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I do not know much about growing grapevines. The closest I come is enjoying a glass (or two) of cabernet 
sauvignon produced from those vines. However, when I visited the Napa and Sonoma Valleys a number of 
years ago I learned that tending grapevines takes considerable, painstaking effort. Vines must be aggressively 
pruned so that the plant’s energy goes into the branches that will bear fruit. Not only are the branches that don’t 
bear fruit removed, but the branches that do bear fruit are also pruned so that they will produce even more. 

Pruning is repeated over and over in the life of the vine. 
  

So, too, must our lives be pruned over and over. When we encounter life’s painful experiences, we must learn to see 
them as pruning events, for they can serve to focus us on the things that are truly important. Perhaps we need to 
administer a little self-pruning to our lives using the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the shears. Whatever attitude or 
activity we have that saps energy from the essential parts of our lives needs to be trimmed away. Sometimes we 
simply need to be reminded that we aren’t as perfect as we think we are. Alice Camille writes about today’s Gospel 
passage:  
  

The point of the teaching is that fruit-bearing branches stay put and bare ones get the ax. What modern images can 
you use to talk about the expectation of results that are more accessible? How about these: Would you continue to 
buy a piece of merchandise that fails to perform each time you purchase it? How many times would you invite a 
friend over who repeatedly pulls a no-show? Would you invest in stocks that never grow in value? Do you keep on 
eating at a restaurant where the food is never very good? How often does someone betray your trust before you vote 
them off your island? 
  

The fact is, everyone has basic minimum expectations of how people will respond to them, and how things will 
perform, and how experiences will turn out. When these are not met, no one considers you cruel or disloyal if you 
lower the ax on certain relationships or products. 
  

In the same way, those who share in the life of Christ ought to demonstrate that connection in due season. When it’s 
time to forgive, your forgiveness should be eager. When a stranger’s in need, you should burgeon with generosity. 
When justice is called for, you should stand up and speak clearly. When others despair, your hope should be a 
beacon. If, however, you exude the spirits of rage, vengeance, violence, jealousy, selfishness, or prejudice, and no 
fruit of Christian virtue can be found in you, can you be surprised when you’re not counted among the remaining 
branches? The person who does not live as Jesus lives and act as Jesus acts is not a Christian, no matter how much 
paperwork can be produced to the contrary. It’s not about the rituals, but the results [emphasis mine].” 
  

Our religious rituals are meant to prune and cultivate so that fruit is produced; they are not an end unto themselves. 
So what fruit, what results, are you and I producing? Do we produce a few isolated grapes or an entire crop? Do we 
produce Boone’s Farm or a choice vintage? What does the evidence of our lives say?  
  

You and I are called to be hearty, fruit-bearing branches on the Lord’s vine. Branches separated from the vine don’t 
have a chance. Disconnected from Christ, our lives are doomed to wither and die. Connected to Jesus, we will have 
his eternal life flowing within us. And his works of love, mercy, justice and forgiveness will flow through us. We should 
be prepared to do (or accept) a little pruning now and then to remove whatever doesn’t produce fruit and saps away 
energy. May you and I be intimately entwined with the divine and give glory to God by bearing abundant fruit. After 
all, it’s not about the rituals, but the results. If you wish to contact me, please send an email to 
deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 
  

 


