
Dear Confirmation Families, 
 
Thank you for your patience in waiting to celebrate your son’s or daughter’s Confirmation.  We know that is has 
been a strange and difficult time for everyone, but I do have some good news! Now that our church has re-opened 
for regular mass times allowing 150 people to attend each of our three Sunday masses, we can now celebrate 
sacraments using the same guidelines that apply to the weekend mass. There are many important guidelines that 
must be followed in order to ensure an abundance of safety for all in keeping with IDPH and CDC guidelines. 
Therefore, our Confirmation masses will not be as they have been in the past.  A very important difference is that a 
Bishop will not confirm the candidates.  Fr. Jerry, as pastor of St. Mary, has been given delegation to confirm. So 
that you can begin to plan for a date, these Fridays will be offered: 
 

Friday, September 25 and Friday, October 2, both at 7:00p.m. 
 

In order to keep our numbers within the guidelines, each mass will be limited to 37 candidates.  Each candidate 
may bring their sponsor and 2 other family members, limiting each family to 4 reservations.  Reservations must be 
made in advance by signing up on Sign-Up Genius using the same procedure used to register for the weekend 
masses.  You can access this by clicking on this link: 

 
Sign Up for Confirmation Mass 

 
Other important details to note: 
 

 Candidates and their sponsor will be seated in reserved seats and other family members will have 
assigned seats elsewhere in the church.  Everyone must remain in these seats throughout the 
mass.  There cannot be any roaming around in the narthex and no other rooms will be open or available 
with the exception of restrooms. 

 We ask that all family members arrive at the same time and enter the church as a family unit so that 
seating can be done without families waiting in the narthex.  If you have to wait for other family 
members, we ask that you do that in the parking lot.  There will not be a rehearsal before the mass, nor a 
procession into mass.  We will plan on providing you with a video closer to the dates with specifics as to 
how each candidate will approach Fr. Jerry to be confirmed and their response to him. 

 All attendees must wear a face mask during the entire mass.  Hand sanitizer will be available in several 
locations in the church but it’s always good to have your own with you. 

 Fr. Jerry will wear a face shield at the time of confirmation and at the Eucharist. 

 As we have become accustomed to, things can change week to week.  The guidelines that are in place 
now may change and we will notify you if this happens. 

 
Please be assured that if you are not comfortable having your child celebrate at this time, we will continue to 
offer other options as guidelines change.  Also, please know that if a sponsor is a grandparent or someone in the 
vulnerable age and does not feel comfortable attending, a parent can stand in for that person. 
 
Since the Confirmation retreat had to be canceled we will be providing a Virtual retreat for the candidates.  We 
will send this to you in August with a due date of Sept. 14. We look forward to celebrating with you and will keep 
you updated when, and if, things change and when the video is ready for your viewing. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
 
God bless, 
 
Sue Matousek 
 
Grant Bright 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054CACAD2DA5FD0-first1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054CACAD2DA5FD0-first1

