
 
 

Dear Parishioners,  
  

During this Easter season the Gospels put before us different images of Jesus to help us explore our relationship 
with the Lord. Last week we pondered the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd, recalling Jesus’ promise to protect 
us from harm, to rescue us when we are lost, and to guide us safely home.  
  

This week we have the image of Jesus as the vine and he calls us the branches. Being a Christian or disciple of 
Jesus means that we are connected to him and to a community of believers. It certainly has been a challenge for us 
to stay connected in community during the pandemic. When our church building was closed to curtail the spread of 
the virus, the only way that we could participate in the sacraments was virtually. During that time it was difficult to feel 
the connection of community. For some, it was a time of great loneliness. It is a great joy to be able to gather for 
worship again, although not all are able to return yet.  
  

In a sense, we experienced a drastic pruning of our parish life. Just as after a grape vine has been drastically pruned 
and that vine may not bear abundant fruit in the coming year, so too will it take time for our parish community to fully 
come alive again. Just as a vine, firmly rooted and cared for, will one day experience a bountiful harvest, so too I 
hope will our parish community…if we stay connected to Christ. Jesus promised that if he remains in us and we 
remain in him, we will bear much fruit. We trust in this promise during today’s and tomorrow’s challenges. 
  

I ask for your prayers for our First Communicants and their families as they are welcomed to the Lord’s table for the 
first time. The importance of this moment is amplified in the aftermath of the upheaval of this past year. Being in 
communion reminds us that we are all interconnected through Christ and that in community we can accomplish 
greater things than we could have done alone. We pray that these children will be inspired by our example and 
commitment and that they may carry to completion their sharing in the life of the Church.    
  

A word of THANKS to all who have helped to prepare our children for their First Communion. Thanks to our 
catechists and parents who patiently accompanied them through virtual classes and livestream Masses, persevering 
though all the challenges of this past year. And in a very special way I would like to offer my thanks and appreciation 
to Mrs. Sue Matousek for her 25 years of service to St. Mary as the Director of Religious Education. Sue has touched 
so many lives by her dedication and devotion and her own witness to faith! Please join me in offering gratitude for 
Sue’s ministry as she prepares to retire at the end of June.  
  

Finally, five months have passed since I began serving as the temporary administrator at St. Francis de Sales Parish 
in Lake Zurich. This has been a difficult time for staff and parishioners of St. Francis as they wait for a conclusion of 
the investigation surrounding the allegations made against Fr. David Ryan. I have done my best to support them 
during this time and pray that there will be a just resolution. I appreciate your support and patience for me as I try to 
serve two parishes. It is unclear to me how long this investigation will continue or how long I will serve as temporary 
administrator. I am grateful for the priests who have stepped up to offer the sacraments at St. Francis. I am also 
grateful for the support of Fr. Don as he has served when I have to be in Lake Zurich. In a few weeks we will 
welcome back Fr. Ken Kiepura, who will be offering weekend assistance beginning on May 16th. 
  

Let us pray for one another, 
  

Fr. Jerry  
 


