
Loving God, you are the author and sustainer of our 
lives. You know the anguish of the sorrowful, you 
are attentive to the prayers of the brokenhearted. 

Hear your people who cry out to you in their need; 
strengthen their hope in your lasting goodness.  

We pray for those who have recently died, 
especially our children, because of the senseless 
gun violence. Draw them to yourself; let your face 
shine upon them. May they be greeted with choirs 
of angels and experience your eternal peace and 
joy.  

Be near to all those who have been touched by 
violence: those who have been hurt, lost their loved 
ones or lost their sense of security. Be for them a 
steady comfort and safe resting place.  

 
Soften the hearts and steady of the minds of those 

who would do violence to others. May hate be 
replaced with love, violence with peace and 
darkness with your light.  Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.    
  

(adapted from the Catholic Health Association) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 I am most grateful to our re-opening team and the volunteers who generously have given their time to assist 

in our re-opening process. With the cooperation of many, we have been able to resume offering Sunday Masses, 

daily Mass on Tuesday and Thursday, Baptisms, Confessions and Funerals. I hope that we can offer the Saturday 

night Mass soon. We are still in need of volunteers who are in good health to assist with the duties required during 

this time of pandemic. Please let us know if you would like to help. 

Our Parish Office will remain closed through the end of August. The Pastoral Staff is working staggered shifts so 

that we are all not in the office at the same time. Victoria has been working the front office on Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday. Please know that we are doing our best to keep everyone safe and if you are sick or are not feeling well 

we ask that you please stay home. If you have attended Mass within the last two weeks and have been diagnosed 

with the virus, I ask that you let me know so we can notify those who may have had contact with you. This 

information is kept confidential. Weekend Masses will continue to be made available through the internet. The 

obligation to attend Mass remains lifted until it is safe for all of us to gather together again.    

This Sunday we hear the parable of the sower with the image of seed being scattered on the ground, which in 

farming terms precedes the plowing method that we are accustomed to. Certainly there is much to ponder in this 

parable as we consider the difference between the seeds 

that fell on fertile ground and the seeds that fell in less 

favorable conditions. The challenge that Jesus puts 

before each of us is to produce good fruit.   

My grandmother gave me a needlepoint pillow when I 

entered the Seminary with the quote: “What you are is 

God’s gift to you. Who you become is your gift to God.” 

To me that is what producing good fruit is all about...in 

every situation of our lives, by the way we choose to live 

our lives, by the people we serve, by the way we share 

our gifts and talents, and by the way we encourage and 

teach others in faith and love. May we pray for the grace 

to grow wherever we find ourselves. Sometimes it can be 

difficult to bear good fruit when it seems that everything 

is working against us. There are other times when we 

find ourselves inspired and supported in our work and 

ministry. In the end we know that there will be a final 

harvest and on that day, by God’s grace, may we hear the 

words of the Savior: “Well done, good and faithful 

servant.”  

Finally, I find myself discouraged by the recent 

escalation of gun violence in our cities and concerned 

about the growing frustration and anger that has been 

amplified by the pandemic. Let us pray for a healing 

within our nation and pray that people of good will work 

together to bring about healing, understanding and peace.         

Let us pray for one another,      

Fr. Jerry   


