying safe, I know 

there is a longing for us to begin a return to some normalcy. I am reminded of the phrase taken from the 

famous opening paragraph of Charles Dickens’ novel, “A Tale of Two Cities.” The novel opens with, “It 

was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” While I know that these past weeks have been chal-

lenging for so many and that great sacrifices have been made by some, I hope also that there have been 

many unexpected graces and learnings that will make us more grateful, faithful and more understanding 

of our need for one another and the Sacraments. I think that when we look back on our own personal 

experience of this pandemic, the words of Charles Dickens will ring true, at least for me. 

 As you may have heard, Governor JB Pritzker’s amended stay-at-home order acknowledges the 

essential nature of religious services and allows small groups to return to churches. Certainly this is a 

hopeful development but one that also requires further clarification to ensure that we can return safely. 

We have been instructed to wait for direction from the Archdiocesan COVID-19 task force to finalize 

the first phase of a re-opening strategy in coordination with civil authorities and health care experts. This 

will include staff training, management of congregation size, spacing and sanitation. Guidelines will be 

available within the week. There are many considerations and complex planning to ensure the safety of 

our parishioners and visitors and a gradual return to the Sacraments. I imagine we will be setting hours 

when the church will be open for private prayer, with certain restrictions and safety precautions. These 

will be communicated through all our communication channels when a plan is in place.  

 On Mother’s Day we celebrate the gift of human life and we thank God and our mothers for 

giving us life. We honor our mothers and those who have mothered us — women who have given of 

their time and love to make us better people. Let us offer a word of gratitude for all of our mothers, liv-

ing and deceased, and in a special way acknowledge the many challenges facing so many mothers this 

year, particularly during these days of crisis. Many have taken on numerous additional critical responsi-

bilities: working from home, serving as teachers and coaches, and preparing meals while finding crea-

tive ways to keep their children occupied and safe. Thanks to all mothers who live out their vocation 

with great faith and love, striving to maintain that special balance of patience and persistence in the tasks 

entrusted to them.  

 

Let us pray for one another,  

Fr. Jerry 

from 

Jacob’s Well 

A Blessing For All Mothers 
Ever Loving God,  

As a mother tenderly gathers her children un-

to herself, offering life, affection and nourish-

ment, so now gather these women into your 

embrace and bless them. Let the example of 

their faith and tenderness shine forth. 

Give them joy in the love, growth, and holi-

ness of the children and people they care for 

and serve so generously. Grant that we, their 

families and friends, may honor them always 

with a spirit of profound respect.   

We ask this through Jesus, the Son of Mary, 

who is our Lord forever and ever. AMEN. 

 



Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak   

 
  “To Mom” 

     During this virus crisis that has gripped our state, our 
country, the world; many of us have had time to reflect on 
our lives and go back and remember some of our most 
memorable times (good and bad). Although, like many 
Post World War II babies, our lifestyles were less than lux-
urious, most of us had the luxury of “Mom” who was our 
rock and many times our salvation. This year when we 
may not be able to see our moms due to the social distanc-
ing or because they have left this life to be with God, I 
looked for and found a poem by an unknown author that, to 
me, brings back vivid memories of my “mom,” I hope it 
does the same for you.  
 

Never Enough 

Sometimes I know the words to say to give thanks for all 
you’ve done, but then they fly up and away as quickly as 
they come. 

How could I possibly thank you enough, the one who 
makes me whole, the one to whom I owe my life, the form-
ing of my soul. 

The one who tucked me in at night, the one who stopped 
my crying, the one who was the expert at picking up when I 
was lying. 

The one who saw me off to school and spent sad days 
alone, yet magically produced a smile as soon as I came 
home. 

The one who made such sacrifices to always put me first, 
who let me test my broken wings, despite how much it 
hurts. 

Are there really any words for this? I find this question 
tough. Anything I want to say just doesn’t seem enough. 

For never giving up on me when your wits had reached 
their end, for always being proud of me, for being my best 
friend. 

And so, I come to realize, the only way to say, the only 
thank you that’s enough is clear in just one way. 

So, thank you for the gifts you give, for everything you do, 
but thank you, Mom, most of all for making dreams come 
true.  
 

