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Which Line Are We In? 

     I don’t know, but do we all have a special scriptural passage that we are just in love with? One 

that we enjoy reading and reflecting on, and one that may set the tone for how we try to live our 

lives. A passage that guides us on how we approach trying to develop the Kingdom of Heaven here 

on earth. Well, I do, and I’ll bet you guessed that today’s Gospel (Matthew 25: 31-46) is my life 

guiding scripture.  

   Today, Jesus is teaching us a life lesson, a lesson, that if we’re willing to listen, could spell out 

eternal happiness for you and for me. Jesus examines how we treat those in need. How we respond 

to life around us, how we have treated the least of our brothers and sisters.  

     To the sheep (those on the right), he says, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” (Matt.25:34-36). These are 

people in need, especially during the pandemic, those who we have served, and not asked them to 

serve us. 

     To the goats (those on the left) he says “Depart from me….for I was hungry and you gave me no 

food, thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, a stranger….., naked….., sick…..and in prison….. 

and you did nothing. What you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do it for me.” 

(Matt. 25:41-43, 45). Individually or collectively, we are called to help those in need. We work to 

meet our own needs and the needs of those dependent on us; but we should also work to have 

something to give to the needy. We should join with others to find ways to come alongside those 

who lack the necessities of life that we sometime take for granted. If these words of Jesus in this 

passage are to be taken seriously, more may hinge on our works of charity than we realize. 

     Jesus did not say exactly how the sheep served people in need. It may have been through gifts 

and charitable work. But maybe, just maybe serving is accomplished by the ordinary work that today 

we do; of growing, producing or selling food; helping neighbors (physically or emotionally) during  

this rage of COVID-19; going out of our way to make our pandemic fractured society work a bit 

more smoothly. In trying to serve others, we are also serving God.  

     And by trying, I mean that this week, this month, this year, for the rest of our lives, let’s be open 

to finding a way to be of more service to others. As Christ the King as our guide, we can do it; all 

we must do is try. 


