
 

Vision: 
 

That all  
generations  
at St. Mary  
and in the  
surrounding  
community  
encounter Jesus  
and live  
as His disciples. 
 
 
Mission: 
 

We are called  
to go out  
and share  
the Good News, 
making disciples 
who build up the 
Kingdom of God 
through  
meaningful prayer, 
effective formation 
and loving service. 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Sat. 5:00 PM 

Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30 AM 
Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM 

 
 
 

 

Follow us on social media: 
 
 
 

@stmarymundelein 
www.stmaryfc.org 

 
Confessions: Saturday, 4:00–4:45 PM 

SAINT MARY OF THE ANNUNCIATION | MUNDELEIN 



Pray for 
those who have recently died: 

Melchior Lima, John Matyasik, Harry Gavin Jr. 
Norma Pettinger, Mary Ann Keating, 

                           Anthony Gherardini, Noranne Och  

 

Livestreaming 
 

St. Mary livestreams the 9:30am Mass on Sundays as well as 
the 8:00am daily Mass. The feed goes to our parish Facebook 
page. You do not need to have a Facebook account to view the 
broadcast. After Mass ends, the broadcast remains posted for 
access at any time. The livestream link is on our website or you 
can enter https://www.facebook.com/pg/stmarymundelein/posts/ 
into your browser.  

Readings for the Week 

Monday: Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22 
 

Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c;  
 Mk 2:23-28 
 

Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6 
 

Thursday: Heb 7:25 — 8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 3:7-12 
 
Friday: Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8, 10-14; Mk 3:13-19, or any 

of a number of readings for the Day of Prayer 
 

Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;  
 Mk 3:20-21 
 

Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31;  
 Mk 1:14-20 

Visit the parish website www.stmaryfc.org and click on the link to 
the St. Mary YouTube channel where you will find recorded 
Masses and messages from the parish. Click on “Subscribe. 

Stewardship Report   
 

Sunday Collection January 10, 2021 $                 15,549.28           
Budgeted Weekly Collection $                 22,115.38 
Difference $                 ( 6,566.10) 
  
Current Fiscal Year-to-Date* $               604,304.31  
Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date $               619,230.77  
Difference $               (14,926.46) 
Difference vs. Last Year $               (23,516.87) 
  
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   

Mass Intentions January 18—24, 2021  
 

Monday, January 18, 8:00 AM 
†Gregory Langlotz                                          Langlotz Family 
†John Kampf   His wife Hannelore Kampf 
†Thomas Pou Pore          Linda Harrison 
 

Tuesday, January 19, 8:00 AM 
†Melchiorre Lima                                                Lima Family 
†Salvatore & Michelina Panettieri             The Family 
†Bill Richardson                                  Mother Ann & Dick Golm 
 

Wednesday, January 20,  8:00 AM 
†Patrick Purol   Aunt Lillian Schumel 
†Wendi Roberts                   Mother Joyce Ladewig 
   

Thursday, January 21,  8:00 AM 
For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 

Friday, January 22,  8:00 AM 
For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 

Saturday, January 23, 5:00PM 
†Elizabeth Aiken                                        Husband Bud 
 

Sunday, January 24,  7:30 AM 
†Allen T. Friello                                   Brian, Sheila & Maura Dalton 
†Norma Jean Ranallo                         Robert & Barbara King 
†Joseph Giannelli                                Lou & Sheila Bosshart 
 

Sunday, January 24,  9:30 AM 
†Gene & Rita Schmidt             Daughter Debbie Wysocki Family 
†Allen Thomas Friello               Victoria Hansen 
†Mary Ozzanto                          Granddaughter Mary Lou Loomis 
 

Sunday, January 24,  11:30 AM 
†Frances Kapp                                  Son David Jesmer 

Do you know someone missing the  
parish bulletin each week?  

 

For those not able to pick up a copy of the 
bulletin at Mass there are several ways to 
receive the St. Mary bulletin at home: 
 

1. Visit the bulletin page at the parish 
website to view or print any recent 
copy. 

2. To have a hard copy of the bulletin mailed to you, please 
leave a message with the parish office at 847-223-0010 
or email: parish@stmota.org. 

3. You can also subscribe to receive the bulletin digitally to your 
inbox through our bulletin publisher, JS Paluch. Go to the 
parish website to subscribe.  



Dear Parishioners, 
 

We have just completed the first week of Ordinary 
Time, the period in the Church’s liturgical year that 

begins with the close of the Christmas season and stretches until 
Ash Wednesday (February 17th this year). Ordinary Time will re-
sume again after Pentecost (May) and lasts until Advent begins 
(November). There is, of course, nothing ordinary about the time in 
which we live. I know, too, that the time after the Christmas holi-
days can seem like a letdown for many. There are also some who 
experience symptoms of depression brought about by the cold and 
dark of days of winter.  There a medical term for this, “SAD”, for 
Seasonal Affective Disorder. The good news is that the hours of 
daylight in January increase by approximately 2 minutes each day! 
 