To all Moms here or there – HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

 

On Wednesday, 25 March, 

the Feast of the Annuncia-

tion, Pope Francis he has 

invited “the Heads of the 

Churches and the leaders 

of every Christian commu-

nity, together with all Chris-

tians of the various confes-

sions, to invoke the Al-

mighty, the omnipotent 

God, to recite at the same 

time the prayer that Jesus, 

our Lord, taught us” – the 

Our Father. “On that day 

on which many Christians 

recall the Annunciation to 

the Virgin Mary of the Incarnation of the Word”, Pope Francis 

prayed, “may the Lord listen to the united prayer of all of His disci-

ples who are preparing themselves to celebrate the victory of the 

Risen Christ”. 

In addition Cardinal Cupich also asks us to be united in common 

prayer as we ring our church bells five times every day. 

 

9:00 AM. Prayer for those infected with the virus and all who 

suffer illness: Lord, place your healing hand on those who suffer 

illness. Bring them to full health and ease their anxious hearts. 

May our prayer and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

encourage them that they are not alone. We ask this in Jesus’ 

Name. AMEN.  Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 

 

12:00 PM. Prayer for health care workers and those attending 

to the sick: Lord, we are ennobled by those who put their lives at 

risk in caring for the sick. Keep them safe and embolden them 

when they are weary. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.   

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 

 

3:00 PM. Prayer for first responders and essential workers: 

Lord we pray for those who run to danger to keep us safe and 

those who serve the common good. Embrace them with your man-

tle of protection and comfort the fears of their families. We ask this 

in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 

 

6:00 PM. Prayer for people of every nation and their leaders: 

Lord, the pandemic opens our eyes to see each other as brothers 

and sisters in one human family. We pray for people of every na-

tion and their leaders, asking that they be inspired to seek the 

good of all and quell the voices of division. We ask this in Jesus’ 

Name. AMEN. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 

 

9:00 PM. - Prayer for those who have died today: 

Lord, we grieve the passing of our sisters and brothers who have 

died this day. We commend them to your tender mercy, confident 

that nothing, not even death, will separate us from your love. We 

ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be. 



 

How to Pray the Rosary 
I. Make the sign of the Cross and pray the “Apostle’s Creed.”  

2. Pray the “Our Father.”  

3. Say one “Hail Mary” for each of the three beads.  

4. Say the “Glory Be” between the two beads  

5. Announce the First Mystery; then say the “Our Father.”  

6. Say one “Hail Mary” for each of the ten beads.  

7. Say the “Glory Be.”  

8. Announce the Second Mystery; then say the “Our  

Father.” Repeat 6 and 7 and continue with the Third,  

Fourth and Fifth Mysteries in the same manner.  

9. Say the “Hail Holy Queen.”  

 

MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY  

Joyful (said on Monday & Saturday)  

The Annunciation (Humility)  

The Visitation (Charity)  

The Birth of Jesus (Poverty)  

The Presentation of the Child-Jesus in the Temple (Obedience)  

The Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple (Piety)  

Sorrowful (said on Tuesday & Friday)  

The Agony in the Garden (Repentance)  

The Scourging at the Pillar (Purity)  

The Crowning with Thorns (Courage)  

The Carrying of the Cross (Patience)  

The Crucifixion (Self-renunciation)  

 

Luminous (said on Thursday)  

The Baptism of our Lord  

The Wedding at Cana  

The Proclamation of our Lord  

The Transfiguration of our Lord  

The Last Supper  

Glorious (said on Wednesday & Sunday)  

The Resurrection (Faith)  

The Ascension (Hope)  

The Descent of the Holy Spirit (Love)  

The Assumption (Eternal Happiness)  

The Coronation (Marian Devotion)  

PRAYERS OF THE ROSARY 

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven  

and earth and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell; the third day He arose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen.  

OUR FATHER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy king-

dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-

tation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.  

HAIL MARY  

Hall Mary. full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy 

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of 

our death. Amen.  

 

GLORY BE  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it 

was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen.  

PRAYER TO JESUS (Requested By Our Lady of Fatima)  

0 My Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell, take 

all souls to Heaven, and help especially those most in need of 

Your mercy.  

HAIL! HOLY QUEEN  

Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and 

our hope. To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve. To 

you do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping In this valley 

of tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy 

toward us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit 

of your womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! 

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. That we may be made worthy 

of the promises of Christ.  

