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On Being a Strong Branch 

     Have you ever heard of the expression, “He/she talks a good game?” It usually applies not only to 

the playing field, but also to life in general. It usually means that someone tells you that they are 

incredibly good at something, but that may not be the case. Don’t we sometimes fall into that trap? 

Don’t we sometimes simply “talk” a good game? 

     It’s troubling to consider that question honestly isn’t it? We pray for people to not go hungry, but 

do we do anything to actually feed someone? We say we believe in the necessity of letting go of 

grudges and being forgiving people, but we know that occasionally we’re not quite as kind to people 

who have hurt or offended us. We say that all people are precious to God, yet we often pre-judge 

people and come to conclusions about them before we even get to know them. We go on-and-on about 

how everything we do must be done out of love, yet we know that our motives (towards many things) 

are mixed. Yes, we talk a good game, but……. 

     The Gospel passage we herd today is familiar to all of us. Jesus is the vine, and we are the 

branches. There is an intimate connection between us, a bond that sustains us, a closeness that is life-

giving. These images are summed up by Jesus in his beautiful words, “Remain in me, as I remain in 

you.” And that really gets to the heart of the matter. Our faith teaches us some incredible things. That 

God the Son became one of us. That God the Son died for us. That God the Son rose from the dead 

and is alive. But there is one more thing that is just as incredible. Our God doesn’t just live “out there 

in space” somewhere. He lives in you and he lives in me. 

     That makes all the difference in the world. Or at least it should. Let’s make sure that our faith isn’t 

just words, or aren’t just beliefs that rattle around in our heads. Rather, let’s make sure that our faith is 

a living faith---one that shapes the choices we make, one that allows the God in each of us be poured 

into the world, through every loving thing we do. If we can do that, if we are able to attempt, as best 

we can, to go about our daily activities with Jesus as our model and guide, no one, I mean no one will 

be able to say that we just talk a good game.  

He is the vine; we are the branches. Without Him there is nothing we can do. 