While it is important to celebrate the high holy days of Christmas 
and Easter, it is also important to reflect on all that Jesus accom-
plished between the “bookends of his life.” In all things of life, be-
ginnings and endings are important and doing them well greatly 
impacts not only our ability to serve God faithfully, but also our 
legacy – what we hope to pass on to the next generation. There is 
a popular copyrighted poem written by Linda Ellis entitled “The 
Dash” which powerfully reminds us of the importance of the life 
that is lived between the date of our birth and the date of our 
death.  
 

During the weeks of Ordinary Time the Scriptures proclaimed re-
veal the mission of Jesus, the part of his life lived between the 
bookends. John the Baptist’s proclamation naming Jesus the 
“Lamb of God” is filled with deep theological significance. As the 
Lamb of God, Jesus’ life is set apart for a holy or Godly purpose. 
But as the Lamb, it will also end in sacrifice to save others.  
 

John the Baptist in a sense is passing the torch to Jesus, the one 
he was sent to prepare for. Jesus begins his earthly ministry by 
inviting the disciples of John to stay with him, in other words to get 
to know him. In order to come to know and love someone, we 
need to spend time with them. In order to have a personal relation-
ship with Jesus, we need to spend time listening to him in the 
Scriptures and in prayer. When we are properly disposed to re-
ceive Jesus in the Sacraments, we can experience a deep close-
ness to the Lord. 
 

The Scriptures this weekend invite us to reflect on our sense of 
vocation, our calling in life. We are all called to live a life full of love 
and service. But what the call looks like, in terms of the particular 
work entrusted to each of us, will differ greatly. When God prompts 
us to do something, God is usually sending us on a “mission of 
love.” Since this can apply to almost every situation we encounter, 
it is important for us to learn how to discern what God is asking us.  
In today’s reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, young Samuel 
hears the voice of God calling in the night and responds, “Speak, 
for your servant is listening.” Young Samuel needed the guidance 
of a wise, older man, Eli, to help him to discern or recognize how 
God was calling him. We all need “Eli”-type people in our lives, 
people of deep faith and wisdom to help us to discern what God 
has put in our hearts.  
 

I imagine that during this time of pandemic many of us have been 

from 

Jacob’s Well 
Statements from USCCB and Vatican 

Use of Anti-Covid Vaccines “Morally Acceptable” 
 

On December 14, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ (USCCB) Committee on Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann of Kansas City in Kansas, chairman of the USCCB’s 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities, issued a statement on the new 
COVID-19 vaccines. In their statement, the bishops address the 
moral concerns raised by the fact that the three vaccines that 
appear to be ready for distribution in the United States all have 
some connection to cell lines that originated with tissue taken from 
abortions. 
 

With regard to the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, they concluded: 
“In view of the gravity of the current pandemic and the lack of 
availability of alternative vaccines, the reasons to accept the new 
COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are sufficiently seri-
ous to justify their use, despite their remote connection to morally 
compromised cell lines. 
 

“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be understood 
as an act of charity toward the other members of our communi-
ty. In this way, being vaccinated safely against COVID-19 should 
be considered an act of love of our neighbor and part of our moral 
responsibility for the common good.” 
 

With regard to the AstraZeneca vaccine, the bishops found it to be 
“more morally compromised” and consequently concluded that 
this vaccine “should be avoided” if there are alternatives available. 
“It may turn out, however, that one does not really have a choice 
of vaccine, at least, not without a lengthy delay in immunization 
that may have serious consequences for one’s health and the 
health of others,” the bishop chairmen stated. “In such a case … it 
would be permissible to accept the AstraZeneca vaccine.” 
At the same time, the bishops also warned that Catholics “must be 
on guard so that the new COVID-19 vaccines do not desensitize 
us or weaken our determination to oppose the evil of abortion 
itself and the subsequent use of fetal cells in research.” 
 

The full statement from the bishop chairmen may be found at https://
www.usccb.org/moral-considerations-covid-vaccines 

called to help others or to listen patiently to someone who is 
searching for meaning or seeking understanding. I know that I 
have felt challenged to be more open to new ways of serving as a 
priest and pastor. At times I have even felt inadequate or une-
quipped to handle the challenges of this past year. I could never 
have imagined the ways the Lord would call me to serve this past 
year. Yet, I never felt abandoned. This new year will certainly bring 
about many new challenges and opportunities for each of us. 
 