PRAYER AFTER THE ROSARY  

0 God, who’s only-begotten Son, by His life, death, and resurrec-

tion, has purchased for us rewards of eternal life; grant, we be-

seech You, that we who meditate upon these mysteries of the 

Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, may imitate what 

they contain and obtain what they promise. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  



 
FIRST PRAYER 

 
O Mary, 

You shine continuously on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the foot of the cross,  

were united with Jesus’ suffering, 
and persevered in your faith. 

“Protectress of the Roman people,” 
you know our needs,  

and we know that you will provide, 
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 

joy and celebration may return after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 

For he took upon himself our suffering, 
and burdened himself with our sorrows 

to bring us, through the cross,  
to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 
 

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; 
Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, 

but deliver us always from every danger, 
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 

 

 
 

SECOND PRAYER 
“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”. 

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world  
is prey to suffering and anxiety,  

we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother,  
and seek refuge under your protection. 

 
Virgin Mary,  

turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic.  
Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, 

and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply.  
Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, 

in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them.  
Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the 

consequences for the economy and employment. 
Mother of God and our Mother,  

pray for us to God, the Father of mercies,  
that this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew.  

Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana,  
so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted,  

and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers  

who are on the frontline of this emergency,  
and are risking their lives to save others.  

Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity  
and continued health. 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day,  
and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel,  

are trying to help and support everyone. 
 

Blessed Virgin,  
illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research,  

that they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus. 
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity  
they may come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life  

and may devise social and economic solutions  
inspired by farsightedness and solidarity. 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences,  
so that the enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling arms  

will instead be spent on promoting effective research  
on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future. 

 
Beloved Mother,  

help us realize that we are all members of one great family  
and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that,  

in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity,  
we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need.  
Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer. 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress  
and pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand  

and free us from this terrible pandemic,  
so that life can serenely resume its normal course. 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope,  
do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving,  

O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis to the Faithful for 
the Month of May 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 The month of May is approaching, a time 
when the People of God express with particular intensi-
ty their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
It is traditional in this month to pray the Rosary at home 
within the family. The restrictions of the pandemic have 
made us come to appreciate all the more this “family” 
aspect, also from a spiritual point of view. 
 For this reason, I want to encourage everyone 
to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home 
in the month of May. This can be done either as a group 
or individually; you can decide according to your own 
situations, making the most of both opportunities. The 
key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also 
on the internet to find good models of prayers to follow. 
 I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady 
that you can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I 
myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union 
with all of you. I include them with this letter so that 
they are available to everyone. 
 Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the 
face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will 
make us even more united as a spiritual family and will 
help us overcome this time of trial. I keep all of you in 
my prayers, especially those suffering most greatly, and 
I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with 
great affection I send you my blessing. 
 
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020 
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Happy Mother's Day to all the Moms who have given us life 

and to all the women who have taught us to love with com-

passion, devotion and sacrifice!  Here are a few thoughts and 

quips on being a Mom.  Hope you enjoy!!  

 
 

 Silence is golden. Unless you have kids. Then silence is just sus-

picious. 

 Every day I wake up and think: How on Earth did I become this 

much like my mother? 

 “It’s not easy being a mom. If it were easy, fathers would do it.” – 

Betty White 

 If at first you don’t succeed, try doing it the way your mom told 

you to do it from the start. 

 “My mother’s menu consisted of two choices: Take it or leave it.”  

– Buddy Hackett 

 
And a few wonderful quotes from one of my all-time favorite writers, 
Erma Bombeck: 
 

 When my kids become wild and unruly, I use a nice, safe play-

pen. When they’re finished, I climb out. 

 When your mother asks, “Do you want a piece of advice?” it is a 
mere formality. It doesn’t matter if you answer yes or no. You’re 

going to get it anyway. 

 Thanks to my mother, not a single cardboard box has found its 
way back into society. We receive gifts in boxes from stores that 

went out of business twenty years ago. 

 The term “working mother” is redundant.  

 It’s the three pairs of eyes that mothers have to have...One pair 
that see through closed doors. Another in the back of her 
head...and, of course, the ones in front that can look at a child 
when he goofs up and reflect “I understand and I love you” with-

out so much as uttering a word. 

