
 
 
Reflection for July 30th, 2020  
 
Thursday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time 
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I went down to the potter’s house and there he was, 
working at the wheel. 
Whenever the object of clay which he was making 
turned out badly in his hand, 
he tried again, 
making of the clay another object of whatever sort he pleased. 
 
A common image that we were constantly reminded about when I was still 
undergoing seminary formation was that we, seminarians, are like clay in the 
Potter’s hands – always in the process of being shaped and growing with the help 
of God’s grace. I find that to be a powerful image because it talks about surrender 
and trust. The clay has a lot of potential in it. From being shapeless, it becomes a 
jar or any figure depending on how the potter designs it.  
 
Like the potter, God desires for a beautiful output. He doesn’t stop recreating and 
reshaping us. We are an unfinished product while living in this world and we can 
attest to this when we try to reflect on our daily experiences. We take on 
different shapes in life and sometimes, the process can be painful. It would mean 
encountering road blocks like illness, loss, separation or even death. It’s hard to 
see the beauty that lies ahead in times like these. But we are invited to simply 
trust in the Lord and believe that it will make sense after a while. That is what He 
did with His chosen people. God never gave up – and He never will.  
 
When you pray today, bring to memory the times you felt you were being formed 
by God in a painful way. What was being asked of you to give up or perhaps, 
embrace? How long did it take you to see things taking shape? How has that 
experience helped you deepen your trust in the Divine Artist? 
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