
 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
  
Today is the last Sunday of our liturgical year, on which we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe.  The First Sunday of Advent will follow our celebration of Thanksgiving and 
begins a new liturgical year. I know I am not alone in my desire to put 2020 behind us. We have been 
tested this year in so many ways. I do not know where I would be without my faith in Christ, who 
continues to guide and protect us.  
  
Perhaps the title of Jesus as “King” is as problematic in our time as it was in the time of Jesus. Images of 
power, authority, domination, obedience, loyalty and control all come to mind. These are things that make 
us a bit uncomfortable. We like to think we have the freedom to choose whatever we want without 
thinking of the consequences of our decisions.  
  
The “Last Judgement” in the Gospel of Matthew is among the most vivid memorable scenes in the 
Gospels. The sharp contrast between heaven and hell is very clear. The concept of a final judgment 
usually raises more fears than reasons to rejoice. But if we truly love the Lord, and continue to commit 
ourselves to serving him, we should look forward to the day when we will meet the Lord Jesus face to 
face. Jesus has already given us the answers to our final exam. You and I will be judged based on what 
we have done, or failed to do, in favor of the poor, the sick, the hungry, and those most in need. Surprise!  
It is not a secret. We will be judged on our ability to love and do what love requires.  
  
During these trying times we can easily become cynical or find ourselves feeling stressed and frightened. 
That is why it is probably more important than ever to focus on gratitude, to have the faith to recognize all 
life as a gift. We need to pay attention to all that is good in the world and to the source of that goodness: 
God. This does not mean that we pretend that suffering and painful divisions do not exist. On the 
contrary, gratitude helps us to recognize what we value most and inspires us to share our blessings with 
others in response to our suffering and division. We cannot be cynical or envious and be grateful at the 
same time. Gratitude is the foundation of our Christian faith. The sustaining motivation for all that we do to 
serve others is our love for Jesus and a desire to please him, grateful for what we have received.  
  
As we prepare to observe another Thanksgiving Day in the midst of a pandemic and political unrest, may 
we put our hope and trust in the Lord. While we are saddened by those we cannot physically gather with 
this year, may we be grateful for the ways we can still connect with loved ones, whether by phone, Zoom 
or other electronic communication, and in prayer. For what we do have and for what we can share, may 
we truly be grateful. We pray for healing and peace in our world and that our own sufferings may open 
our eyes to the pain and hardships of our sisters and brothers who live in poverty or who are persecuted 
for their faith. May we never take for granted all that we have been given nor those who have helped us 
through this pandemic.  
  
I wish to express my gratitude for the gift of this faith community of St. Mary of the Annunciation. Thanks 
to all those who dedicate themselves each day to helping us gather safely for worship. Fr. Don and I 
thank you for the prayers, encouragement and support each day.  May God bless you and your loved 
ones with a saving grace that enables you to recognize and celebrate God’s many blessings. 
  
Let us pray for one another,       
Fr. Jerry  
  