As disciples of Jesus, may we seek to listen more intently for the 
ways Jesus calls us to know, love and serve him. Like Samuel, 
may we be open enough to respond, “Speak, Lord, for you servant 
is listening.”  
 

Let us pray for one another,    
Fr. Jerry  





F isch–ing Lines   

by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Today’s Gospel passage features John’s telling of 
the events that follow Jesus’ baptism. Alice Camille writes:  
 

As soon as John announces him, two disciples start following 
Jesus instead. Maybe a better word would be “trailing” rather 
than “following.” You have to make a real commitment to be a 

follower. 
 

Jesus hasn’t officially called these two yet, so he turns around and 
asks them a simple question: “What are you looking for?” This vital 
question is something every human being, religious or not, has to 
answer at some point or at many points along the way. What do 
we want? What are we after? What’s the goal? And what are we 
willing to do to arrive there? 
 

The disciples are curious, but wary. They don’t want to commit 
themselves to an answer until they know more about where Jesus 
is headed. They ask a more immediate question: “Where are you 
staying?” Even if they had asked, “Where are you going?”, Jesus 
might have answered them in the same way: “Come and you will 
see.” Words don’t make disciples, after all. Action does. We can’t 
“stay” with Jesus if we aren’t willing to “move” with him and to take 
the journey he’s taking. Jesus doesn’t stay anywhere for very long 
– not even in the tomb, as the story goes. 
 

So what about you and me? Are we trailing Jesus or following 
him? Are we staying with him or watching from the sidelines? As 
Alice says, we can’t be with Jesus if we aren’t willing to move with 
him and to join his journey.   
 

While we always need to examine our hearts, minds and actions to 
make sure that we are following the Lord’s path, the current state 
of our national affairs demands that we do so with great clarity and 
urgency. Sadly, many of those who violently attacked the U.S. 
Capitol, our legislators and the police identify themselves as Chris-
tian. A number of the rioters carried banners with religious words 
and symbols. Are we corrupting our beliefs to aid our own misguid-
ed and self-serving purposes? What does our personal and collec-
tive witness to the faith say about you and me? It is a question we 
need to ask and answer, particularly when societal violence breaks 
out, whether this past summer’s riots or last week’s assault on the 
Capitol. 
 

It is a question I have asked myself and am still pondering. But a 
few things are clear to me. Our rhetoric must not cause or aid 
intolerance and violence. Quite the contrary, as disciples of Jesus 
Christ we must be those fomenting peace, justice, understanding 
and reconciliation. We must embrace all 10 Commandments, not 
just one or two. We must embrace all 8 Beatitudes, not just one or 
two. What does the evidence of our personal social media posts 
show? 
 

Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. We seem to be struggling 
with truth a lot these days. Fabrications, lies and distortions are 
tolerated and promoted quite widely in our society. Yet, lying is a 
violation of the 8th Commandment. It is contrary to the very nature 
of Christ. If we want to “stay” with Jesus, we need to seek truth 
and knock down falsehood, even when it is inconvenient and even 
when it undermines our own opinions. We need to be people of 

truth and integrity who honor their word and the values of the Gos-
pel. As Christians, we value love and sacrifice, not power and 
wealth. We need to filter our politics through the Gospel and not 
the Gospel through our political preferences. 
 

Lastly, we need accountability – for ourselves, our fellow citizens 
and our leaders (both Red and Blue). Our words and actions mat-
ter. As Matthew Chapter 25 shows, our omissions (our failures to 
show love and turning blind eyes to sin and suffering) matter too. 
When we fail, we need to own up to it, accept the consequences, 
and make amends. As exemplified by the Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation, forgiveness only comes with the sincere admission of wrong-
doing, making the effort to cease and desist, and the accountability 
of penance.  
 

May you and I follow the Lord and stay with him. May we be the 
ones who undo polarization, lies and hate by building unity through 
civility and respect for one another. May we be living banners of 
the Gospel who live with love, truth and integrity. It is the only way 
to find what we are looking for. If you wish to contact me, please 
send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 

 

Study and Reflect on the 
Sunday Readings! 

 

As followers of Jesus, we want 
to understand Scripture in a 
way that applies to our life to-
day. The Christian practice of 
lectio divina is a way of ap-
proaching the Bible that helps 
Scripture to come alive. The 
Lectio Divina Bible Study 
Groups use a variety of re-

sources to explore and discuss the readings for the upcoming Sun-
day. Through reading, reflecting and praying, readers trust that God 
will speak through Scripture when open to its message.  
 

