
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
  

On the First Sunday of Lent we will read from the Gospel of Mark 1:12-15: “The Spirit drove Jesus out into 
the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan.” Jesus being tested in the desert seems especially poignant to 
me this year. It was a year ago during Lent that we were forced to go on lock-down. I even joked last year 
that, while I intended to make Lenten sacrifices, I did not intend to give up so much! Did any of us ever 
imagine that we would be forced to shut the doors of our church and be deprived of the Sacraments? I am 
mindful that there has been great suffering in our world, especially those who have faced illness and those 
who have grieved the death of a loved one, often alone and without the ability to even celebrate a proper 
funeral.  
  

With the pandemic and upheaval in the world, it feels like we have been stuck in the Lenten desert for 
nearly a year. As a nation and a people of faith we have been facing test after test after test. I don’t think 
that any of us like being tested, but being tested does reveal something about our identity and resilience. 
When we take a test or exam in the world of academia, our score or grade measures what we have 
learned. When Jesus was tested or tempted by the Satan in the desert, his identity as God was revealed. 
Jesus knew who he was and who he was not. During this time of testing brought on by the pandemic, I 
hope we have learned lessons that help us to refocus on the things that have lasting value. I still hope to 
compile a list of things that we have learned about ourselves and ways that our faith in Jesus has become 
stronger. The Holy Spirit inspired some incredible generosity and creativity that enables us to keep our faith 
alive. I never dreamed how important technology would be for us to preach the Gospel.  
  

While we observe the 40 days of Lent quite literally in the scriptures, forty is a symbolic number that 
represents an extended period of trial or probation before a great event. It could really be any number of 
actual days and nights. Just as the Spirit eventually drove Jesus out from the desert into active public 
ministry, we believe and hope that life after COVID will eventually emerge, especially as vaccines become 
more available. As we wait for that day, Lent gives us the opportunity to use this time to prepare ourselves 
not only for Easter, but also for the re-engagement of true disciples: you and I being motivated and 
committed to Christ’s mission of love and in deed. The world needs love more than ever. While I do not 
know the timing or what it might require of us, I know that we will never be the same. I pray that what we 
have learned during the 40 days of COVID will bring about a new springtime in our Church and in our 
world.  
 

In the words of the opening prayer for the first Sunday of Lent: “Father, through our observance of lent, help 
us to understand the meaning of your Son’s death and resurrection, and teach us to reflect it in our lives.”  
  

Let us pray for one another, 
  
Fr. Jerry  
  