 All of us have moments in our lives that test our courage. Taking 

children into a house with a white carpet is one of them. 

 It is not until you become a mother that your judgment slowly 

turns to compassion and understanding. 

 My mother phones daily to ask, “Did you just try to reach me?” 
When I reply, “No,” she adds, “So, if you’re not too busy, call me 

while I’m still alive,” and hangs up. 

 Graduation day is tough for adults. They go to the ceremony as 
parents. They come home as contemporaries. After 22 years of 

child-rearing, they are unemployed." 

 I take a very practical view of raising children. I put a sign in each 

of their rooms: “Checkout Time is 18 years.” 

 Guilt: the gift that keeps on giving. 

 Who in their infinite wisdom decreed that Little League uniforms 

be white? Certainly not a mother. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Happy Mother’s Day!  Husbands, give the mother of your children a 
weekend away with you.  Grow more in love than ever on the next 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend on June 26-28 in Rockford, 
IL; Sept. 11-13 in Geneva, IL or Oct. 16-18 in Brookfield, WI. 
For more info go to: alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 574-5653.  
Para un fin de semana en español por favor llamen a Candelario y 
Emilia al 815-375-4250.   

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-4, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5; Jn 15:18-21 

Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20; 1 Pt 3:15-18 or 1 Pt 4:13

 -16; Jn 14:15-21 or Jn 17:1-11a 

 Someday, when my children are old enough to understand the 
logic that motivates a mother, I'll tell them: I loved you enough to 
bug you about where you were going, with whom and what time 
you would get home. ... I loved you enough to be silent and let 
you discover your friend was a creep. I loved you enough to make 
you return a Milky Way with a bite out of it to a drugstore and 
confess, “I stole this.” ...But most of all I loved you enough to say 

no when you hated me for it. That was the hardest part of all. 

 Motherhood isn’t just a series of contractions; it’s a state of mind. 
From the moment we know life is inside us, we feel a responsibil-

ity to protect and defend that human being. 

 
Happy Mother’s Day!!! If you wish to contact me, please send an email 
to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 



From Don’s Den… 
   

Random Thoughts During This Time of Pandemic 
  
It was March 13th, Friday afternoon, when the Governor of Illi-
nois announced the closure of schools due to Covid-19. In the 
days that followed, we kept an eye to the updates as the virus 
spread around the world, and more and more people were get-
ting inflicted – and sadly, dying. Numbers were rising dramati-
cally that the following weekend, the Governor had to issue the 
“Stay-at-home” Order beginning on March 20th at 5 o’clock in 
the afternoon. That would be Saturday, exactly the same time 
that we were supposed to be gathering at church and celebrat-
ing the Vigil Mass. 
  
I recall that day. There was complete silence in the church cam-
pus, not a single car in the parking lot. It was a sad, depressing 
sight. That was when I felt that the pandemic was getting real. 
And yes, just like most of you, I was wondering what will hap-
pen next. Thought after thought ran through my mind, as if 
trying to understand the new reality that came upon us unex-
pectedly. But there was no answer in sight. We all were left 
anticipating, restless, lost, confused, anxious, and all other feel-
ings associated with sudden loss and grief.   
  
Priestly Ministry Redefined 
 Celebration of the Holy Eucharist with the congregation was 
cancelled, so was the administration of the other sacraments. I 
came to a point when I asked myself, “Who am I now?” My 
priesthood – my ministry – was part of my identity. I felt that a 
part of me was stripped, taken away drastically. Those thoughts 
all the more sank in when I celebrated my 12th anniversary of 
ordination last March 29th, Sunday. In the pre-pandemic world, 
Fr. Jerry assigned me to celebrate the 7:30am and 9:30am 
Masses. I was looking forward to that. However, the lockdown 
forced me to quietly celebrate my anniversary, prayerfully re-
call all of God’s blessings and faithfulness, and remember with 
gratitude the unwavering love of people I have ministered to all 
these years. I was fortunate to have celebrated mass privately 
that day with my ever-supportive pastor, Fr. Jerry. 
  