Find new ways to apply the Word of God to daily life and become 
more effective witnesses to Christ. A richly rewarding way to study 
the Word of God.  

 

Lectio Divina Group Winter 2021  
Monday evenings from 7:30- 9:10 p.m.  

Tuesday afternoon 2:00 – 2:40 p.m.  
(Due to the current health crisis, sessions are currently being conducted via Zoom)  

 

To join a group or for more information call the parish office  
847-223-0010 or email: 

  

peter.coughlin@comcast.net – evening session  
jw_robinson@sbcglobal.net – morning session 

January 18-25, 2021 



Daily Prayer Break Right to Your Inbox 

Looking for a way to work prayer in this new year? 3-Minute Re-
treats invite you to take a short prayer break at any time during the 
day. Spend some quiet time reflecting on a Scripture passage. 
Knowing that not everyone prays at the same pace, you have 
control over the pace of the retreat. After each screen, a Continue 
button will appear. Click it when you are ready to move on. If you 
are new to online prayer, the basic timing of the screens will guide 
you through the experience.  

Visit Loyola Press for more www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-
retreats-daily-online-prayer/about-3minute-retreats/ 

 
We have just completed the fourth year of our five-year To Teach 
Who Christ Is capital campaign. The most recent results are shown 
below. St. Mary continues to be blessed by the wonderful generosi-
ty of many parishioners who have sacrificed to support this cam-
paign. 
  
The first four years of the campaign have brought us abundant 
blessings and allowed us to reach some big goals that have been 
long-term aspirations for St. Mary. TTWCI enabled us to retire our 
construction debt (in combination with a 3-to-1 match by the Archdi-
ocese), repave our parking lots, and replace the lighting in the lots. 
As we enter the final year of the campaign, we are setting our 
sights on the next goal originally envisioned in the campaign – com-
pleting upgrades to the Little Church. This project includes improv-
ing the basement to facilitate its use by PADS (and other ministries) 
and replacing the old and worn carpeting in the worship space. 
TTWCI funds will also be used to replace the lighting in the big 
church with LEDs, followed by other capital needs. So TTWCI is 
nowhere near done yet!  
  
With the hardships caused by the COVID pandemic, TTWCI pledge 
payments have slowed in the past few months. Nearly $150,000 in 
pledge payments are now past-due. If you have fallen behind and 
your financial circumstances permit, please take steps to catch up 
so that we can complete the important projects funded by this cam-
paign.  
  

Thank you again to all of our TTWCI donors for your support! You 
made all of these great things possible! We are very grateful for 
your gifts.  
 

Results through December 31, 2020 
 

Pledges     Amount  
Goal   $2,350,000  
Pledges   $2,845,492 121% of goal 
Pledges Made              567 
 
Payments This Month       $24,092 
Total Payments Received       $2,404,380 84% of pledges 
Balance Remaining      $441,1112 
 

Campaign Allocations      Target  To Date         Target % 
Archdiocesan Education            $642,000   $642,000 100% 
St. Mary Construction Debt1 $1,200,000   $1,200,000 100% 
St. Mary Capital Projects2    $508,000      $562,380 111% 
   TOTAL $2,350,000   $2,404,380 
 
1. The Archdiocese matched our debt payment on a 3-to-1 basis, elimi-

nating $4.8m in loan principal due from the construction of our new 
church. In addition, the AOC forgave $1.6m in unpaid back interest. 

2. St. Mary Capital Projects to be funded by the campaign include: repav-
ing our parking lots, replacing the lighting in the main parking lot, and 
upgrading the Little Church basement for use by PADS and parish 
groups. 

Annual Catholic Appeal Update 
 
We are nearing the end of the 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal and 
the news continues to be excellent. Amazingly, despite the pan-
demic, we are ahead of last year’s ACA! We are very grateful for 
the sacrifices of our generous parishioners.  Here is the current 
status of the Appeal: 
  

Donors:                  416 
Pledged:        $217,888 
Gifts Rec'd:   $208,548 
Fulfill%:                 96% 

  

The Appeal is an important source of funding for both the Archdio-
cese and our parish. It is especially so this year given the impact 
of the pandemic to other sources of revenue. Please remember 
that funds received beyond our parish goal of $88,964 are re-
turned to St. Mary. So far, we are on track for a rebate of approxi-
mately $110,000! We will share the final results as soon as they 
are available. The 2021 ACA will begin shortly with a kick-off on 
the weekend of January 30-31.  
 
We thank everyone for your generous Annual Appeal pledges and 



   

Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak                        

Are We Listening? 

