
Fisch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Today’s Gospel reading demands that you and I examine our lives and ask: Do I embrace God’s call or merely give it lip-
service? We all know the axiom that “actions speak louder than words”, so what does the evidence of my actions say? 
Jesus tells a short story today to drive home the point. Like the Parable of the Prodigal Son, this story also involves two 
brothers and their relationships with their father. As with all of Jesus’ stories, you and I are meant to find ourselves in the 
characters. Which son are we? Author Alice Camille observes: 

  
In two-son stories, we are tempted to identify with the underdog who emerges as the hero, because in our fantasy life we are all 
the heroes of our own stories... But when Jesus tells two-son stories, we are expected to see ourselves in the other fellow, the 
one who seems to say yes but is clearly doing nothing to back it up. How much integrity is there between all our religious 
posturing and the will of God, unmistakably pronounced in word and sacrament? 
  
Words are important. But if they aren’t backed by matching actions, words are worthless. Too often our faith and religion are 
seen as nothing more than a hobby or a club membership, something to be enjoyed on occasion when we’re in the mood or in 
need. Or we keep up superficial external appearances but don’t let the Gospel truly penetrate to the depths of who we are deep 
inside. More from Alice Camille: 
  
Being faithful to God is not only about professing creeds or partaking in ritual acts of worship. We may carry the “I am a Catholic” 
ID card in our wallets, never miss Sunday Mass, connect the dots of our sacramental life, keep the Ten Commandments and 
rules of the church scrupulously, and still risk being out of the loop of God’s will…If we fail to wind up in the arms of a loving God 
in the final analysis, then all of our efforts are no more than performance art. 
  
A hollow, plastic faith life that says the right prayers and follows the right rules but does not engage our hearts and whole selves 
will not lead to salvation. True discipleship demands that our life revolve around our faith in Jesus and doing the will of God. That 
doesn’t mean that we have to do “churchy” stuff every night of the week, but it does mean that our activities and our lifestyle give 
top priority to the demands of being a follower of Jesus Christ. It means that we find our sense of fulfillment in God-centered 
action through a daily life that embodies Gospel values not only in our personal relationships but also by concretely helping the 
poor and neglected, by regularly spending time in liturgy and prayer and spiritual reading, by getting involved in a ministry, and 
by working to build a more just and compassionate world for everyone. The central question in our lives is not “Where can I find 
some personal enjoyment?” but “What am I called to do on behalf of the Gospel?” 
  
Ask yourself: Would I rearrange my plans to watch the [substitute your favorite team] in the playoffs? Do you organize your plans 
to watch your favorite TV show? Then ask: If your child’s soccer game conflicts with your normal Mass time, do you go to 
another Mass or skip it entirely? Do Religious Education classes rank higher than sports programs in your family life? Do you 
make time to pray every day? Is sleep/recreation more important in your life than the obligations of faith? Do you arrange your 
schedule to participate in any activity that serves the Gospel? What are you doing to nourish your faith life (reading, 
presentations, etc.)? To what extent do you sacrifice time and money to support the mission of the Church and outreach to the 
poor and suffering? To claim to be a Christian but not do these things makes us closer to the son who talks a good game but 
doesn’t deliver.  
  
Religion is not a hobby. The Church is not a social club. Catholicism is not a spectator sport. Discipleship is a way of life, a 
matter of priorities and commitment from the heart. Pious words and rituals alone are insufficient. It’s time for us to back up our 
words with loving actions. If you wish to contact me, please send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 
  

 


