
Fisch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

For the past few Sundays our scripture readings have pondered the “end times.” Today we reach the climax of that 
contemplation with the Solemnity of Christ the King. We are reminded that we belong to a Kingdom that is not made of 
power, wealth, or politics. Rather, the Kingdom of God to which we have professed our first and greatest loyalty is built of 
compassion, service, sacrifice, forgiveness, humility, and love. 
  

The truth of Christ requires that we look at the world upside down and inside out. Today’s Gospel reading shows that we can 
only be saved when we accept that we are not the ones in charge and when, like the sheep, we live for others first and ourselves 
second. The condemned goats, on the other hand, were content to occasionally give scraps of their time, effort and resources to 
others once they had satisfied their own wants. They failed to see the presence of God in the faces of others, particularly in the 
faces of those in need. The goats are condemned for their indifference, neglect and self-centeredness. The aspect of Matthew’s 
judgment scene that really scares me is that it is what we don’t do when we had a chance to do good that will be the cause of our 
own downfall at least as much as (if not more than) our sinful actions. As many sins as I commit, I have to admit that my sins of 
omission or of token response are far more plentiful. 
  
Author Patrice J. Tuohy writes: “Today’s gospel doesn’t paint such a rosy picture for the final scene in our lives. Jesus warns us 
that those of us who don’t get it right—the stubborn goats in the crowd—are going to be punished. But the problem is, we don’t 
have [someone] standing over our shoulders watching our every move and letting us know when we’ve really messed up. Some 
will try to tell us, but they may not always know the full story. We may even sense our most grievous sins ourselves, but 
ultimately we have no foolproof means of assessing and judging our human behavior as we head toward judgment day. In fact, 
the only way to be sure of inheriting God’s Kingdom is to do God’s work of love. On judgment day, we’ll be placed to God’s right 
if we’ve done right by others. Why delay? Go and do the right thing.” 
  
You and I will one day be judged as to whether we have cultivated a right relationship with God and done right by others. Author 
Alice Camille writes:  
  
To say that God is merciful is not to say that nothing we do really matters in the long run. God is not to be confused with an 
indulgent parent who will let the beloved children get away with murder. Human life is profoundly concerned with right 
relationship with God. If we cultivate that relationship now, we’ll have it forever, just like a good marriage—which is one of Jesus’ 
favorite images for this union. If we neglect or outright sever that relationship now, however, we ought not to be surprised when 
we open the final door and there’s nothing there. 
  
How do we nurture our relationship with God, apart from the keeping of the rules? Jesus and the prophets of old both point to our 
treatment of others. What we do for them, we do for God. The best way to honor the God we don’t see is to honor the sister or 
brother that we do see. Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the sick, visit 
the imprisoned, and we will not only have helped a fellow human being, we will have entered into the compassion of God in 
Christ. Everything else we do in this world is passing, but our communion with the heart of God is eternal. 
  
We must not approach the Corporal Works of Mercy as if they are a checklist to be completed. More than a set of tasks, the 
Works of Mercy are an invitation to think more deeply about how to love others, how to love with the heart of God. The emphasis 
is on “mercy”, not “works”. Deeper thinking will show that feeding the hungry may mean listening to the person everyone ignores. 
Giving drink to the thirsty may include offering kind words to those who rarely hear praise. Welcoming the stranger often involves 
countering prejudice with openness.  
  
The Solemnity of Christ the King challenges you and me to embrace the reign of God, a kingdom of justice, service, sacrifice and 
reconciliation. If we want God’s mercy, we must become God’s mercy. It’s a very simple formula and now is the right time to put 
it into practice. May you and I find ourselves numbered among the sheep. If you wish to contact me, please send an email to 
deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.  
  

 