      
I’m sure some of you may have played the game “Marco Polo” 
when you were children, or more recently have seen the Geico 
Insurance TV commercial. For those of you who don’t know what it 
is, “Marco Polo” is essentially “tag” played in a swimming pool. The 
main difference is that the person who is “it” must try to tag other 
players while keeping their eyes closed. He or she does this by 
calling out the word “Marco,” which then must be answered by the 
other players calling out, “Polo.” If the pool is small it isn’t that diffi-
cult, but if the pool is large, it can be nearly impossible for the per-
son who is “it” to tag the other players. It’s fun to watch, seeing 
someone bouncing from one voice to the next, trying to listen to 
where the voice is coming from. It will come as no surprise that 
good “listening” is a key to success in this game. 
      
Similarly, it should not be a surprise that “listening” is an essential 
component of a healthy spiritual life. We, of faith, believe in a loving 
God who is always trying to communicate with us. But God’s voice 
is not the only voice in our lives. Many voices are trying to get our 
attention. Some good, some not so good. Some helpful, some de-
structive. Some leading us in a healthy direction, some luring us off 
the path. Part of our being faithful disciples is sorting through these 
various voices---sifting through the barrage of messages we get 
every day, so we can focus on the only voice that ultimately matters. 
      
In today’s Gospel it’s safe to say that Andrew must have been a 
good “listener,” and had a heart that was open to God’s voice when 
he heard John the Baptist call Jesus, “The Lamb of God.” He not 
only listened to John and followed Jesus, but most importantly he 
had enough wisdom to listen to Jesus, this man he didn’t even know
---listen to him openly, honestly, humbly. And the result? Well, I 
guess we could say the world was never the same. 
      
Andrew, John and Cephas (Peter) and all those apostles and disci-
ples who came after them for 2,000 plus years (that’s you and me), 
must tune-out plenty of negative voices. Those voices that encour-
aged them/us to: 
 

• Look out for yourself above others. 
• Get revenge on those who have harmed you. 
• Mistrust people who are a different color, speak a 

different language, or don’t act as we do. 
 
Friends in Christ, we know life is hard. Life is messy. Life is noisy. 
But then, there is Jesus. And that makes all the difference. But we 
must want to hear God’s voice and experience what God wants to 
say to us. And once we hear God’s voice speaking to us deep in our 
hearts, let’s have the courage of Andrew and others like him, being 
willing to go wherever God’s voice leads us. Yes, wherever HE 
leads us. And who knows?  
 

We might just change the world. 



 

St. Mary PADS Changes but Carries On 
Submitted by the Communications Ministry 
 

Lake County PADS (Providing Advocacy, Dignity and Shelter), the 
only nonrestrictive overnight emergency shelter system in Lake 
County, is a quiet yet powerful network of focused and passionate 
missionaries who revolve around the Ghandian mantra: “A small 
body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their 
mission can alter the course of history.” The organization, which 
began as a crisis hot-line in 1972, is comprised of over 3,000 volun-
teers from religious groups, churches, and businesses. Its mission 
now encompasses more than an overnight emergency shelter, as-
piring to help guests identify the barriers they are facing to get out of 
homelessness, then assist them in developing action steps to be-
come independent. 
 

Fueled by over a hundred dedicated volunteers and strong leader-
ship, St. Mary’s PADS ministry has been welcoming at least 35 
guests, including children, one night a week for nearly 25 years. 
When Fr. Ron Lewinski became pastor of St Mary, he supported 
Sue and Deacon Bob Poletto’s efforts to establish the parish as one 
of the shelter sites. Since then, a rotating squad of volunteers has 
prepped, cooked, greeted, provided bedding, laundered, and 
cleaned up after guests every Wednesday night from October 

through April. 
 

As with many outreach 
agencies in 2020, Lake 
County PADS has 
been challenged by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
Serving over 200 
guests at 15 rotating 
shelter sites in Lake 
County simply could 

not continue due to state restrictions of social distancing and other 
safety guidelines. Despite the restrictions, Lake County PADS was 
determined to carry on with its mission and within two weeks the 
agency was able to secure safe housing for all their guests through 
generous offers from several hotels in Waukegan and Mundelein. 
 

St. Mary’s PADS ministry also determined to continue its mission, 

even as the spacing restrictions closed its shelter site. “We tried to 
fit into the spacing parameters, but it just wasn’t going to work, said 
Sue Poletto. “So we got sidelined for March and April. It was painful. 
We felt kind of helpless.” 
 

With the arrival of fall, the St Mary PADS brigade was eager to do 
something. Sue recalled how the ministry decided to meet the chal-
lenge. “We assembled the leadership team, Bob and myself, Pete 
and Bev Coughlin, Dick and Terry Slater, and Bob Machek, and we 
all came to a resolution . . . we can’t house our guests but we can 
sure feed them!” 
 

