
Peace 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where uncivil words prevail,  

show me how to model love. 

Help me remember the God-given dignity of all  

and invite others to do the same.  

Show me how to build bridges and not walls  

and see first what unites us  

rather than how we diverge.             

Let me seek to understand  

before asking to be understood.  

Give me a listening heart  

filled with empathy and compassion.  

May I be clear in sharing my own position  

and respectful and civil in describing those of others.  

Let me never tolerate hateful ideas.  

May I invite all to charity and love.  

Lord, help me to imitate your compassion and mercy. 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Amen. 

  
Bishop David Zubik, Diocese of Pittsburgh.  

Adapted from the Prayer of St. Francis  

and “9 Rules for Civility from the Catholic Tradition.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

This Sunday we continue reading from Matthew 13, the chapter of parables. For this Sunday and next, the parables 

focus on one mystery, the Kingdom of Heaven. This image of the Kingdom cannot be reduced to only one image 

and so Jesus gives us many to consider. It is rather timely that we hear of the wheat and the weeds.  As I have been 

tending to my own garden, the weeds this year have seemed to spring up quickly. As a gardener it is important to 

recognize the difference between a weed and the actual plant. Sometimes, however, weeds tend to take over certain 

plants and when I try to remove it, I inevitably damage the plant or flower as well. Notice that Jesus in the parable 

tells his servant not to pull the weeds and to let them grow together so that the wheat is not also damaged. Jesus 

seems to be telling us that God is aware that there are weeds growing within the wheat and that God is content to let 

them grow together, only to be separated at harvest time. We 

live in a time where there is so much uncertainty and divisive 

speech. Perhaps this parable can encourage us to refrain from 

judging those who think differently than we do. Our role is to 

continue to bear good fruit for the kingdom and leave the 

judgement to God.  

 This Sunday is the 3rd anniversary of the sudden 

death of Fr. Ron Lewinski. I have found myself missing him 

more during these days of pandemic. I am sure Fr. Ron would 

be engaged in writing about this time in our history and would 

make profound connections with the teachings of the Church 

and our liturgical tradition. I am grateful to be able celebrate 

in our parish church that illustrates the passion he had for the 

sacred liturgy. The high ceilings and large gathering space 

make this a much safer place to worship during this time. Fr. 

Ron also hired Fred Vipond as the Director of Music and 

Liturgy. Fred has held this position for more than 18 years. As 

he prepares to leave St. Mary, I have become increasingly 

aware of the many ways Fred cared for this faith community. 

I have formed a search committee and we have publicly 

posted this position. We have received more than ten 

applications as of today and have begun the work of 

discerning the qualities most needed for this important 

position. Fred has generously scheduled cantors and 

accompanists through the beginning of October. I ask for your 

prayers and support during these days of transition. Fred’s last 

official weekend at St. Mary will be August 1st and 2nd.   

  

Let us pray for one another,    

Fr. Jerry  

  

 
 


