
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
  
The scriptures this week speak to us of the importance of our ongoing conversion to the Lord and that it is never too late to 
change our ways.  As part of the Introductory Rites of every Mass we celebrate, we begin by calling to mind our sins and seeking 
the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness. This, of course, is central to our life as a disciple of Jesus. If we were not sinners, we would 
not need a savior.  
  
In the Confiteor we pray these words: “I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and what I 
have failed to do.” I think this statement is reflected in the question Jesus asks the chief priests and elders: “Which son did his 
father’s will?” We all know that there is a difference between saying and doing, that our actions often speak much louder than our 
words. While our words do matter and respectful and honest dialogue is necessary for the Christian way of life, it cannot end 
there. Jesus teaches that our actions or deeds, especially in our care for the sick, the poor, and the vulnerable, matter more than 
just our good intentions. May we call upon the Holy Spirit to strengthen our resolve and desire to please the Lord in all that we 
say and in all that we do. 
  
I am pleased to welcome our newest pastoral staff member to St. Mary.  This is Mark Meier’s first week as the Director of Music 
and Liturgy. Mark previously served as the Director of Music at St. Matthias Catholic Church in the Lincoln Square of Chicago, 
where he was much beloved. As part of the Renew My Church restructuring, Saint Matthias parish has merged with Queen of 
Angels parish with the St. Matthias church being closed. I know this was difficult for many of the parishioners and for Mark 
personally. I ask for your prayers and support for Mark during this time of transition. He comes to us with many gifts and his great 
love for the Catholic liturgy.  
  

Let us pray for one another, 
Fr. Jerry  
  

  

 A Note from Mark James Meier 
  
Dear St. Mary, 
  
I’m very excited to come to St. Mary of the Annunciation and begin working for the parish. I 
look forward to beginning ministry here and meeting everyone. On this new journey, I welcome 
the Holy Spirit to guide me and inspire me for the musical and liturgical needs of Saint Mary of 
the Annunciation.   
  
God’s blessing to all.  This is the day the Lord has made!     
  

- Mark    

A Brief Bio… 
  
Mark James Meier has been active in Music Liturgy since his college days. He has been at St. Matthias Parish for 13 years and has been 
Director of Music for the past 6. Mark has been active as a singer, accompanist and stage director in Chicago, nationally and internationally. 
As a regular member of the world-renowned Chicago Symphony Chorus, he has garnered four Grammy awards.  As an accompanist, Mark 
has recently accompanied for Frances Xavier Warde Schools and four of the Chicago Children’s Choir’s Neighborhood Choirs.  Originally 
from Wisconsin, he attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison.   


