
 
 

Reopening for Prayer in the Eucharistic Chapel 
 

As we slowly begin the process of reopening, St. Mary will follow all guidelines and requirements mandated 

by the Archdiocese of Chicago and the State of Illinois. The primary concern throughout this process is the 

health and safety for all. We realize that these new procedures at church will feel very different and will take 

some time to get used to. Thank you for your patience and understanding through this transition as we 

carefully enter this next phase. The procedures will continue to evolve as Archdiocesan requirements are 

updated.  

 

 

Personal Prayer FAQs 
 

Here are answers to many questions you might have regarding coming to the church for private prayer. 

 

Where will personal prayer be held at the St. Mary Campus?  

As we carefully enter this next phase of reopening, the Eucharistic Chapel will be open for personal prayer. 

Holding prayer in this single space will make it easier for our volunteers to manage disinfecting the chapel 

between time slots to ensure it is clean for each person who enters. The rest of the parish campus remains 

closed at this time. 

 

How do I sign up to pray in the Eucharistic Chapel?  

If you wish to come to pray in the Eucharistic Chapel sign up for a pre-assigned time slot is required. Sign up 

online at SignUpGenius using the link on the parish website. If you are not able to access the online form, 

you can call the parish office to leave a message 847-223-0010. Please allow 24-48 hours for the return call 

on available time slots as the parish office is still closed. 

 

Where should I enter?  

The Eucharistic Chapel is at the west end of the Church, behind the altar of the worship space. Please enter 

using the exterior doors to the Eucharistic Chapel located on the southwest end of the St. Mary church 

building. Please park on the western-most end of the parking lot near the path that leads to the back of the 

church. There will be a greeter inside the Eucharistic Chapel to help you as you arrive. 

 

Do I need to wear gloves and a mask?  

As outlined by the Archdiocese and the state of Illinois, masks must always be worn in the church. Wearing a 

mask is a requirement in the Archdiocese of Chicago reopening plan and is an easy way to promote the 

common good, which is our responsibility as Catholic Christians. Gloves are an optional precautionary 

measure. If you’d be more comfortable wearing gloves, please feel free do so.   

 

How will I remember all of this?  

No worries! We will have “greeters” at the church to welcome you, guide you and respond to your questions.  

 

When should I arrive for my prayer slot?  

We ask that you arrive only a few minutes before the start of your time slot to check in with the greeters who 

will help you get settled. To follow Archdiocesan guidelines, volunteers will sanitize the space after the 

previous guests, and before you enter the chapel. The space will not be available for seating if you arrive 

prior to your start time. If you arrive early, we ask that you wait outside the chapel doors, maintaining social 

distance from others who might be waiting. If it is raining at the time of your arrival you might consider 

waiting in your car until the start of your prayer time. 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054cacad2da5fd0-prayer


 
 
 

 

Will there be a lot of people at church for prayer? Will I have to wait in line?  

To ensure that we do not exceed state limits, we will require that anyone wishing to pray in the Eucharistic 

Chapel sign up for a pre-assigned time slot using the link at the parish website. Each time slot will allow for 

only 10 people to pray in the chapel at any given time. We ask that you arrive at the start of your time slot to 

check in with the greeters. If you arrive prior to the start of your time we ask that you wait outside the chapel 

doors maintaining social distance if others are gathered. You will not have to wait in line past the start of 

your time slot. Please note that each member of a family must sign up for individual slot to be counted 

toward the total limit. 
 

Can I stay longer than my prayer time slot if I would like to continue praying in the chapel?  

At this time, we must follow state guidelines limiting the number of people in the building and disinfecting 

each space between use. This requires that we set end times for prayer so that the area can be disinfected for 

the next guest. We realize this is not ideal but ask for your patience as we navigate through this transition and 

try to make the prayer space available to as many people as possible. 

 

I miss being at church, can I stay and pray in the main church after my prayer time?  

Unfortunately, no. Because of the limitations on the numbers of people at the church campus, the rest of the 

parish campus remains closed at this time.  

 

My elderly mother wants to come for prayer, is it ok for her to come?  

We urge people who are defined as “vulnerable” by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 

Illinois Department of Public Health to use their best judgment about returning to church. This includes 

people who are over age 65, as well as those who have underlying health conditions that would make them 

vulnerable to viral infection. While we believe that our procedures will make resuming sacramental ministry 

as safe as possible, there is no way to completely eliminate the risk of COVID-19 transmission at present.  

 

Will the bathrooms be open during prayer?  

Unfortunately, the church campus including the bathrooms will not be available during scheduled prayer 

time. Since all spaces open for use need to be frequently disinfected, we must limit the spaces that are open 

to keep up with sanitation requirements. We apologize for any inconvenience this might cause. 

 
Can I stand outside the church and visit with other parishioners after my prayer time?  

Unfortunately, no. Please depart promptly when you exit the chapel. We need to keep the area outside for 

people waiting for their assigned prayer time.  

 

These procedures will be updated as Archdiocesan policy change. We will post updates at the parish website 

www.stmaryfc.org. Again, thank you for your understanding. 

http://www.stmaryfc.org/

