
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
  
In the Gospel passage from the 9th chapter of Mark we hear a teaching of Jesus that seems rather extreme. It is important to 
remember that we should not read literally these words of Jesus about cutting off a hand or a foot. Rather, we should strive to 
grasp the deeper meaning Jesus wishes to impart through these images.  
  
The hand, foot and eye are all singled out as possible agents of our sin. While we ask God to bless the work of our hands and 
often use our hands to serve one another, we can also use our hands for purposes that go against God’s plan for our lives. A 
hand can be used to steal or inflict pain, or it can be an instrument of healing and reconciliation. As Christians we are called to 
examine our lives and motives in order grow in holiness and to eliminate those things that lead us and others into sin. Our words 
and actions impact those around us for better or for worse. When Jesus warns about causing a “little one” to sin, he is talking 
about things that can be an obstacle to their progress in the ways of faith, something that prevents them – and us – from 
accomplishing what we set out to do as disciples of the Lord. In many ways I feel that the pandemic has become a stumbling 
block for the mission of the Church. 
  
As we navigate our way through the pandemic as individuals and as a Church, there are a number of things that threaten to 
divide us. However, there are also opportunities for us to continue discerning our priorities and values. Our desire to protect 
those who are most vulnerable and to offer care for the sick and suffering are part of our core values.  
  
While there are differing opinions and beliefs regarding the best ways to mitigate the impact of the COVID virus and to slow its 
spread, we are legally obligated to follow the indoor mask mandate issued by the Governor. The Archdiocese of Chicago has 
also put forth a COVID Vaccination Policy that will go into effect on October 4th. All employees and clergy are required to submit 
vaccination documentation via a tracking portal. Those who are unvaccinated will be required to be tested weekly and submit the 
results of those tests through this central portal. All of our priests, deacons and pastoral staff are fully vaccinated. I am grateful 
for their perseverance and for the good example they give.  
  
I have been asked to share information on two simultaneous threats to the health of our community: the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic and the annual influenza (flu) season. Public health officials have asked us to help encourage parishioners to be 
vaccinated against the flu and to encourage parishioners to receive a COVID-19 vaccine. The following are facts from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Archdiocese: 
  

1. The COVID-19 and flu immunizations are separate vaccines. One is not a substitute for the other. Receiving a COVID-19 

vaccine does not protect one from the flu, nor does the flu vaccine protect one from COVID-19. 

2. The vaccines for COVID-19 and the flu do not interfere with one another. It is safe to receive both and people are strongly 

encouraged to do so. 

3. In some cases, people can receive both vaccines in one visit, depending on their health care provider.  

4. The Archdiocese of Chicago encourages everyone to get a seasonal flu vaccine to protect their own health and avoid placing 

further burden on our health care system and providers already overwhelmed caring for COVID-19 patients.  

Let us pray for one another,  

Fr. Jerry  

  

 


