
 
 

Reflection for May 29th, 2020  
  
Friday of the Seventh Week of Easter 
 
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/052920.cfm 
 
After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and eaten breakfast with them, 
he said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” 
 
I must admit, our gospel today is a personal favorite. In 2005, I did a 30-day 
Ignatian Retreat and this passage was among the materials for contemplation – a 
manner of praying where you try to imagine yourself in the scene and enter into 
dialogue with the characters. In my prayer, I witnessed that moving encounter 
between Jesus and Peter. No trace of anger but pure love from Jesus, and for 
Peter, remorse and pain. But the loving presence of Jesus was so overwhelming 
that it brought peace and healing to Peter. It offered him a brand new start. 
 
“Do you love me more than this?” I heard the Lord ask me that same question in 
my prayer. Like Peter, it was easy to say “Yes, Lord!” but I felt the burden of my 
“Yes.” It meant embracing Him – the Person Himself, the kind of life He lived, the 
manner of love, compassion and forgiveness He showed. Change happens when 
one decides to love the Lord. I felt my own unworthiness, the discomfort, the pain 
and even the fear of Peter yet love dispels all those. It was so reassuring that I am 
loved despite my weaknesses.  
 
This passage is a personal favorite because it reminds me of my long retreat when 
I confirmed my decision to embrace the priesthood – to be a disciple of the Lord. 
Each day, I have to renew that love and yes, even feel that love from Him as I 
serve Him and His church. God’s love is reassuring. God is faithful. 
 
If the Lord were to ask you, “Do you love me more than this?” what will your 
answer be? Know that He has loved you first. He has and will always love you.  
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