The team immediately received authorization from Lake County 
PADS to begin delivering meals to guest families at Mundelein ho-
tels and the word went out to the ministry volunteers at St. Mary that 
there was a need to create and package individually wrapped meals 
and desserts every Wednesday night. “The outpouring of support 
was immediate,” said Deacon Bob Poletto. “We’re so appreciative of 
all the families and folks who have donated dinners. Meals for God’s 
people--we’re so thankful!”  
 

One of the groups to offer help was St. Mary’s Moms. “We hadn’t 
been gathering due to the pandemic,” said ministry leader Karin 
Karecki . “I wasn’t sure 
how much we could 
help. I called several 
of our ministry mem-
bers and the next 
thing I knew we had a 
team of 20 volunteers! 
After our first meal 
delivery experience I 
had to call Sue and 
share with her what 
our guest contact said when we brought the meals, ‘Oh, you’re from 
St Mary, we’re gonna have good food tonight!’” 
 

“Of course we‘ve gotten to know the hotel management, too,” con-
tinued Sue Poletto. “They have shared with us that they’re pleased 
to call their guests and announce, ‘St. Mary is here with dinner!’” 
And, Sue added, “We’ve also found it beneficial to include sanitary 
items, like antiseptic wipes for our guests as part of the package.” 
 

With a bit of light at the end of the tunnel, the St. Mary PADS team 
eagerly anticipates a return to the feeding and housing of guests at 
the newly rehabbed basement of the little church. Fr. Jerry has af-
firmed the group’s efforts and offered any support necessary to 
carry on the vital mission. “Once we can relax the social distancing 
requirements, we will go back,” said site manager Pete Coughlin.  
“We have a lot of volunteers who have missed helping!” 
 

Sue offered one last thought, “At the end of the day, it’s all about 
results. Every time I go to the store and I see one of our former 
guests working there who has rebuilt her life, I think, ‘Yes. Success!  
We thank God!’” 
 

Visit the PADS page at the parish website for ways to support this 
important outreach ministry. Anyone interested in volunteering is 

invited to contact poletto@comcast.net for further details.  



“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me” - Matthew 25:40 

 

In the United States, tens of millions of people live in a web of 
poverty. As missionary disciples, we are called to respond to 
God’s love through both Charitable Works and Social Jus-
tice. During Poverty Awareness Month, join the U.S. Bishops, 
the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, and the Catholic 
community in the United States in taking up Pope Francis' chal-
lenge to live in solidarity with the poor! Learn more about the 
reality of poverty and find out how PovertyUSA.org can help you 
to join the work to address its root causes. Find many helpful 
resources to learn about the issues, pray and act. Visit pov-

  
9 Days for Life Novena 

 
Thursday, 1/21/21 – Friday, 1/29/21. 

 

Join thousands of Catholics nationwide 
in the annual Respect Life novena, 9 

Days for Life. Get daily intentions, brief 
reflections, and more.  

 
Sign up at 9dayforlife.com. 

 
 
 

Respect Life Holy Hour at St. Mary 
 

January 24, 2021 
5:00 - 6:00 p.m.  

Main Church 
Prayer service followed by time for personal prayer. 

Register at the parish website to attend.  
Masks are required at the service. 