With the new reality comes new way of doing things. Fr. Jerry 
and I worked with our Staff in finding ways to reach out to our 
parishioners. It was inspiring how creativity gets into play and 
of course, the generosity of our Staff in sharing their thoughts 
and making use of technology was phenomenal. I am grateful 
to Jen Pepping and Grant Bright as they patiently post my daily 
reflection on the website. Although I am not able to preach at 
Mass everyday, I am able to pray the Scriptures and “virtually” 
guide the readers in their reflection and prayer. Moreover, Fr. 
Jerry and I started “filming” the Sunday masses, Fr. Jerry 
would send out his weekly messages, and I was asked to pray 
the Stations of the Cross. We are happy ay the response we’re 
getting from our parishioners. We are inspired. I must say, our 
priestly ministry was redefined. 
  
Losses 
There were times when the lockdown was getting to me. There 
would be mornings when I woke up in the morning trying to 
figure out what to do. I felt low, disconnected and isolated. Just 
like most of you, I’ve been praying (perhaps even bargaining 
with the Lord!) that this will be over – soon. It hit me more 
when heard of the death of people close to me. The brunt of the 
virus was getting closer to home. I heard of friends testing posi-
tive and sadly, a classmate of mine at Loyola University Chica-
go even succumbed to Covid-19. Her name was Sheila Rivera. 

You may have read about her in the news. She was a County 
Jail Officer. What an amazing soul she was! I remember how 
light-spirited she was each time she came to class.  
  
My sister and my eldest niece are nurses. I hear from them the 
horrors going on at the hospital, although my sister is not direct-
ly in contact with patients. Just last week, the husband of the 
friend of my sister (who is also a nurse) passed away after bat-
tling with the virus. My sister was affected. I felt her pain and 
as I listened to her unload the stress, I found myself begging the 
Lord for the pandemic to stop. Do keep in your prayers the 
frontliners and their loved ones, and also for all those risking 
their lives behind the scenes just so we live a “normal” life. We 
pray for those who have lost their jobs, their sense of security, 
their dear ones, those who live alone. 
  
Finding Routine 
 I have much time for prayer these days. I feel like doing the 30-
day retreat all over again (extended version though!). For some 
reason, I’ve been waking up earlier than usual so that gives me 
more time for Morning Prayer and meditation. Prayer calms me. 
As time passed by, I’ve been able to come up with a routine 
which helped me get through the day. Since my folks are still 
stuck in the Philippines—and God only knows when it’s safe 
for them to travel again—I would FaceTime with them after my 
morning prayer. I still go to the office, visit the Blessed Sacra-
ment, celebrate a private mass once in a while, call some 
friends, and work out at our rectory basement. I finally had the 
time to clean my car and paint my bathroom, not bad for some-
one who learned to paint at 40. Fr. Jerry and I have discovered a 
common routine as well. He makes dinner for us (yes, he’s a 
great cook!) and we watch a movie from his collection after-
ward. We pray together the intentions of Cardinal Cupich and 
we were also able to paint our laundry room. What a blessing to 
have a companion during these days of lockdown! 
  
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; 
have faith also in me.” 
  
God is faithful and I am grateful. I may not fully understand 
what’s going on but there is hope, especially when I watch the 
random acts of kindness shown by people these days. God’s 
love is overwhelming. Fr. Jerry and I are thankful to those who 
constantly check up on us, send us notes and share their photos 
as they “attend” mass, bring us food, and above all, pray for us! 
Our hearts are full. Be assured of our prayers for you all. We 
miss you! We can’t wait to see and pray with you all again at 
our church.  
  
Let’s take comfort in the words of our Lord. This too shall pass. 
  
P.S.: Happy Mother’s Day to all moms! We love you all! 
  
Fr. Don 







Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Archdiocese of Chicago 
requires that a wedding be scheduled at least six months in advance so that the couple may receive necessary preparation. A 
parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday at 8:00AM 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

Thursday, Friday  

 
PARISH NUMBER  

847-223-0010  
 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      

Frassati Catholic Academy: 847-526-6311 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 

Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 

 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner  
Principal,          Tkleckner@frassaticatholicacademy.org 
 

Ms. Jo Bond-Ostler  
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Robert Kilkenny   Ext. 304 
Facilities Manager      rkilkenny@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance   

 
Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 

Rev. Don Cambe Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor FrDon@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

 

Pastoral Council 
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy 
Jon Matousek 
Linda Green 

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 

Carl Calabrese 
Kevin Igielski* 

 

*ex-officio, secretary 
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