
Deacon Deliberations by Deacon Gary Kupsak    

                                                   Who Was the Boy? 

     All of us, I’m sure, are familiar with the Gospel story of the “Multiplication of the 

Loaves and Fishes.” All four of the evangelists included this miracle story in their sacred 

writings. As a matter of  fact, it is the only miracle story, other than the resurrection of 

Jesus, that all four wrote about.   As I was preparing for today’s Gospel proclamation, I 

began to reflect on the fact that only John, in the telling of the story, mentions a “boy” as 

the source for the five loaves and two fishes. I began to wonder why John mentions the 

boy and what his role in the story may be saying to us. How might our understanding of 

this miracle story enrich us, through focusing on the presence and contribution of the 

boy? 

     John tells us that the disciple Andrew presents the boy to Jesus, together with his 

loaves and fish. I tend to believe that he did so –“tongue and cheek,” maybe to generate a 

laugh by highlighting how absurd it was to think that so many could be fed with so little. 

Andrew tells Jesus, “here is a little boy” and emphasized both the “smallness” of the boy 

and the “smallness” of the food at hand. I really believe that Andrew emphasized the 

smallness to show us that although the boy was little and the food meager, through God, 

great feats can be accomplished if we only believe in God, and the value of children in 

developing God’s Kingdom. 

     Back to that boy? Theologists have written that the presence of the boy indicates that 

children were among the crowd of the people who followed Jesus. He was likely with 

family members as children did not tend to go places on their own in those days. Yet he 

is not just someone among the vast crowd. Some say he just had a lot of food with him. 

Others say that he was an enterprising sort, and had that much food with  him because he 

was selling it to the hungry followers of Jesus. Jesus’ crowds were bound to attract such 

kids, and Andrew happened to spot one. 

    Jesus placed value on this “little” boy and used him to do something “big.” I believe 

Jesus was showing just how valuable children can be in in providing us with the image of 

Christ.  I wonder if he is inviting us to be open to “big” things that Jesus can do through 

them. I wonder how such understanding and attitude might change how we view, involve 

and relate to children who are with us in the presence of Jesus.  The pandemic has taken a 

toll on children in that they have not been able to be children.  I believe that Jesus is 

asking us to see the “greatness” of our youth, and be open to what tremendous thing they 

can do with, at times, so little. 