Martin Luther King Day 
January 18, 2021 

JOY 
 

 The fullness of joy is to behold 
God in everything.   —St. Julian  



LIFE IS CHANGED, NOT ENDED… 
Thank you for joining me on this journey.  You may be experiencing the loss of a loved one.  You may 
be experiencing compounded losses and changes in your life due to the pandemic. You may know of 
someone who is struggling.  This is the third in a series of bulletin articles and serves as a starting point 
for all of us.  The last couple of weeks, we talked about :  #1. Write yourself a comforting and en-
couraging letter, #2. Buy a big calendar and use it, #3. Move your body, move your mind, and #4. 
Realize that you do not need to “understand” your grief, or fit your loss into your religious or 
philosophical worldview right now. 
 How are things going for you so far?  If you did not have a chance to do the above, do it now.  
It’s not too late.  If you are following along this series to know more about how you can support and en-
courage someone you know who is trying to cope with life changes, please reach out and share this 
information with them.  We continue this week with this recommendation from the work of Brad Stetson: 
#5. Decide that in the New Year, you will, in some new way, begin to focus a bit more on others, 
as a part of your loved one’s legacy.  This is a valuable change you can make in your life. We all 
need to get out of our skin for a while, we need to get out of ourselves and just focus on other people, 
and their problems. Sometimes this helps us gain a fresh perspective on our own life. So plan on doing 
that this new year, and as you do it, you will no doubt talk with new people, and when the opportunity 
presents itself, tell them about your loved one who has died. You don’t have to tell your loved one’s life 
story or anything like that, just mention them in passing, or say “My wife used to like to do this (activity).” 
You may feel a bit more comfortable talking about your loved one with people who didn’t know him or 
her, and it is very valuable to begin to talk out loud—in the past tense---about your loved one. It may be 
shocking for you to hear yourself speak out loud in the past tense about someone so close to you, but it 
will help you integrate their death into your life. The challenges of Covid may make it difficult for you to 
“go out” and to be around other people.  But be creative:  make a phone call to one person each day, if 
you don’t already do so-learn to use Zoom or Facetime with family and friends, write a note to a local 
civic group and ask how you can help support their work from home. 
 As you discover all that God has in store for you during this time of loss, remember that you 
don’t have to feel alone in your journey.  Life is indeed changed, how has your experience of the pan-
demic affected you?  Let’s talk about it and learn from one another.  Please let me know if you are inter-
ested in being connected to others who may be feeling similarly to you during this time of Covid.  Addi-
tionally, if you would like to talk via phone or zoom, please contact me at dmulroe@stmota.org  
 

Stetson has published on a wide range of religious and social topics, including Tender Fingerprints: A True Story of Loss and Resolu-
tion (Zondervan, 1999, 2000) and Living Victims, Stolen Lives: Parents of Murdered Children Speak to America (Baywood, 2003).His books 
have been critically reviewed in academic and popular venues ranging from Omega: The Journal of Death and Dying, to the Journal of Church 
and State, First Things, National Review, Publishers Weekly and the Wall Street Journal.  

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK:  As members of St. Mary’s parish faith community, it is our responsibility to remember both in concrete and spiritual ways those 
who cannot celebrate Mass with us each week because they are ill.  Those who are sick, in turn, remember all of us daily in their prayers and in their 
sufferings.  We experience many blessings because of their remembering us.  And so, please remember in your prayers the people listed below: 

May the God of compassion hold us in the palm of His hand when we feel weary and alone in our suffering.  May ours be the look of compassion and 
the touch of comfort to those who reach out to us in their time of need.  And may the blessing of compassion be with us all.  P. Normile    
 

If your name or a loved one’s name is not listed but you would like it to be, please contact me via email or phone.  Alternatively, if your name is listed but no longer needs to be on the 
list, please let me know.  Due to privacy, only names that have been given to us from an immediate family member with the permission of the person requesting prayers will be 
printed.  It is always a privilege to support you in any way possible.                                           ~Diane Mulroe, Director of Human Concerns     dmulroe@stmota.org  

Bob Noonan 
Ryan Nitch 
Amy Herchenbach 
Sheila Tracy 
Jim Del Favero 
John Chojanacki 
Tom Hehr 
Gene Olsen 
Dick Robb 
Ryan Johnson 

Dan McNamee 
Judi Hertel 
Brandi Gigiano 
Don Gragnani 
Sandy Washburn 
June Garrison 
Jan Swanson 
Colin McRae 
Gene Gaetano 
Bill Monahan 

Joe Muccianti 
Ellen Boyd 
Stephanie Warner 
Emily Molsen 
Barry Heinrichs 
Pam Moizo 
Wya Baldwin 
Kathie Lackie 
Robert Pettinger 
Dan Sladek 

Darlene Michalski 
Maria Archuleta 
Diana Lonergan  
Catherine Byrne 
Marge Fosselman 
Valentina Hierzer 
Tom Hanley 
Teresa Glavin 
Bud Maney 
Robert Collins 

Ed Machak 
Pat Machak 
Kimberly Zulpo 
Lisa Sinkovec 
 

Counseling 
Support Line 

 
If the pandemic 
has you feeling 
anxious or de-
pressed and you'd 
like to talk with a 
counselor, please 
call the Catholic 
Charities Coun-
seling Support 
Line at (312) 948-
6951 anytime M-F 
from 8:30 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m. Spanish 
speaking counse-
lors are availa-
ble.  If you leave a 
message after 
hours, a counselor 
will call you back.  

Please contact Diane 
Mulroe in the parish 

office if you would like 
a Minister of Care to 
make a home visit to 
you for communion. 



Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:45 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Archdiocese of Chicago 
requires that a wedding be scheduled at least six months in advance so that the couple may receive necessary preparation. A 
parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

 

Saturday 
5:00PM 

 

Sunday  
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekdays at 8:00AM 
Monday—Friday 

 
PARISH NUMBER  

847-223-0010  
 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

Parish Staff 
 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 

Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner  
Principal           Tkleckner@frassaticatholicacademy.org 
 

Ms. Jo Bond-Ostler                   Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Robert Kilkenny   Ext. 304 
Facilities Manager      rkilkenny@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance   

 
 
 
 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 

Rev. Don Cambe Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor FrDon@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Mark James Meier Ext. 234 
Director of Music and Liturgy MMeier@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Director of Faith Formation    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council 
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 

Dan Prezell 
Sheila Dalton 

Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy 
Jon Matousek 
Linda Green 

 

 

Finance Council 

Tom Zengeler 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 

Carl Calabrese 
 
 
 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      
Frassati Catholic Academy: 847-526-6311 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30AM–9:00AM for Mass Intentions only. 

Per Archdiocese of Chicago pandemic policy, Parish Office and meeting facilities are closed until further notice. 
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Brian & Mark McMurrough

Three Generations
Since 1947

• Traditional Funerals 
• Cremations  
• Pre-Arrangements

101 Park Place, Libertyville 
847-362-2626 www.libertyvillefuneralhome.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for  
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Darden card with 
FREE in-home estimate

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive 
a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per 
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid 
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are 
not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, 
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if 
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail 
or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any 
other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and is 
subject to change without notice prior to reservation.  Expires 03/31/21. 

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

Please Ask For Details

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
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Kristan Funeral Home and Cremation Services
Family Owned & Operated     Serving the Community Since 1954

PARISH MEMBER

(847) 566-8020

Email: kristanfh@aol.com

Traditional Funerals,

Alternative, Cremation, and

Pre-Arrangements Services

219 W. Maple Avenue ~ Mundelein ~ (2 Blocks West of Rt 45 On Rte 176)

General Dentistry

Ivanhoe Shoppes

852 North Route 83

Mundelein, IL 60060

(847) 566-2811 
www.amdds.com

Parishioner since 1992

                                                        & Crematorium, Ltd.
                            Family Owned & Operated!!

                           410 E. Belvidere Road, Grayslake          www.strangfuneral.org             847-223-8122
                                    “Celebrating life since 1898”                                                     David G. Strang, Richard A. Gaddis, Directors

Gentle Dental Care
Dr. Anthony Collins

St. Mary Graduate
Parishioner

847-566-5350
287 N. Lake St.     Mundelein

Peter Baker & Son Co.
1349 Rockland Road • Lake Bluff

847.362.3663 • www.peterbaker.com

ALLISON PLUMBING, INC.
New Construction

Commercial • Residential
Service • Remodel

JOSEPH HERTEL
Lic. #058-109-646487-4480

LET ALLIED HELP YOU SAVE!
Expert Service, Engineering, and Installation

Free Estimates • Free 2nd Opinions 

Refer a Friend and Get $50.00 to Spend

500 E. Northwest Hwy, Palatine, IL 60074 • 847-359-4500 • www.alliedairheat.com

Air Conditioning & Heating Corp.
Contractors • Engineers Since 1969

$25 OFF

$100 OFF

on any service repair

a furnace or cooling
system replacement

Feel Better, Live Well
For your Rehab and Wellness needs

847-949-4262
www.livingwellpt.com
Brenda Zagula, MPT, FNTP

Liz Knuth, Piano Teacher
Parishioner

email: lizbknuth@gmail.com 847-687-1569
Mundelein

“Teaching students of all ages.”

Michael S. Roessler, D.D.S.
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

(847) 566-9330
444 N. Prospect Ave., Mundelein

MENTION AD FOR
20% DISCOUNT IN DENTAL SERVICES
www.MichaelRoesslerdds.com

 Serving Members of the Parish Since 1912 
Family Owned & Operated

Pre-Arranged Funerals - Cremation and Traditional Services

Phil & Cynthia Dane — Preston Dane –– Paul & Connie Chominski

120 W. Park Ave., Libertyville 847-362-3009
www.burnettdane.com Email: burnettdane@comcast.net

 THE VILLAGE AT
 VICTORY LAKES

A Franciscan Community
Prairie Homes

Independent Apartments
Assisted Living

Skilled Nursing & Rehab

847-356-4666
Lindenhurst, IL

www.victorylakes.org/np

LIBERTYVILLE
• Packing • Shipping

• Printing • Mailboxes
872 S. Milwaukee Ave.

847-918-0181
store1319@theupsstore.com

www.theupsstorelocal.com/1319

CENTURY 21®Elm, Realtors
Carol August
Multi-Million Dollar Producer Locally
847-226-6181
carol.august@gmail.com

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in
the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?WHY ADVERTISE

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST

 2
11

79
90

-7
0)

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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