
Deacon Deliberations by Deacon Gary Kupsak     

 

Is Being First That Important? 

     “Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last” (Matthew 20:16). This little line, tucked in at 

the end of today’s Gospel, says so much, with so few words. It reveals the contradiction between 

worldly and eternal success. Do we (I know I have) seek out worldly success and fail to see the qualities 

that last for eternity? 

     Let’s start with the “many who are first.” Who are these people? I think that to understand this we 

must understand the difference between the “world” and the “Kingdom of God,” The world refers to a 

purely vain population within any given culture. Success, prestige, and glory oftentimes accompany 

worldly popularity and success. Satan, the devil, is the lord of this “glory seeking” world and will often 

seek to raise up those who serve his unholy will. Sad to say, some of us are enticed by, and drawn to this 

form of notoriety. Who doesn’t like to be recognized and the “best?” Who always must come in first 

(often called highly motivated), who must win at all costs, who must be held up as the GOAT (Greatest 

of All Time)? This can be a problem, especially when we expect others to recognize our successes. The 

“many who are first,” are those whom the world elevates as icons and models of success. Now please, 

don’t be too upset with my thoughts, this is a general statement that certainly does not apply to every 

person and situation. But the general tendency should be recognized. And according to today’s 

Scripture, those who get drawn into this life will be “last” in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

     Contrast this with those who are “first” in the Kingdom of God. Those who often are overlooked 

when it comes to public recognition. Some may see their goodness and honor them, like Saint Mother 

Teresa or Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati. But often, these types of people are criticized and considered 

unimportant in a worldly way. 

     What’s more important to us? What do we honestly prefer for all eternity? Do we prefer to be well 

thought of in this life, even if it means compromising values and the truth? Or, are our eyes fixed on the 

truth and external rewards that may be in store for those who may be willing to be last in line? 

     Let’s all just take a moment and reflect on the goal of building up a treasure in Heaven and the 

eternal reward promised to those who live lives of true faith and fidelity. There is nothing wrong with 

being well thought of by others, but we must never allow our desires to the “best,” to be dddthe “first 

and foremost” over others, dominate our actions and emotions, and possibly dissuade us from keeping 

our eyes on that which is eternal. If we’re concerned about our eternal life, how do we want to spend 

eternity? Is it that important that we must be first in everything we do? In the true spirit of being humble 

disciples, let’s let others go before us, let’s be here on earth to serve and not be served. Remember, it is 

written, “The last will be first, and the first will be last.” Where do we want to be first, here or there? 

Dear brothers and sisters, the choice is up to us.   

May God protect you and keep you safe! 


