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While we would all like to believe that we have come a long way in the fight against racism in this country, it still 
very much exists in our institutions and communities, causing great hardship and division within our nation. In the 
pastoral letter, Open Wide Our Hearts, the United States bishops invite all people of faith to open their minds and 
hearts to Christ’s love for all people. This study series is designed to complement the pastoral letter and will aid those 
who seek to open their hearts through prayerful engagement. During this six week series, participants will listen, 
reflect, and try to better understand the experiences of those who continue to be harmed by the evil of racism. Learn 
more through this engaging study and find out how God is truly calling each of us to respond in love, and how we 
can work toward real and lasting change in our community and in our world. 

Please register to attend the series on Zoom 

There is no cost to attend but registration is required to receive the link to join the sessions virtually on Zoom. 
Zoom is a safe and easy way to attend online. You will receive a meeting link and can join the weekly sessions on 
any computer or mobile device.  

• There is no cost to attend this virtual presentation but registration is required. 
• Register for the meeting using this link:  Register for Open Wide Our Hearts 
• Link to register can also be found at the parish website www.stmaryfc.org 
• Once registered you will receive a confirmation email with the link to attend the meeting. 
• To join the meetings, click the link provided by the host and follow the prompts. You can 

attend using any desktop or mobile device.  
• If you do not already have the Zoom application, you will be prompted to download and 

install Zoom when you register. 

If you have any questions about attending or on how to register,  please email stmaryadultformation@gmail.com

About Open Wide Our Hearts … 
In November 2018, the Catholic bishops of the United States released a Pastoral Letter 
Against Racism titled, Open Wide Our Hearts. The letter is a powerful invitation for all the 
people of God to “face courageously the vice of racism, reach out generously to the victims 
of this evil, to assist the conversion needed in those who still harbor racism, and to begin to 
change policies and structures that allow racism to persist.” As followers of Christ, we seek 
to reclaim the God-given sanctity of each person’s inviolable human dignity. The bishops 
remind us, “The command of love requires us to make room for others in our hearts. It 
means that we are indeed our brother’s keeper (see Gn 4:9).” Find more from the USCCB at 
www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism.

Six Wednesday Sessions: 

March 24 -  April 28, 2021 
Virtually on Zoom from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Study sessions to learn, pray, and reflect how our Catholic faith calls us to respond

For more resources on Open Wide Our Hearts visit the parish website www.stmaryfc.org/open-wide-our-hearts 
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