
 
 

Reopening for Reconciliation at St. Mary 
 

As we slowly begin the process of reopening for the sacraments, St. Mary will follow all guidelines and 

requirements mandated by the Archdiocese of Chicago and the State of Illinois. The primary concern 

throughout this process is the health and safety for all.  

 

We realize that these new procedures will feel very different and will take some time to get used to. Thank 

you for your patience and understanding through this transition as we carefully enter this next phase. The 

procedures will continue to evolve as state requirements are updated.  

 

Reconciliation FAQ’s 
 

Please see answers below to questions regarding opening for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

 

Do I have to sign up to go to Reconciliation? Where should I park?  

No sign up is necessary. Just show up at the scheduled time and park in the lot as usual.  

 

Should I enter using the front narthex doors?  

Yes, please enter using the main narthex doors to the church. Reconciliation will now take place in Meeting 

Room 1 across from the parish office to provide more room for social distancing. We will have greeters at 

the front doors to help you find your way when you arrive. 

 

Do I need to wear gloves and a mask?  

As outlined by the Archdiocese and the state of Illinois, masks must always be worn in the church. Wearing a 

mask is a requirement in the Archdiocese of Chicago reopening plan and is an easy way to promote the 

common good which is our responsibility as Catholic Christians. Gloves are an optional precautionary 

measure. If you’d be more comfortable wearing gloves, please do so.  We realize this will all feel very 

different! 

 

How will I remember all of this?  

No worries! We will have “greeters” at the church to welcome you, guide you and respond to your questions.  

 

Will there be a lot of people at church for Reconciliation? Will I have to wait long?  

Just like other times, the wait will be determined by how many people are there for the sacrament. The 

sacrament will not take longer than usual. The biggest difference you might notice is that the initial 

guidelines allow a maximum of 10 people in the Church at one time. If more than 10 people arrive for 

Reconciliation at one time, some will be required to wait outside until permitted to enter. 

 

Can I stay outside the church and visit with other parishioners after Reconciliation?  

Unfortunately, no. Please depart promptly when you exit the church. We need to keep the area outside for 

people waiting for Reconciliation and maintain 6’ social distancing, as required by the Archdiocese of 

Chicago.  

 

My elderly mother wants to go to confession, is it ok for her to come?  

We urge people who are defined as “vulnerable” by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 

Illinois Department of Public Health to use their best judgment about returning to church. This includes 

people who are over age 65, as well as those who have underlying health conditions that would make them 

vulnerable to viral infection. While we believe that our procedures will make resuming sacramental ministry 

as safe as possible, there is no way to eliminate the risk of COVID-19 transmission at present. If you have a 

concern about whether you are morally obligated to come back to the sacraments despite being in a 

vulnerable population, we urge you to speak to one of our priests.  



 
 
 

Will we be in the confessional? Can I still choose to go face-to-face or behind the screen?  

Since the confessional is an example of a closed space discouraged by health officials, we will set up 

Reconciliation in Meeting Room 1 which is across from the parish office. Chairs are set up to observe social 

distancing guidelines with partitions to provide privacy for the sacrament. You will have the option to go to 

the sacrament of Reconciliation either face-to-face or behind a screen.  

 

I miss being at church, can I stay and pray at church after Reconciliation?  

Unfortunately, no. Because of the limitations on the numbers of people in the church at any one time and the 

policies of the Archdiocese, we ask that you exit the church immediately after absolution. That includes 

doing any penance you may receive after you leave the church.  

 

Will the bathrooms be open during reconciliation?  

Our main bathrooms will be closed but the single handicapped bathroom will be available. Since the 

bathrooms must be frequently disinfected, we have had to reduce the number of open bathrooms so that our 

volunteers can clean them 

 


