
 
 

Reflection for July 1st, 2020  
 
Wednesday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time 
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Thereupon the whole town came out to meet Jesus, 
and when they saw him they begged him to leave their district. 
 
Most of the stories we read in the gospels talk about people following Jesus 
wherever He goes and even asking Him to stay longer with them, if not forever. 
Not in our gospel today though. Jesus was asked to leave. That’s unusual! 
 
On what occasions do we ask the Lord – perhaps even people dear to us – to stay 
out of our lives? In our gospel today, Jesus’ presence and his act of kindness 
ruined the livelihood of the community. The village people did not see the 
concern Jesus had for their safety, and at the same time, the concern Jesus had 
for the two men who were possessed. He was misunderstood. 
 
For sure, we are motivated by good intentions most of the time. Why? Because 
we care and love the people who are dear to us. We desire for their growth, 
healing and maturity. We want the best for them so we try to challenge their 
lifestyle or point out the truth. And by doing that, we’re hoping that they become 
aware of the better person they are capable of becoming. It is unfortunate, 
however, that sometimes they don’t see the way we see it. They don’t recognize 
the love behind the actions or suggestions we are showing. Rather, they consider 
them as an attack to their person, to their character. They want us out of their 
lives. 
 
Jesus did not stop doing good and proclaiming the truth. He was asked to leave so 
he moved to other towns. When we feel rejected for the good that we do, even 
the good intentions that we have in our hearts, beg for the grace to imitate the 
example of the Lord: Do good anyway. 
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