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I will bring about the restoration of my people Israel; 
they shall rebuild and inhabit their ruined cities, 
Plant vineyards and drink the wine, 
set out gardens and eat the fruits. 
 
Today, we celebrate Independence Day. While it has been traditionally a time to 
gather with family and friends for some outdoor meals or activities or perhaps 
watch fireworks display, this year might be different due to the pandemic. It 
doesn’t mean though that we don’t celebrate. In our own simple ways, we 
celebrate this gift of freedom with gratitude. We thank our forefathers, all those 
who sacrificed their lives, and all those who continue to protect our freedom.  
 
How fitting it is that we hear of the same aspirations in our first reading today. It 
talks about a bright future that gives hope to a fallen nation – a nation that was 
once flourishing but took all the blessings they were enjoying for granted. The 
people of Israel turned their back on God – they worshipped false gods, engaged 
in immoral acts, forgot to love. They were led to exile and out of that experience, 
they realized what they lost: freedom.  
 
We are blessed to be living free in this country but are we exercising this gift 
responsibly and for the right reasons? Are we also mindful of other people who 
are still trapped in different forms of bondage these days? What are we doing to 
liberate them? God’s heart bleeds when He sees His people suffering, not free.  
 
In prayer, we include this intention at last Sunday’s mass: We pray for our 
national leaders, that they might recall and live by the principles upon which our 
nation was founded two hundred-forty-four years ago… We pray to the Lord. 
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